CLP Alumni Ambassadors
Role of the Applicant
We encourage applicants to contact CLP Alumni Ambassadors for support as they prepare their CLP application. Please
keep in mind the following guidelines and let us know if you have any questions (clp@birdlife.org). Having a proposal
reviewed by a CLP Ambassador and/or CLP staff does not guarantee that the proposal will be funded, but it will likely
make your proposal more competitive.
1. Please review the profiles for each Ambassador and contact the Ambassador you would like to receive support
from. You may contact an Ambassador in a different country or region as they may have expertise in your area
of research. Please do not contact more than one Ambassador unless your first choice Ambassador is
unavailable to help.
2. Ambassadors may be contacted to provide feedback on proposals in the following areas: clarity of concept,
English grammar, cohesion of proposal, and research design (if within Ambassador’s area of expertise).
Ambassadors will not write proposals for applicants and will review a proposal at most two times.
3. You will receive Ambassador comments via email.
4. Applicants are responsible to read CLP eligibility criteria carefully before contacting Ambassadors. Ambassadors
may advise on eligibility, however if there is any uncertainty on the eligibility of a project, contact CLP staff
directly for a final decision (clp@birdlife.org).
5. Ambassador feedback will likely improve the quality of applications. However, applicants are not required to
incorporate Ambassador recommendations. Applicants are 100% accountable and responsible for the content of
their proposals and must use their good judgment when deciding whether or not to incorporate Ambassador
advice.
6. Alumni Ambassadors volunteer their time to review proposals. Please be respectful and patient. Ambassadors
aim to acknowledge receipt of proposals within 48 hours and provide feedback within one week. If you are
unsure of the status of your proposal with an Ambassador, contact CLP (clp@birdlife.org).
7. Plan ahead! The sooner you start developing your proposal and soliciting feedback, the better!
8. If you encounter any challenges when working with an Ambassador, contact CLP immediately (clp@birdlife.org).
9. Applicants may send proposals to CLP staff and/or Ambassadors for review prior to submission up to two weeks
before the deadline. You may request feedback from both an Ambassador and CLP staff member. If you choose
to contact both, please conclude the review process with one audience before initiating a review process with a
second.
Thank you and good luck!

Ambassador Biographies & Contact Information
Eurasia & Asia
Lale Aktay - l.aktay.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Turkish, English
Taxonomic Areas: Birds
Experience in the following countries: Turkey, training in USA, Canada, Greece
Lale Aktay is a conservation biologist, specializing in ornithology. She is a freelance
consultant preparing for a PhD on raptors. She received her masters degree in natural
and applied sciences and bachelor’s degree in biology. Lale has extensive local,
national and international experience in project management, site and species
monitoring, awareness raising, drafting project proposals, conducting environmental
education programmes, and implementing wetland management plans and
programmes. Notable collaborations include with the international UNEP/GEF
African-Eurasian Flyways Project, working as the projects coordinator, researcher and
environmental educator at KuzeyDoga Society, and working as an environmental educator for the Ministry of
Environment and Forestry. Through work at KuzeyDoga Society, Lale became involved with CLP and is now co-leader of
the 2013 CLP Leadership project, “Improving the Community-Based Conservation of Lake Kuyucuk Ramsar Site, Turkey.”
She is CLP’s first Alumni Ambassador in Turkey.

Levon Aghasyan - aghasyan.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Armenian, Russian, English
Taxonomic areas: Reptiles
Experience in the following countries: Post-soviet union countries, United States
I gained my BSc degree in Biology in 2004 and MSc in Biology in 2006, both at Faculty
of Biology, Yerevan State University, Armenia. In 2012, I successfully defended my PhD
in Biology. Since 2006 I am working as scientific researcher at the Scientific Centre of
Zoology and Hydroecology, National Academy of Sciences, Armenia. I am focused on
biodiversity conservation, particularly on ecology, biology and conservation of
threatened reptiles and amphibians. Since 2005, I led a number of international
projects which relate to ecology and conservation of the globally critically endangered
and endemic Darevsky's viper (BP, 2005-2006; CLP, 2007-2008; UNDP/GEF, 2009-2010; CLP, 2011-2012). I also
participated in some other projects coordinated by Saint Louis Zoo, KfW, CEPF and WWF. Since 2006 I am head of
Sustainable Development of Natural Ecosystems - SDNE (NGO), member of the Society for Conservation Biology (SCB)
and a scientific expert at (UNCCD) United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. In the frame of these projects, I
took part in different international conferences and training workshops in the USA, Georgia, Republic of South Africa,
United Kingdom, China and Canada.

Martina Anandam - m.anandam.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Tamil, Hindi, English
Taxonomic areas: Mammals (primates)
Experience in the following countries: India (Himalayas)
I am a Primatologist by trade with a specialization in Human-Primate relationship
dynamics. I am a Researcher with Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) and
lead the Himalayan Langur Project in Chamba, Himachal Pradesh-India. My present

interests include Himalayan Langur Taxonomy, crop raiding, crop protection and Gender inclusive conservation. I was
awarded the CLP Future Conservationist in 2012 and Follow Up in 2014. I would be happy to help in any way possible for
the greater good of conservation.

Emanuel Stefan Baltag - ebaltag.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Romanian, English
Taxonomic areas: Amphibians, birds, mammals, reptiles
Experience in the following countries: Romania, Republic of Moldova, Bulgaria,
Germany, Ukraine, France, Poland and Turkey
I am involved in conservation projects on birds, mammals and habitats from
Eastern Europe. My experience is not related only with field activities but also with
data analysis, GIS, predictions for actual or future animal distribution and
databases. I am involved in education projects and I believe that if you want to
protect nature you have to work with people. Now, I work as a researcher at
“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi, but I collaborate also with other
institutions and NGO's from Romania or neighboring countries. I joined the
Conservation Leadership Programme community in 2013 and I became an Ambassador for this programme that year.

Jimmy Choi - jchoi.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Chinese, English
Taxonomic areas: Birds
Experience in the following countries: China, Australia, New Zealand, United States
I am a PhD Candidate at the Massey University in New Zealand. I am interested in
animal behaviour and conservation biology. I have been studying the migration of
water birds and wetland ecology since 2005. I am familiar with ecological surveys,
bird banding and radio-tracking methods. My current research focuses on the
stopover ecology of migratory shorebirds and I investigate their foraging ecology
and interactions with other organisms during stopover. I was the leader of a CLP
project in 2008 (Wintering Ecology of Hooded Crane at Chongming Dongtan) and
also worked as an interpreter (English – Mandarin) for CLP training and International
Congress for Conservation Biology in 2009. My ultimate goal is to contribute to the resolution of the ever-worsening
conflict between nature and humans through my work.

Mirza D. Kusrini - m.kusrini.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Bahasa Indonesia, English
Taxonomic areas: Amphibians, Reptiles
Experience in the following countries: Indonesia
Mirza is lecturer at the Department of Forest Resources Conservation & Ecotourism
at Bogor Agricultural University, Indonesia. Ecologist by training, her PhD thesis on
the ecological impact of Indonesian frog leg trade was completed in 2005 at James
Cook University, Australia. She devoted her time to advocate amphibian and reptile
conservation although her research is mostly on the biodiversity and ecology of
amphibians. Her research at Gede Pangrango National Park with CLP team has
uncovered the first known Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis infection in Indonesia, as
well as in Southeast Asia. Mirza is also passionate on conservation education for

children. She lead several conservation education project in Indonesia through wildlife camp, teacher training and school
counseling. She serves as Chair of Indonesian Herpetologist Society until 2012 and member of Steering Committee for
Species Survival Commission IUCN from 2009 until now.

Vu Dinh Thong - vdthong.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Vietnamese, English
Taxonomic areas: Mammals
Experience in the following countries: Cambodia, China, England, Germany,
Hungary, Japan, Lao PDR, Thailand, Vietnam
Vu Dinh Thong is a mammalogist, the first and leading bat expert of Vietnam. He
studied in Vietnam, England, Germany, and received his PhD degree (Dr.rer.nat.)
from the University of Tuebingen, Germany. He also attended a range of
international training courses in Conservation Biology, Biological Systematics, Bat
Taxonomy and Echolocation, and international conferences on biodiversity
conservation and related aspects. Since 1999, he has successfully conducted every project and contributed greatly to
both academic research and conservation of Vietnamese mammals with particular emphases on bats. Dr. Thong has
published fifty-eight papers containing descriptions of eight new bat taxa in national and international peer-reviewed
journals, two books; lectured on animal taxonomy, mammalogy and ecology at institute and universities in Vietnam; and
co-supervised and supervised eight students, five MSc and three PhD candidates. Dr. Thong is always responsible and
eager to collaborate, support, train, and supervise colleagues and students from a variety of universities and institutes in
China, Vietnam and other countries in mammal research and conservation.

Danka Uzunova - dankauzunova.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Macedonian, English, Spanish, Serbian, Croatian
Taxonomic Areas: Birds
Experience in the following countries: Macedonia, all Balkan countries, Czech
Republic.
Exploring nature exploring during long summer vacations turned into my study and
research interest. Since freshman year, I’ve been volunteering on various bird
activities in Macedonia and abroad. Volunteering led to working as project assistant
and project coordinator on various bird conservation projects with Macedonian
Ecological Society (MES). From vulture monitoring to surveying common birds and
winter waterfowl; from promoting IBAs as protected areas to researching high
mountain regions, my focus is now primarily set on raptor and steppe bird research and conservation. Currently I’m
conducting year-to-year bird surveys with MES. My involvement with CLP began in July 2011 when granted the Future
Conservation Award for the project “Threat assessment and bird conservation in 2 IBAs in Macedonia.” The CLP
collaboration has helped me establish myself as the conservation leader I’ve always wanted to be and continues to
inspire me every day since. I hope I’ll be able to bring that experience closer to other emerging conservationists.

Lu Zhang - l.zhang.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Chinese, English
Taxonomic areas: Amphibians, mammals
Experience in the following countries: China, United States
Lu Zhang is a post-doctoral fellow at the Memphis Zoo/Mississippi State University,
working on reintroduction of the Chinese giant salamander. She received her Ph.D.
from Peking University (China) in 2011. Together with her colleagues, she won a CLP
Future Conservationist Award in 2009 to evaluate the impact of rangeland fencing on

the endangered Przewalski's gazelle. She is interested in conserving endangered wildlife, from mammals to amphibians,
through studying their population status, movement and dispersal, and habitat selection to understand their crucial
demands, which may help them to better survive in a world altered significantly by human. She has been working in
both China and the U.S. but always conducted field work in China.

Africa & Middle East
Nabeel Abdulhasan – nabdulhasan.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Arabic, English, and Portuguese
Taxonomic areas: Plants, Mammals
Experience in the following countries: Iraq
I am biologist, focusing on flora and vegetation. My main task is to assess the
pristine sites in Iraq to develop a list of the Important Plant Areas in Iraq. I also
do habitat description and threat assessment of these sites. I work for Nature
Iraq developing fund raising proposals and doing some environmental
consulting. The Nature Iraq Conservation Leadership Programme (CLP) team
initiated work on the globally vulnerable Wild Goat (Capra aegagrus) in two
mountainous areas in Sulaimani Governorate of Kurdistan, northern Iraq. The CLP team was able to introduce wildlife
and conservation work for the first time to the local communities, which established a base for future works in these
areas. As team leader, I managed with the rest our CLP team: the field surveys; logistics; outreach comaigns; technical
and financial reports writing; and communication with CLP managers.
Jennifer Agaldo - jagaldo.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: English, Hausa
Taxonomic areas: Mammals, Plants, Birds
Experience in the following countries: Nigeria, Tanzania
I am a Botanist and a Conservation Biologist affiliated to A P Leventis Ornithological
Research Institute, University of Jos, Nigeria. I am presently interested in tropical forest
and primate conservation in Nigeria. I am generally interested in biodiversity
conservation as well as community based conservation as I believe effective
conservation requires grass roots participation of local communities in biodiversity rich
regions. I however have strong interest in invasive species, plant-animal interaction,
ornithology and primate research and conservation. I joined the CLP after winning an
award to work on Chimpanzees in South East Nigeria and since then I have gained from
the CLP programme through its continuous support and mentorship. Hence I am
working to continue to initiate, participate and foster biodiversity conservation in Nigeria and Africa as a whole.

Haitham Ibrahim - haitham.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Arabic, Persian, English
Taxonomic areas: Birds, Plants
Experience in the following countries: Egypt
Haitham has worked as a researcher in the Nature Conservation Sector in
Egypt since 2007. Prior to that, he was working in the Unit of Environmental
Studies and Development, South Valley University for 6 years. He worked in
projects for rehabilitation of the endangered and medicinal plant species in
an experimental farm. He worked in the documentation of Environmental
Indigenous knowledge of Bedouin in semi arid Africa project 2002/2003.

Haitham is the coordinator for the bird monitoring program in southern Egypt. He conducts research on monitoring and
conserving wildlife in Wadi Allaqi Biosphere Reserve, Lake Nasser, Qattara Depression and the Nubian Desert in Egypt.
He is on the board of an NGO in Upper Egypt - Committee of the Conservation of natural and cultural heritage. Haitham
was the team leader of Nubian Oases conservation project funded by the CLP 2008/2009. Haitham holds a MSc in
ecology from South Valley University (2010); participated in a course on Geography from University of Glasgow (2004);
BSc of Environmental Science (2000).

Francisco Maiato - fmaiato.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Portuguese, Spanish, English
Taxonomic areas: Birds, plants
Experience in the following countries: Angola
My name is Francisco Maiato Pedro Gonçalves. I am Angolan, 32 years old. I’m based
at the Herbarium of Lubango, Huíla province in Angola. My research interest is the
ecology of the miombo woodland in Angola, a topic I’m currently working on for my
PhD with the University of Hamburg, Germany. I have also interests in the field of
botany, resulting from several years of field experience in Angola and with renowned
botanists in Southern Africa and Europe. I’m a 2010 CLP award winner. Our project
had an interdisciplinary team focused on the status of five endemic bird species of
Kumbira forest in Angola facing habitat changes and human pressure.

Esther Munyiri - emunyiri.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Kiswahili, French, English
Taxonomic areas: Mammals, Plants
Experience in the following countries: Kenya, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda
Esther is a lecturer in the Department of Tourism Management, Kenyatta University.
She has the following research interests: Biodiversity and Conservation Assessment
to promote survival of the endemic species, linking Conservation with sustainable
development, research on threatened animal habitats, conservation and sustainable
use of wetlands, conflict and cooperation between biodiversity and people, assessing
human impacts on plants and animals, climate change impacts on biodiversity, local
community participation in conservation, and general management of wildlife. From
2002-2004 she carried out a CP projects on “Options in the Yala Wetland
Management for Sustainable Development and Biodiversity Conservation.”

Matt Shirley - mshirley.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: English, French
Taxonomic areas: Birds, Reptiles
Experience in the following countries: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina
Faso, Niger, Cote d'Ivoire, Ghana, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, DR Congo,
Uganda, and Egypt.
Matthew (Matt) H. Shirley received his PhD in Wildlife Ecology &
Conservation from the University of Florida in the spring of 2013. He
previously earned a Master of Science, also in wildlife ecology and
conservation from the University of Florida, in 2007 and Bachelor of
Science in ecology and evolutionary biology from Yale University in 2003.
Matt first visited Central Africa - Equatorial Guinea - when he implemented bird surveys with funding from the BPCP
(now CLP). Before starting graduate school he was a bird guide in Brazil, continued bird surveys in Equatorial Guinea,

and lived in Dominica for a year scuba diving and looking for endemic parrots. While at the University of Florida he has
had the good fortune of visiting 13 additional African countries (mostly throughout West and Central Africa). He
participated in another CLP project in 2008 initiating a crocodile management unit for the Egyptian government. While
his research has focused on many aspects of crocodile evolution, he has enjoyed expanding the conservation focus of his
work by prioritizing research on the status, distribution and ecology of the least known crocodilians in the world, as well
as working to develop capacity and enthusiasm for conservation amongst African students and technicians.

Samson Zelleke - s.belachew.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: English
Taxonomic areas: Plants, Birds
Experience in the following countries: Ethiopia, Tanzania
I'm a freelance environmental consultant working on a number of economic
sectors. I did two CLP projects with related theme in the last four years. I
have taken different courses related to proposal writing and fund raising
that help conservation actions.

Central & South America & Caribbean
Mauricio Sebastián Akmentins - makmentins.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Spanish, English, Portuguese
Taxonomic areas: Amphibians, Freshwater Fishes, Aquatic Turtles
Experience in the following countries: Argentina, Ecuador, Mexico, Canada,
Bolivia
I’m Biologist and my expertise areas are conservation biology and ecology of
anuran amphibians. My interest and scientific work includes biodiversity
inventories, monitoring techniques and bioacoustics of anurans. Also, I have
experience in studies of ecology of freshwater fishes and aquatic turtles. Since
2008, I’m working towards the conservation of endangered species of marsupial
frogs (genus Gastrotheca) and aspects of ecology and distribution of direct
developing frogs (genus Oreobates) in Yungas Andean Forest of NW Argentina. Currently, I'm postdoctoral fellow of
Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas of Argentina. I'm leader of the project "Saving the Endangered
Marsupial Frogs in Yungas Forests of Argentina", winner of the 2013 CLP Future Conservationist Award.

Willandia Chaves - wchaves.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Portuguese, English
Taxonomic areas: Birds
Experience in the following countries: Brazil
Willandia is a PhD Candidate in the School of Natural Resources and
Environment at the University of Florida. She received a Master’s degree in
Interdisciplinary Ecology from the University of Florida in 2009 and a Bachelor’s
degree in Biology from the Federal University of Acre (Brazil) in 2001. Her
Master’s research focused on the effects of forest management on bird
communities. Her PhD research is focusing on understanding factors that
influence hunting and consumption of wildlife and on the application of social
marketing strategies and economic incentives as tools for wildlife conservation. During graduate school, she has also

worked as a teaching assistant for undergraduate and graduate courses at the University of Florida. Throughout her
work, Willandia has gained substantial experience on research design, wildlife research methods (e.g., point-counts, linetransects, and mist-nets), social research methods (e.g., qualitative and quantitative interviews) and environmental
education. Willandia is interested in working with wildlife ecology and human dimensions of conservation.

Federico Kacoliris - fkacoliris.clpambassador@gmail.com
Languages: Spanish, English
Taxonomic areas: Amphibians, Birds, Reptiles
Experience in the following countries: Argentina, Bolivia
I am researcher from La Plata Museum (CONICET) and auxiliary teacher at La
Plata University. I have previously participated in several conservation projects,
framed on the protection of threatened birds, amphibians and reptiles in
Argentina and Bolivia. Since the last year, I am leading the "Wild Plateau
Initiative" which works for the conservations of two threatened amphibian
species, endemics from northern Patagonia: the Valcheta frog (Pleurodema
somuncurensis) and the Somuncura frog (Atelognathus reverberii). My main
goal is to develop myself as conservation biologist in my country and to work
for the protection and management of threatened vertebrates and its habitats.

