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CLP Alumni Ambassadors Process 

Role of the Applicant 

We encourage applicants to contact CLP Alumni Ambassadors for support as they prepare their CLP application. Please 

keep in mind the following guidelines and let us know if you have any questions (clp@birdlife.org). Having a proposal 

reviewed by a CLP Ambassador and/or CLP staff does not guarantee that the proposal will be funded, but it will likely 

make your proposal more competitive.  

1. Please review the profiles for each Ambassador and contact the Ambassador you would like to receive support 

from. You may contact an Ambassador in a different country or region as they may have expertise in your area 

of research. Please do not contact more than one Ambassador unless your first choice Ambassador is 

unavailable to help. 

2. Ambassadors may be contacted to provide feedback on proposals in the following areas: clarity of concept, 

English grammar, cohesion of proposal, and research design (if within Ambassador’s area of expertise). 

Ambassadors will not write proposals for applicants and will review a proposal at most two times.  

3. You will receive Ambassador comments via email. 

4. Applicants should read CLP eligibility criteria carefully before contacting Ambassadors. Ambassadors may advise 

on eligibility, however if there is any uncertainty on the eligibility of a project, contact CLP staff directly for a 

final decision (clp@birdlife.org).  

5. Ambassador feedback will likely improve the quality of applications. However, applicants are not required to 

incorporate Ambassador recommendations. Applicants are 100% responsible for the content of their proposals 

and must use their good judgment when deciding whether or not to incorporate Ambassador advice.  

6. Alumni Ambassadors volunteer their time to review proposals. Please be respectful and patient. Ambassadors 

aim to acknowledge receipt of proposals within 48 hours and provide feedback within one week.  If you are 

unsure of the status of your proposal with an Ambassador, contact CLP (clp@birdlife.org).  

7. Plan ahead! The sooner you start developing your proposal and soliciting feedback, the better! 

8. If you encounter any challenges when working with an Ambassador, contact CLP (clp@birdlife.org).  

9. Applicants may send proposals to CLP staff and/or Ambassadors for review prior to submission up to two weeks 

before the deadline. You may request feedback from both an Ambassador and CLP staff member. If you choose 

to contact both, please conclude the review process with one audience before initiating a review process with a 

second. 

 

Thank you and good luck! 
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Ambassador Biographies & Contact Information 

 
 
Dilek Sahin – dilek.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: Turkish, English 
Taxonomic areas: Birds, Cetaceans 
Experience in the following countries: Turkey 
 
I am an ornithologist with a particular interest in seabirds. Currently, I am a PhD student 
at Bogazici University Institute of Environmental Sciences. My research focuses on 
understanding the movements of an endangered seabird species in the Mediterranean 
Basin. Most of my work is field-based and to answer my questions I am planning to use a 
range of techniques including bio-logging, computer vision and quantitative modelling. Along with my PhD research 
project I am also coordinating a conservation project on a certain type of seabird - fisheries interaction that was funded 
by Conservation Leadership Programme in 2015. 
 
 
Emanuel Stefan Baltag - ebaltag.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: Romanian, English 
Taxonomic areas: Birds, Mammals, Amphibians, Reptiles 
Experience in the following countries: Romania, Republic of Moldova, Bulgaria, 
Germany, Ukraine, France, Poland and Turkey 
 
I joined the Conservation Leadership Programme community in 2013 and I became a CLP 
Ambassador in the same year. I am involved in conservation and research projects on 
birds, mammals and habitats from Eastern Europe. My experience is not related only with 
field activities but also with data analysis, GIS, predictions for actual or future animal distribution and databases design. 
My interests deal with habitat selection, conservation strategies, monitoring protocols and training young 
conservationists. I am involved in education projects and I believe that if you want to protect nature you have to involve 
people.  
 
 
Jennifer Agaldo – jagaldo.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Hausa 
Taxonomic areas: Invertebrates, Mammals, Plants, Birds 
Experience in the following countries: Nigeria, Tanzania 
 
I am a 2nd year PhD candidate at the School of Biological Science, University of Canterbury 
New Zealand and I am also affiliated to the A P Leventis Ornithological Research Institute 
University of Jos, Nigeria and the Nigeria Montane Forest Project. I am generally 
interested in biodiversity conservation as well as community based conservation as I 
believe effective conservation requires grass roots participation of local communities in 
biodiversity rich regions. I have strong interest in invasive species, plant-animal interaction, ornithology and primate 
research and conservation. I joined the CLP after winning an award to work on Chimpanzees in South East Nigeria and 
since then I have gained from the CLP programme through its continuous support and mentorship. Hence I am working 
to continue to initiate, participate and foster biodiversity conservation in Nigeria and Africa as a whole. 

mailto:dilek.clpambassador@gmail.com
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Matt Shirley – mshirley.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages:  English, French 
Taxonomic areas: Birds, Reptiles 
Experience in the following countries:  Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Niger, 
Cote d'Ivoire, Ghana, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, DR Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Egypt  
 
Matthew (Matt) H. Shirley received his PhD in Wildlife Ecology & Conservation from the 
University of Florida in the spring of 2013.  He previously earned a Master of Science, also 
in wildlife ecology and conservation from the University of Florida, in 2007 and Bachelor 
of Science in ecology and evolutionary biology from Yale University in 2003.  Matt first 
visited Central Africa - Equatorial Guinea - when he implemented bird surveys with funding from the BPCP (now 
CLP).  Before starting graduate school he was a bird guide in Brazil, continued bird surveys in Equatorial Guinea, and 
lived in Dominica for a year scuba diving and looking for endemic parrots.  While at the University of Florida he has had 
the good fortune of visiting 13 additional African countries (mostly throughout West and Central Africa).  He participated 
in another CLP project in 2008 initiating a crocodile management unit for the Egyptian government. While his research 
has focused on many aspects of crocodile evolution, he has enjoyed expanding the conservation focus of his work by 
prioritizing research on the status, distribution and ecology of the least known crocodilians in the world, as well as 
working to develop capacity and enthusiasm for conservation amongst African students and technicians.   
 
 
Lyndre Nel – lyndre.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Afrikaans 
Taxonomic areas: Ecosystem functioning, Birds, Plants, Invertebrates 
Experience in the following countries: South Africa 
 
My deep love and respect for Africa's landscapes, biodiversity and people drives my 
interest in environmental sciences and agriculture, i.e. incorporating the scientific and 
social aspects of mankind’s stewardship of nature. I hold a MSc from Stellenbosch 
University comprising a wide variety of environmentally focused subjects, from biodiversity 
ecology, natural resource management, entomology, agricultural economics and more. I 
currently work for Living Lands, a social-environmental non-profit org, which works to restore the relationship between 
people and their environment to achieve living landscapes. My CLP project is on the preservation and conservation of a 
highly threatened wetland system in the Breede River, South Africa. Our project involves both the environmental and 
social aspects; protecting threatened wetland plants, increasing floral biodiversity and resilience, collecting baseline data 
on flora and fauna, and working together with local authorities and communities to increase awareness and stimulate 
interest in this wetland's conservation.  

 
 
Bunmi Jegede – bunmi.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English 
Taxonomic areas: Mammals, Birds 
Experience in the following countries: Nigeria, Madagascar 
 
I am currently an MPhil candidate in Conservation Leadership, University of Cambridge, UK. 
My taxonomic expertise is ornithology, while my interests are rural socio-economic 
development, and participatory resource governance as it aligns with sustainable 
development. 
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mailto:lyndre.clpambassador@gmail.com
mailto:bunmi.clpambassador@gmail.com


 

 

Last updated: 5 October 2016 

 

Tatiana Pongiluppi – tatiana.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: Portuguese, English 
Taxonomic areas: Birds 
Experience in the following countries: Brazil 
 
I am a conservation biologist, working for more than 8 years on bird 
conservation in Brazil. I started my career through the CLP Internship at SAVE 
Brasil in 2008 focused on bird conservation center issues. Throughout these 
last 8 years I was leader of two CLP projects (Future Conservationist Award 
and Follow up Award) conducted at Serra do Urubu in Brazil, involving education for conservation, bird monitoring, 
ecotourism and inspiring people and the local government to act for conservation. Those years spent on the SAVE Brasil 
team gave me skills on conservation planning for birds, project coordination, monitoring and evaluation, fundraising, 
mentoring and leadership. I am dedicating my time for my master’s thesis on citizen science for bird monitoring in Brazil 
and working independently on projects involving birdwatching for conservation and citizen science. Birds and nature 
were always a passion and guided my life to act as a conservationist. 
 
 
Mauricio Sebastián Akmentins – makmentins.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: Spanish, English, Portuguese 
Taxonomic areas: Amphibians, Freshwater Fishes, Aquatic Turtles 
Experience in the following countries: Argentina, Ecuador, Mexico, Canada, Bolivia 
 
I have a PhD in Biological Sciences and my main areas of expertise are in conservation 
biology and ecology of anuran amphibians. My interest and experience also include 
biodiversity inventories, monitoring techniques and bioacoustics of anurans. Since 2008 I 
am working towards the conservation of endangered species of marsupial frogs (genus 
Gastrotheca) and aspects of ecology and distribution of direct developing frogs (genus Oreobates) in Yungas Andean 
Forest of NW Argentina. Also, I worked in Ecuador, Mexico, Canada and Bolivia. Currently, I'm full time researcher of 
Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas (CONICET) of Argentina. I was leader of the project "Saving 
the Endangered Marsupial Frogs in Yungas Forests of Argentina", winner of the 2013 CLP Future Conservationist Award. 
 
 
Hongying Li – hongying.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Chinese 
Taxonomic areas: Mammals, Reptiles, Amphibians 
Experience in the following countries: China 
 
Combining my background in conservation and public health, I am presently working 
in Southern China with our team at EcoHealth Alliance studying the ecology of 
zoonotic disease emergence. We work with bats, rodents, and other small mammals, 
as well as local communities, promoting behavior changes to reduce the emerging 
infectious disease risks from wildlife trade and land use change. I worked with CLP 
from 2011 to 2012 on community-based reptile conservation in Southern China, where I developed my interests of 
community education and behavior changes. I was also part of the health education and human development projects in 
two international NGOs in China and the United States. I am passionate about working with people, with the belief that 
human being is an important part of the ecosystem as the key to achieve the conservation goals to save animals and 
environment. 
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Parveen Shaikh – parveen.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Hindi 
Taxonomic areas: Birds 
 
Experience in the following countries: India 
  
I joined the Conservation Leadership program in 2016 and I am currently leading the CLP 
project “Conservation of Indian skimmer in the National Chambal Sanctuary, India.” I am 
a post graduate in Environment Science and since 2012 have been working on various 
avian survey projects in the Bombay Natural History Society (BirdLife International’s 
partner in India). My interests are behavioral ecology of birds, conservation biology, 
conservation through community participation and citizen science. I am passionate about conservation of threatened 
bird species in India and have always been curious to understand the ecological and anthropological factors driving this 
species to these threatened categories. My experience is in studying shorebirds and water birds. 
 
 
Navendu Page – navendu.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Hindi, Marathi 
Taxonomic areas: Plants, Birds, Reptiles, Amphibians 
Experience in the following countries: India, China, Australia, Canada 
 
I love exploring and observing nature and wildlife. Although I am interested in a 
wide range of taxa, I take a special interest in plants. I am fascinated by their 
diversity and ubiquity. I have spent most of the last 10 years studying, 
documenting and photographing plants across India. I recently completed my 
PhD in macroecology of trees in the Western Ghats and am currently pursuing 
post-doctoral research that focuses on biogeography and diversification of a 
group of primitive understory trees. I am also part of a team that received the CLP award for studying distribution and 
population status of three threatened tree species of the Western Ghats. When I am not observing or photographing 
plants I am mostly seen playing Ultimate, a sport that I have recently developed a deep passion for.   
 
 
Lakshminarasimha Ranganathan – lakshminarasimha.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Hindi, Kannada, Tamil, Telugu 
Taxonomic areas: Birds 
Experience in the following countries: India 
 
I am currently funded by the CLP for a project to assess the population status of Western 
tragopan, an endemic western Himalayan pheasant. I consider myself sufficiently 
knowledgeable in animal behaviour (learnt during my PhD research) and bird monitoring 
in mountain ecosystems (learnt during ongoing pheasant monitoring projects). 
Specifically, I am interested in meaningful and efficient monitoring and species-
distribution modelling. I am also exploring acoustical surveys as means to optimize survey efforts in topographically 
complex environments. I have been working in the mid-Himalayan ecosystem for several years, and I hence have a 
decent overview of what works and what doesn’t work here! I also co-organize a pioneering bird ringing project in 
Himachal Pradesh with the local forest department. Very soon, I will be venturing in social survey and conservation 
education domains as part of the ongoing CLP project. These form the core of my activities, when I am not cooking, 
reading or being outdoors, which in reality is what I mostly do! 
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Siti Nor Baizurah Binti Abdul Malik – baizurahmalik.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English, Bahasa Malaysia, Bahasa Indonesia 
Taxonomic areas: Reptile, Amphibian 
Experience in the following countries: Malaysia 
 
My current research interests include the ecology, diversity, conservation biology, 
taxonomy, and the anthropogenic impacts to reptiles and amphibians especially in 
Borneo. Currently, I am a PHD candidate and at the same time working as a research 
assistant at Institute of Biodiversity and Environmental Conservation (IBEC), University 
Malaysia Sarawak. Aside from that, I am also a member of Herpetofauna Research Group, working closely with 
herpetofauna taxas (reptile and amphibian) and mainly conduct research in Borneo, South East Asia and beyond (please 
see here for further information). Our team won the Future Conservation Award granted by CLP in 2016 and as a team 
leader, I represented my team at the international training which was held at Barrier Lake Field Station, Canada. 
 
 
Anthony Pine – anthony.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English 
Taxonomic areas: Reptile 
Experience in the following countries: Malaysia 
 
I am a Biologist focusing on the research and conservation of crocodiles in 
Sarawak, Malaysia.  Specifically, I am currently interested in the ecology and 
conservation of crocodiles and have a focus on surveying and mapping remote 
and high-priority regions within Sarawak to better understand the distribution of 
crocodiles, movement patterns and the potential for long-term conservation and 
management effort. I am currently a postgraduate student at Universiti Malaysia Sarawak and hope to link my 
understanding and experience with crocodiles towards a greater CLP team project focused on the conservation and 
management of aquatic reptiles in Sarawak.   
 
 
Chouly Ou – chouly.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English 
Taxonomic areas: Fish 
Experience in the following countries: Cambodia 
 
I am a freshwater ecologist. My research interests range from basic natural science such as 
aquatic ecology to applied conservation science namely biodiversity monitoring and 
community-based conservation. My recent research concentrated on food web ecology in 
the Lower Mekong Basin where I investigated seasonal primary production sources 
supporting fish biomass and the impact of hydropower dams on primary production 
sources. I’ve also worked on keystone species and invasive species monitoring in a number 
of protected areas in Cambodia; and, I have been involved with community-based 
conservation projects such as ecotourism and community fisheries in the Tonle Sap.  I am currently a resident lecturer 
for a study abroad program named the Center for Mekong Studies located in Siem Reap, Cambodia. I am responsible for 
teaching Conservation Science course and leading research on aquatic ecology.    
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Rebecca Stirnemann – rebecca.clpambassador@gmail.com  
Languages: English 
Taxonomic areas: Mammals, Plants, Fish, Birds 
Experience in the following countries: Pacific Islands, Brazil, South Africa, Mozambique, 
Oman, United Arab Emirates 
 
For seven years, I have been focused on conservation projects in the Pacific Islands. 

Currently, I work for ANU under a Darwin Initiative grant I successfully proposed in 

2014. This award followed our CLP project on the same species. The Darwin project was 

established to develop recovery strategies for a critically endangered bird species, the Manumea, and its habitat. 

Building the capacity of a local Samoan conservation NGO I co-founded in 2012, was also a key goal. The project has 

been a successful collaborative effort with local communities, the government, international and domestic NGOs and 

universities. While managing this project, I have successfully brought in eight additional grants and trained the local staff 

in bird conservation techniques and project management. Furthermore, I have gained partnerships that will continue to 

develop and support the project into the future, ensuring long-term sustainability. The knowledge that I acquired in 

fundraising and donor management, I now teach to other NGOs and conservation groups. 

mailto:rebecca.clpambassador@gmail.com

