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ABSTRACT

Sea turtle populations in the Caribbean of Colombia have declined dramatically in the last
century due to persistent human over-exploitation. Despite existing regional treaties and national
laws to protect sea turtles in Colombia and other countries, turtles are still accidentally captured
and drowned in fishing gear, adult females are slaughtered on nesting beaches, and there is
widespread collection of eggs for commercial sale and local consumption. Pollutants of many
species contaminate coastal and pelagic waters, including oil and plastic, and nesting and
foraging habitats disturbed or destroyed. Sea turile populations of Venezuela and Colombia have
beeh observed to be declining in this last decade (Rueda et al. 1992; Amorocho et al. 1998).

The hawksbill turtle (Eretomochelys imbricata) is considered "Critically Endangered”. The other
four species of sea turtle, the green (Chelonia mydas), the loggerhead (Caretta caretla), the olive
ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) and the leatherback turtle (Dermochelys coriacea) are considered
"Endangered" by the [UCN World Conservation Monitoring Centre (Red List Data Book, 1996).

Some of the most important nesting grounds are found along the Colombian Caribbean coastline
and on the Colombian islands in the Caribbean. Once the current status of the Colombian sea
turtle populations is better defined, appropriate national and bi-national conservation strategies
can be improved for the protection of a key population of sea turties in the Caribbean Region.

The information compiled and recommendations formulated during this project are important for
consideration during the implementation of long-term management and protection plans for sea
turtles in Colombian and Venezuelan waters. As a result of this one-year follow-up project, the
capacity of these countries to establish scientifically- sound and successful sea turtle conservation
programs was strengthened. The research component of this program had involved the
identification and study of sea turtle nesting beaches and foraging grounds, distribution,
conservation status and threats to their survival. This information is a valuable contribution to
filling in the gaps in knowledge about sea turtle ecology and conservation in this important
region for sea turtle survival in the Caribbean Ocean. In Colombia, the research was conducted
according to specific recommendations from the United Nations Environmental Programme
(UNEP) Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan, which is currently under construction for Colombia
and must be completed in 2002 (Amorocho, in prep.)., ‘

The conservation aspect to our work was focused on technical training, networking and
environmental education. The training and education component of this project demonstrated to
the local inhabitants the plight and endangered status of sea turtles and the fragility of eco-
systems critical to their survival. Regional training workshops developed during the project,
~ enforce networking between national institutions (both governmental and non-governmental) and
improved the co-ordination, between stakeholders, of the research and management of turtle
populations and important coastal and marine habitats. These training courses and workshops, as
well as the research conducted by the project team members established the basis for co-operative
bi-national management of endangered coastal areas with fragile eco-systems such as coral reefs,
sandy beaches and sea grass beds on which many species of marine fauna depend for survival.
This bi-lateral approach is critical, as sea turtles are highly migratory, passing through territorial
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waters of many countries and, in this case, through waters of both Colombia and Venezuela
implying the need for protecting a larger area. -

Other conservation issues included during the project implementation were: increasing public,
government and corporate awareness of important current marine issues and fostering a
conservation ethic through the creation and distribution of educational materials, giving
presentations and integrating community members of field study into conservation.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The project initially approved and financed by the BP Conservation Programme in 1998 was
titled "Reproductive Biology of Marine Turtles on the nesting beaches to the north-east of the
city of Santa Marta, in the Departments of the Magdalena and La Guajira”.

This coastal fringe measuring more than 43 kilometres of sandy beaches, is an area of singular
importance in the reproduction of at least three of the four species of marine turtles that spawn in
the Colombian Caribbean. However, regardless of the fact that this project cornered funding, the
BP Conservation Programme solicited repositioning given the complicated conditions of security
operating in the area at that time in Colombia. That forced the National Co-ordinators of
WIDECAST for Colombia and Venezuela (o propose as an alternative, developing the activities
as laid out in the original project, namely to expand the frontiers of knowledge about marine
turtles, in another insular territory of Colombia in the Caribbean. '

Giving credence to the preoccupation expressed by the BP Conservation Programme of not
placing the members of the project in risky situations, be they Colombians or foreigners; the
project relocated to the Archipelago of San-Andres and Providencia. This came in lieu of the fact
that on one hand the National Co-ordinator of WIDECAST was finishing directing a Bachelors
Degree thesis in Marine Biology for two students of Colombian Universities, on aspects related -
to the reproductive biology of marine. turtles that frequent the Archipelago. And on the other
there had been a certain narrowing of the gap between the National Co-ordinators of WIDECAST
for Colombia and CORALINA, the environmental authority charged with the protection and
sustainable management of natural resources on the Archipelago. This rapport stemmed from the
I International Seminar on Biology and Marine Turtle Conservation in Colombia organised by -
WIDECAST in Palomino (Guajira) in May 1998.

Unfortunately, the legal paperwork demanded by CORALINA, to register the project and to
obtain thé permission required to further the investigation proposed by WIDECAST for the
Archipelago with BP Conservation Programme funding, resulted in a delay of a year and a half to
receive a go-ahead. Notification on this matter was received by e-mail from this entity in January
2000; and up to this moment no official notification on the issue of permission has been received.

Seeing the tiresome this situation was proving to be, a decision to act was reached. This decision
was supported by the fact that the delay in obtaining the respective permissions caused mayhem
in the adherence to the timetable proposed by WIDECAST to employ resources of the BP
Conservation Programme destined for Colombia in the framework of the bi-national project to
jointly execute with Venezuela. Further support was found in consideration of the unfolding
community initiatives for the conservation of marine turtles in the region initially cited and where
WIDECAST had continued working until an elusive peace returned. Therefore decision by the
National Co-ordinators of WIDECAST, with the approval of the Executive Director of this
entity, to invest the financial resources destined for San Andres from the BP Follow Up Award in
the nesting beaches of marine turtles. The beaches of Palomino, Don Diego, Buritaca and
Guachaca on the central coast of the Colombian Caribbean were central again to this initiative.

Fortunately this decision was the right one to make, seeing that during 1999 and the first half of
2000 there have been significant advances in the process of consolidation of the Colombian

1
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Network for the Conservation of Marine Turtles in the Central Caribbean region. This has
permitted the establishment of technical co-operation and financial agreements between the
different actors related with the challenges of conservation of marine turtles in these communities
of the Department of the Magdalena, in the Colombian Caribbean.

Between February and May, 1999 the National Co-ordinator of WIDECAST for Colombia, co-
leader of this bi-national project executed jointly with Venezuela, was named Regional Director
of the Natural National Parks of the Colombian Caribbean, as an emplioyee of the Ministry for the
Environment. Thanks to this posting at the Special Administrative Unit of the Natural National
Parks System, it was possible to bolster the activities proposed within the Action Plan for the
Conservation of Marine Turtles in the Colombian Caribbean, as fundamental objective of the
labour of WIDECAST in the Wider Caribbean. '

As direct result of this, inter-institutional and inter-sectoral agreements have been subscribed to
which have fortified the capacity of WIDECAST Colombia to attract partners to invest in local
and regional conservation of marine turtles in the Central Caribbean of Colombia. This labour
would not have been possible without the help and confidence in our good judgement extended to
us by the BP Conservation Progrtamme.

Having made this points, which we consider pertinent and necessary to have explained, we are
pleased to present to BP Conservation Programme, BP Amoco, Bird-life International, and Flora
and Fauna International the results obtained at closure of activities. Activities proposed within the
framework of the bi-national project between Colombia and Venezuela, financed with resources
from the BP Follow Up Award and for the period between March 1999 and July 2000.
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE FIELD STUDY AREA

The areas of the Colombian Caribbean where marine turtles conservation is practised in the
framework of the WIDECAST Project - BP Conservation Programme, are the Archipelago of
Nuestra Sefiora del Rosario and the coasts located to the north-east of the Santa Marta City. The
latter is basically the zone of influence of Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. These two areas are
described below:
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Figure 1. Colombia’s Geographical location.

2.1 ARCHIPIELAGO OF NUESTRA SENORA DEL ROSARIO.

Usually called Islands of the Rosary (a translation from Spanish), they are found located 25 miles
to the south western direction of the city of Cartagena of Indias, on the Caribbean north coast of
the country of Colombia.
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Figure 2. Sand beach of coral origin in the Archipiélago de Nuestra Sefiora del Rosario,
Colombian;s Caribbean.

The indigenous Mocane People, who stem from the Karib linguistic family and who pioneered
ceramic manufacture in the American continent, have inhabited these islands from Pre-
Columbian times. With the arrival of the Spanish Conquerors, these islands began to be settled by
the ancestors of black slaves that came from West Africa. Currently they are inhabited, in most
part, by people originating from the interior of Colombia, the country that has slowly acquired
these islands that possess unique landscape weaith developing them through tourism.
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Figure 3. Location of the study area, Natural National Park Corales del Rosario and San
Bernardo.

The climate is dry the Wider part of the year, having an average annual temperature of 27.7 -
33.1°C, and presenting an average annual rainfall of 786 — 817 mm and a relative humidity of 80
- 85%. The topography is flat and the islands are of coral origin, the waters are transparent and
there are found plentiful coral reefs on the seabed. The Islands of the Rosary are comprised of
four main outcrops surrounded by 28 smaller ones.

The National Institute of the Renewable Natural Resources (INDERENA) declared this
Archipelago a Natural National Park in 1977, recently annexing to it the insular zone of San
Bernardo. It counts currently with a surface of 120,000 hectares and possesses a great variety of
marine-time coastal eco-systems, these understood as extending from the high tide mark until a
depth of 60 meters.

2.2 COASTS OF THE MAGDALENA AND OF THE GUAJIRA

The area is located geographically to the north cast of the Santa Marta city on the beaches among
the belt inlet in the Tayrona Natural National Park (TNNP) in the department of the Magdalena
until the delta outlet of the Cafias river in the department of The Guajira. It is here that are found
the band of coastal beaches of the NNP of The Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta (SNSM -NNP) and
its influence zone. B
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Figure 4. Location study area, Tayrona Natural National Park, The Sierra Nevada de Santa
Marta, and their buffer zones. '

The previously described zones receive permanent contributions from continental waters forming
small estuaries in the outlets of the rivers, those which belong to the north slope of The Sierra
Nevada de Santa Marta and that condition the climate of the region. From the Cinto sound to the
outlet of the Piedras river, Tayrona NNP, the rocky substrate presents a steep face due to the fact
that the cliffs of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta fall directly to the sea. If we follow the coast
in its’ north-eastern direction we encounter the outlet of the Piedras River and, from here, until
the Don Diego locality in the department of the Magdalena, the continental shelf widens. The flat
area continues from the Cape of San Augustin or otherwise known as Los Muchachitos hill until
the Palomino locality in the department of The Guajira. This terrain still belongs to The Sierra
Nevada de Santa Marta NNP, and is where the substrate turns rocky again due to the cliffs of th
The Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. From Palomino towards the high Guajira, the continental
Shelf widens again and one of the characteristics of the sea in this region is its’ dynamic tidal
surge.
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Figure 5. A Panoramic look of the beach of the right margin of the San Diego River, The s
Sierra Nevada De Santa Marta Natural National Park. ;
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3 FIELD STUDIES

3.1 OBJEC_TIVE 1

To study and to collect information on ecology and reproductive biology of the different species
of marine turtles that frequent the study areas.

3.2 OBJECTIVE2

To advance an investigation on the characterisation of the populations of marine turtles in the
Colombian Cartbbean based on the taking of samples for an analysis of the sequences of
mitochondrial DNA.

3.2.1 Corales del Rosario and San Bernardo

It was established that of the four species of reported marine turtles for the Colombian Caribbean,
the “hawsbill” or “carey” turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) is the one which is found all year
round. During the visits led by the field Co-ordinator in this area during the months of August to
November of 1999 it could also be established that this was due to a notorious juvenile presence.
of this species in the zone. These juveniles are captured to market mainly their “turtle shells”
(Bekko), and live individuals in many occasions are carried to the Investigation, Education and
Recreation Centre (CEINER), where they are bought for their subsequent tagging or labelling,
and release.

The "green" turtle (Chelonia mydas) is not frequent in this area and only a few individuals are
sighted and / or captured by the fishermen in the course of the year. The "leaherback" turtle .
(Dermochelys coriacea) is a specie that spotadically has been seen or reported, while "caguama"
(Caretta caretta) up until this moment has not been sighted in this area.

During the monitoring and the tours completed in the Islands of the Rosary, it was determined
that E. imbricata constantly frequents the coral reefs of this archipelago. Concurrently with these
initiatives, interviews and conversations were recorded with natives fishermen of the islands who
confirmed that the sites where they mainly capture juvenile individuals and sub-adult marine
turtles classified as E. imbricata are: :

Around Rosary Island,

In front of the lower portion Sand Island,

A coral reef designated the Stone of Pablo,

To the west of Treasure Island,

And in the reefs designated Lower Turtle Island to the west Rosary Island where marine grass
meadows prevail. Here the grass is mainly Thalassia testudinum and Syringodium filiform,
and there are coral patches where it is common to find sponges present, the principal food of
the “Carey” turtles. '




e
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Figure 6. “Hawksbill Jovcenile” representative species of the coral reefs of the
Islands of the Archipiclago Nuestra Seiiora del Rosario.

During the investigation effected in this area, led by the field Co-ordinator and the National Co-
ordinator of the project, relationships were established for joint work with the Oceanarium
CEINER (Research, Education and Recreation Center) of the Islands of the Rosary, The Corales
del Rosario & San Bernardo Natural National Park. and Conservation International (CI),
obtaining among others, the following results:

During the nesting season of 1999, all the gathered nests were carried to Treasure Island, one of

the headquarters of the Corales del Rosario and San Bernardo Natural National Park. The total

number of nests protected during the scason was seven (7), of which five (5) originated from the -
Casimba beaches on Rosary Island, and the remaining ones were collected in Treasure Island. Of

the nests moved to Treasure Island two (2) were relocated at CEINER. The Hatchlings obtained

there they were held back, while obtained originaily from Treasure Island were released at the

moment of hatching,.

9
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Table 1. The results obtained during the 1999 Nesting Season in the Archipelago of the
Islands of the Rosary are shown in followmg table:

Species | Transplanted |Hatched Eggs Released |%  Success|{Observations
eges Hatchling | of hatchling
Ei 102 85 85 86.7
Ei 106 91 91 85.8
Ei 121 87 _ 87 71.9
Ei 135 118 118 87.4
Ei —ae- _ : Damaged by Hurricane
, Lenny.
Ei 464 381 - {381

It could be established as well that the reproductive season of E. imbricata begins in mid July and
extends until the end of September, showing a maximum activity peak around the end of July and
beginning of September. It emerged that Rosary Island is the chosen place where most nesting
activity is reported, followed by Treasure Island (Isla del Tesoro). Through communication with
the fishermen and personnel of the CEINER, it was alleged that in Pavitos [sland and Playa-
Blanca Beach in the continental part toward the Island of Bari, marine turtle hatchlings have
emerged. This last event has yet to be confirmed at this time. ~

Given the previously described data it can be inferred that in the Colombian Caribbean, the
Archipelago of the Islands of the Rosary constitute an important and strategic nourishment area
for the conservation of the “hawksbill” sea turtle.

3.3 COASTS OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE MAGDALENA AND THE GUAJIRA

On these beaches three monitoring centres have been situated thus:

e Maria River that is found between the rivers Guachaca and Buritaca,

e Protected Beach hatchery of Don Diego on the left margin of the outlet of the Don Diego
river, '

e And “Donaire” in the beaches of the Palomino village.

The fauna and flora associated with these beaches has been affected by the rapid growth of
agriculture in the region and by the extension of the banana plantations. This has brought us to
the brink of extinction and put in critical danger several species of fauna and flora of the region.

10
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Figure 7. Map of the department of the Magdalena and of The Guajira, in the Colombian
Caribbean ‘

During the development of the field activitics confirmation that the reproductive period of
spawning of four species of marine turtles was determined and is as follows:

» Dermochelys coriacea (Leatherback) spawns from the end of March until mid May,

e Caretta caretta (loggerhead - “caguamo™) from the beginning of May until the end of August,
e Chelonia mydas (Green turtle) from mid July until mid September

» and Eretmochelys imbricata (hawksbill) from the beginning of June until mid September.

Buritaca and Don Dicgo are the zones on the Colombian coast which are of greatest activity and
Caretta caretta the specie most representative of the area.

Other relevant beaches concerning the presence and nesting activity of marine turtles during a
large part of the year are the eastern sector beaches of the Tayrona NNP of, as well as the Cinto
sound, where lately monitoring, nests and nesting female protection have been undertaken.

11
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Table 2. Results of the 1999 Nesting Season. Belt (Cinto) sectors, Don Diego and Buritaca.

Sp Relocated Hatched Released | % Hatchling | Observations
Eggs Eggs Hatchlings | Success
Dc 80 Damaged by excess of dampness
Dc 60 ' Damaged by excess of dampness
Cc 130 102 102 78.4
Ce 110 66 66 60.0
Ce 119 97 97 81.5 i Nest of 123 eggs. 4 broken
Ce 116 107 107 92.3
Ce 100 77 77 71.0 Nest of 103 eggs. 3 broken in
' transit
Cc 110 93 93 84.5
Cc 120 72 72 60.0
Cc 124 112 112 90.0 .
Ce 97 86 86 88.6 Nest of 137 eggs. The remaining
carried to Palomino.
Ei 142 136 136 95.7
Ei 159 148 148 93.1
Ei 121 108 108 89.2
Total |1588 1204

To characterise and facilitate the establishment of a conservation strategy and to determine the -
populational structure of the marine turtles species that frequent this area of the Wider Caribbean .
a genetic study has surfaced. It has arisen within a joint work plan framework among
WIDECAST, CEINER and the Natural National Parks System (UAESPNN), the Regional-
Autonomous Corporation of the Magdalena (CORPAMAG) and different entities of the civil
society. This genetic study with markers of DNAm contributes to the construction of a
conservation strategy based on an integral approach compatible with the “Sea Turtle Action
Restoration Plan” of Marine Turtles Management proposed for the Wider Caribbean.

12
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Figure 8. Doctor Brian Bowen of the University of Florida teaching the
technique of taking Blood Samples to the Palomino Artisanal Fishermen
Committee, ’

With this purpose in mind, the collection of tissue and biood samples of individual adults,
juveniles and hatchlings of the different specics of marine turties has proceeded. The turtles in
question frequent the Corales del Rosario NNP, Tayrona NNP, NNP the Sierra Nevada de Santa
Marta and the beaches of Buritaca, Don Diego and Palomino in the Colombian portion of the
Caribbean. The tests and analysis will be performed in the laboratories of Gainesville, in the
University of Florida counting on the collaboration of the Dr. Brian Bowen. Determining if the
presence of the marine turtles is due to the fact that they are a resident population, that is fed and
nestled in this area, or if alternatively, they belong and cross with other colonies in the Caribbean
or other latitudes.

The project in mention was. presented by the Co-ordinator of WIDECAST for Colombia and
financed by a small grant fund -from WIDECAST and the Columbus ZOO. Currently the
respective procedures to obtain the CITES permits of export of the samples to USA are going
ahead. These permits exist by resolution emanated from the Ministry of the Environment, and
which have been requested officially through the wildlife office of CORPAMAG.

During the development of the 20" International Symposium on Biology and Marine Turtle
Conservation undertaken in Orlando, Florida, co-operation was achieved with the:
e Caribbean Conservation Corporation (CCC) with headauarters in Tortuguero, Costa Rica,
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e University of Zulia (Venezuela), the Foundation of Marine Turtles of Santa Marta,
o and WIDECAST (Colombia and Venezuela).

This co-opcration was aimed at combining efforts to advance a regional project for the “green”
turtle (Chelonia mydas) conservation, in the Caribbean amongst the nations of Costa Rica,
Colombia and Venezuela.

B T

Figure 9. Participants in the VII Latin American Meeting of Marine Turtles Specialists,
Camp Challenge, Orlando, Florida 25 - 28 February, 2000.

Furthermore a database to systematise the information of the tagging program of marine turtles in
the Colombian Caribbean has been designed.




Bp Report - Sepember, 2000

34 OBJECTIVES3

Evaluation of the current threats in the different phases of the lifecycle of the marine turtles and a
synopsis of their habitat in the areas of the study

3.4.1  Archipeiage Naestra Sefiora del Rasario.

Modification or habitats destruction:

e The qec—grasq bed‘: and coral reets have been aitered or destroyed by the great quantity of

sediment that arrives from the bay of Caﬁagcna originating in thc Magdalcna river through
the Dike Channel. that then are dragged by the oceanic currents toward the Archipelago.

e Simultaneousiv evidence of the fragmentation of the coral and the ioss of meadow areas by
action of thc surg,\., thc currents, storms and ‘mm\,m Cs was documented This arca is found

;
Figure 10. Objects of "turtle-shell”" (Bcko) and coral cxposed for their sale in the city of
Cartagena of Indias.

3.4.2 Coasts of the Magdalena and The Guajira

The habitats have been affected mainly by the extension of the limits to agricultural practices, the
tourism resorts area development, the sediments and the pollution by refuse that is dragged by the
rivers that come down from of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. This aliers the natural
conditions of beach regeneration.
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Other Human Activities:

e Fishing with dynamite.

Oil spilis.

Nest poaching.

Reproductive female slaughter on nesting beaches.

Capture of juveniles and adults of E. imbricata for meat consumption, eggs, and the

marketing of the shell for the production of handicrafis by the fishmen.

e Hunting of reproductive femaies, eggs and hatchlings by domestic animals during the nesting
season on the beaches.

o Incidental fishing by dragnet fishing by shrimp or prawn trawlers about the coast during the
mating season.

e Artificial lighting and tourist infrastructure construction on the nesting beaches.

s High commercial value of some by-products of the meat and of the shells such as oil,
extracted from D. coriacea that it is used as cough medicine for children and aduit.

Figure 11. A frame of the dynamics of the surge on spawning beach of the Sierra Nevada de
" Santa Marta, . '

In addition to the previously mentioned threats, a serious problem to which we see ourselves
facing is the lack of initiative on the part of the government entities charged with the
conservation of natural resources. The aforementioned is due to the improper distribution of the
small budget destined to implement mechanisms to normalise conditions for wildlife and to have
wider institutional presence for an effective control. This limits the possibility of establishing
state conservation programs for the medium to long term and of supporting the non-governmental
entity initiatives or community organisations.

16



Bp Report - Sepember, 2000

3.5 TRAINING AND ADVISING

35.1 OBJECTIVE 1

To sponsor and develop local and sub-regional workshops on the biology, conservation and
research tethniques of the marine turtle for ‘biology students, professionals of governmental
organisations, NGOs and local organisations.

3.5.2 OBJECTIVE2

To promote the training and the institutional strengthening of the NGOs, GOs and grass-roots
groups present in the zone, facilitating their integration and articulation in the natural resource
management and conservation programs of marine turtles that are promoted at a regional level.

3.5.3 OBJECTIVE3

To improve the technical capacity and logistics in the national arena to then consolidate the Sea
Turtle Recovery Action Plan (STRAP) in the Colombian Caribbean, emphasising the component
of community participation in conservation.

From the 27" to the 28" of March, 1999 a Workshop Course on Biology and Marine Turtles
Conservation in the Tayrona NNP was helded & attended, promoted by the Co-ordinator of the
project with the support of the field Co-ordinator and of the Foundation for Marine Turtles of
Santa Marta. The attendees to this Training Course and Workshop were:

Officials of the Natural National Parks of the Atlantic Coast region (UAESPNN),

Eco-tourism guides,

Agents of the National Police Force that lend thelr services to patrol the Tayrona NNP,
Members of the Fishermen Committee of Los Cocos Village,

Students of the baccalaureate association of the Revolt Village and of the primary school
Palomino, communities which are located in the influence zone of Tayrona and the Sierra
Nevada de Santa Marta Natural National Parks.
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Figure 12. Participants in the Workshop “Biology and Marine Turtle Conservation in
Colombia” undertaken in the Tayrona Natural National Park, March of 1999,

The Co-ordinator of the project and the field Co-ordinator set upon themselves the task of
organising between the 25" and 28™ August in the Tayrona Natural National Park, the “II
International Seminar - Workshop on Conservation and Marine Turtle Biology™ with the support
of the:

s Tayrona and the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta Natural National Parks (PNNT / PNN SNSM)
» Conservation International (CI)
e and the Foundation for Marine Turtles of Santa Marta (FTMSM).

" This event was attended by:

Specialists in biology and marine turtles conservation originating from the University of
Florida - USA, '

The ANAI Association of Costa Rica,

The Ministry of the Environment,

The UAESPNN, (Special Administration Unit for The Natural National Parks System),
Palomino Artisanal Fishermen Committce (COPAP) of The Guajira,

The foundations of Darién, Ave Phoenix and Marine Turtles of Santa Marta;

As well as students of the Universities of Antioquia and Jorge Tadeo Lozano,

Officials of CORPAMAG
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Figure 13. Group of presenters of the Il International Seminar - Workshop. Tayrona
Natural National Park, August of 1999.

Topics discussed included research and the geographical information systems as tools for
conservation, the management of marine turtles given the cultural context, and the classification
of the territory and the coastal marine zones. The participation of the communities and the
organisations representative of civilian society in the conservation, the resource management and
the consolidation of the Colombian Net for the Conservation of the Marine Turtles (RETOMAR)
were also discussed. After several days of activities the following results were obtained:

* A situational diagnosis of the different regions as an Input for the elaboration of a logical
framework that could orient the formulation of the Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan of
Colombia (STRAP), the same that is being reviewed by the Ministry of the Environment.

e Report Document of the event “ll International Seminar - Workshop on Conservation and
Marine Turtles Biology,” the one which was distributed to the participants and other entities
with emphasis on the topic of the marine turtles.

o Publication of articles in the press that allude to the event and that invite participation in the
effort of marine turtles conservation that WIDECAST forwards in Colombia.

19
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o A video sequence was filmed for the ecological program “Eco-habitat”, which was shown on
the regional television channel TELECARIBE.

e Definition of the operative mechanisms the Colombian Network for the Conservation of
Marine Turtles (RETOMAR) uses, whose management remained in the hands of the National
Co-ordinator of WIDECAST in Colombia, and in whose organisational structure figures an
Administrative and Operative Co-ordinator and three regional co-ordinators (Darién, Pacific
and Caribbean). At the same time, there were commitments established on behalf of the
members of RETOMAR to elaborate a communications proposal and to set up a web site on-
line. In addition, a protocol for the standardisation of management and work methodologies
in field, the maintenance budget of RETOMAR, the management of resources, the set-up and
_systemising of a data base, and the authorisation of WIDECAST in Colombia as an officially
constituted entity were all worked upon.

Additionally, the field Co-ordinator of the project offered an informal training chat between the
22" and the 24™ September, 1999 in the city of Santa Marta, aimed at educators of the
department of the Magdalena. This chat formed part of the “Incorporation of Environmental
Education in basic education in small urban and rural zones of the country” initiative. Here we
find an integral component to the aclivitics agreed to between the Ministry of the Environment
and the National Education Ministry. This training talk encompassed a handful of other topics,
such as the following: taxonomy, geographical distribution and life cycle of each one of the
species of marine turtles that frequent the Colombian Caribbean. Likewise, it went into the
related technical aspects of conservation, and the factors that affect the survival of the marine
turtles. Moreover, it touched on an update on the projects in marine {urtles conservation that are
underway in Colombia and the scope of the RETOMAR program as promoted by WIDECAST,
Colombia.

Figure 14. Release of Marine Turtle Hatchlings during the II International
Seminar & Workshop on Sea Turtle Conscrvation in Colombia Cafiaveral
Tayrona Beaches NNP, August of 1999.
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During the 3" and 4™ June, 2000 a Workshop Course was undertaken in the city of Barranquilla,
Atlantic department on Biology and Marine Turtles Conservation. The workshop counted on the
National Co-ordinator of WIDECAST, the Field Co-ordinator of the Project and a Member of the
Marine Turtles Foundation of Santa Marta as keynote speakers. The support of the REMAR
Foundation, the Park Route Island of Salamanca (UAESPNN) and the Biology Faculty of the
University of the Atlantic was also essential.

Figure 15. Workshop facilities for “Biology and Techniques of Marine Turtles
Conservation” Course, Park Route Island of Salamanca, June, 2000.

3.5.4 Island of Salamanca Route Park.

Students of Biology and related careers of the universities Jorge Tadeo Lozano, of the Atlantic,
of the Cesar and of The Guajira participated in this Workshop — Course. As did officials of
CORPAMAQG, the Foundation Pro — Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta and the Corales del Rosario
and San Bernardo Natural National Park. The field phase of this Workshop — Course was
conducted on the coasts of the Park Route Island of Salamanca. in the Department of the
Magdalena, where work on marine turties monitoring has since begun, as there is here cvidence
of nesting of the species mentioned on these beaches.

Since 1998, WIDECAST Colombia has supported the Palomino Artisanal Fishermen Committee
(COPAP), who develop protection and transport activities of nests and nesting females, tagging
of adult marine turties and release of hatchlings to mention a few of their tasks. To guarantee the
continuity of these projects and to achieve the strengthening of institutions and community
groups, the process of signing an framework agreement of co-operation is underway between the

21
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Foundation Prosierra Nevada de Santa Marta (previously translated), the COPAP, the Foundation
of Marine Turtles of Santa Marta and WIDECAST Colombia. In the framework of this
agreement a Workshop on Planning, Leadership and Community Strengthening was undertaken
in mid-August, with the fishermen at COPAP. Also the Field Co-ordinator led Workshop on the
techniques of Marine Turtles Conservation for the fishing communities and inhabitants of the
coastal zone in Buritaca Village. :

The advances in the development of training and marine turtle conservation management have
permitted the various leading institutions to work not only jointly with governmental institutions.
Also benefiting from advise and guidance for the managing and conservation policies of marine
turtles are the Regional Autonomous Corporations and the Special Adminsitrative Unit of the
Natural National Parks System (UAESPNN). Products of this interaction have been numerous.

Due to the abandoning of field-work around mid-April, 1999, the Co-ordinator of the project and
the Field Co-ordinator have established a work agreement between a few institutions.
WIDECAST, the Natural National Park of The Corales del Rosario and San Bemard and the
Investigation, Education and Recreation Centre of the Islands of the Rosary namely (CEINER),
worked together to jointly develop protection, investigation and education activities on marine
turtles in the area. A co-operation agreement was signed for the formal authorisation of these
activities between WIDECAST and the CEINER, and a Work Plan was canvassed to perform
activities such as research into the dynamics, ecology and the problems of the Marine turtles on
the Rosary Islands. 1t included workshops on training in specialised aspects related with their
Biology and conservation in the CEINER subscribed area, as well as the design of a strategy of
dissemination and conservation encouragement and marine turtles protection. :

With the Autonomous Regional Corporation of the Magdalena “Corpamag”, there has been
enthusiasm about a co-operation agreement. This agreement is to advance joint efforts directed
towards the generation of information for the STRAP in Colombia establishment (Sea Turtle
Recovery Action Plan). This mainly to give a jump-start to programs of conservation of marine
turtles on the Department of Magdalena coastlines articulated with other entities both regional
and national.

An agreement signed by the Special Administrative Unit of the National Natural Parks System

UAESPNN and WIDECAST has seen the development of the following objectives:

e To work jointly on the construction on outlines of social participation to the end of
conservation of marine turtles‘in the National Parks,

e To elaborate a social and environmental map based on the social and institutional players
predominant in the nesting, migration, and feeding areas of marine turtles in the National
Natural Parks and their buffer zones,

e To participate in the planning and tertitorial zoning processes with the diverse entities and
players involved, principally in relation to the Policy for planning Coastal and Marine Zones;

e To determine economic and social sustainability of the productive projects that can be
classified as ‘alternative’ focused on the conservation of marine turtles species, the habitats
and eco-systems require for their survival, .

¢ To evaluate and to follow-up of the administration work in the environmental programs and
projects of conservation of marine turtles initiated together,

i
3

22



Bp Report - Sepember, 2000

¢ To contribute to implementing and developing the STRAP program (Sea Turtle Recovery
Action Plan), in the Wider Caribbean amongst others.

The National Co-ordinator of WIDECAST presented in October 1999 in Washington the results
of the joint work of the member entities of RETOMAR to the WWF, the Centre for Marine
Conservation, TNC, C.I. and the US FWS. Further, the co-ordinator spoke about the three
proposals that are to be worked on in the Colombian Caribbean and Pacific, of which two were
approved and funds secured from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

The interchange of experience and the articulation of national and foreign entities, which work
with marine turtles, have been enriched through meeting in two International Seminar —
Workshops, maintaining constant contact and allowing flow of information between entities such
as the following:

e WIDECAST

e ANAI Association of Costa Rica,

The University of Florida,

Center for Marine Conservation,

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

World Wildlife Fund,

Pro-TAMAR,

Natura Foundation,

Pro-Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, _
¢ And Darien Foundation, amongst others..

In this sense, participation in important international events has taken place. For example,
participation by the National Coordinator of WIDECAST as presenter in the Workshop titled
“Dialogue towards a Regional Management of the Marine Turtles in the Widen Caribbean”
organised by WIDECAST, WWF and UNEP in November, 1999 in the Dominican Republic.
More recently in July this year, the National Co-ordinator of WIDECAST together with the Field
Co-ordinator of the project, participated in the workshop titled “Guidelines for the Elaboration of
the Action Plan for the Conservation of Marine Turtles in Latin America and the Caribbean™ held
in Santa Marta, Colombia, with the sponsorship of the WWF-USA.

3.6 TRAINING AND CONSULTANCY

3.6.1 Objective 1

. . ..i . . . . vy eqe
Generate the processes of communication, dissemination, and education to achieve a sensibility,
possession, and participation of the communities in the local, regional, and national arenas for the
conservation of marine turtles in Colombia.

3.6.2 Objective 2

Broaden the general public knowledge base about the biology, threats and needs of marine turtles
conservation and protection of the marine and coastal eco-systems important for their survival.
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3.6.3 Objective 3

Give inputs and strengthen énvironmental education as fundamental component to the different
processes and programs underway and to articulate this with other entities at a regional level.
This is one of the action plans which have been adhered to strongly, lending support and serving
as a facilitator in the processes of establishing inter-institutional accords, allowing in turn
identification and implementation of the alternatives of the solution to the environmental
challenges and the marine turtles conservation. This permit bettering of the conditions of life of
the communities established in the coastal regions of the Caribbean, the Pacific, and other island
territories of Colombia.

Through the different training courses, meetings and events organised or participated in, room for
communication and dissemination of resuits have been generated. Education tools like topical
guides, and posters have been distributed. Identification “Leaflets”of specics charts, scientific
articles, stickers and other memorabilita have been exchanged. These materials have been
converted into inputs for researchers, community groups, NGOs, government entitics, and the
public in general.

These actions facilitate the contributions of individuals and entities to the different initiatives.
Initiative which lay out the ground work for work on the conservation of marine turtles in the-
different regions. The campaigns of awareness have been fundamental to the efforts with the
collaboration of students of the Universities of INCCA and Jorge Tadeo Lozano, students of the
Volunteer Park Rangers from the Special Adminsitrative Unit of the Natural National Parks-
System (UAESPNN), teachers of schools of the Department of the Magdalena and the group of™

environmental educators of the SILAKANGAMA NGO of Santa Marta. :

Flgure 16 Group of Spccnahets in Marine Turtles vmtmg the Beach Hatchcry
of the Palomino Artisanal Fishermen Committee, August 1999,
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The motivation and the degree of appropriation achieved by local and regional actors upon

. entering in contact with the WIDECAST-BP Conservation programme project, has permitted that
in addition to the profitable and educational activities promoted there was enthusiasm for the
voluntary labour in the ﬁeld activities such as:

» [Establishing and maintenance of the monitoring centers located in the previously described
points. _

* Ecological awareness towards the reproduction beaches.

» Tagging and nesting female protection.

» Nest identificatin and relocalisation on a Beach Protected Hatcheries

* Follow-up to the hatching process of the trans-located nests.

» Release of hatchlings.

Tl me oy

uqm"‘ e

Figure 17. A Youth of the Palomino Community in activities of Marine Turtles Protection
during Marine Turtles Protection Activities.
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4 OTHER RESULTS

Wlthm the negotiations brought forward by the Coordmator of the Project and the Field Co- .
ordinator of the WIDECAST-BP Conservation programme project, and within the framework of
the institutional strengthening activities, the following are emphasised:

s Support and consultancy was extended to two students of the Marine Biology Faculty of the
University Jorge Tadeo Lozano Foundation. The research project they worked on is best
summarised as the behaviour and reproductive biology of the marine turties that nest in the .
area of the Tayrona NNP and the buffer zone of the NNP of the Sierra Nevada de Santa
Marta.

e Scientific address to fulfil requirements for a Bachelor Degree of Ecology thesis titled
“Nutritional Behaviour of the Marine Turtles in the NNP of the Gorgona in the Colombian
Pacific Ocean” developed by two students of the Foundation University of Popayan (was
supported with mformatlon)

s Negotiations with the Prog’ram Chief of the Corales del Rosario and San Bernardo Islands
Natural National Park of the were tabled, so that within the framework of the policy for
“Parks, with People™, a workshop ‘is to be undertaken in Palomino. Palomino Artisanal
Fishermen Committee (COPAP) are participating on planning, leadership and community
strengthening in conservation of species and ecosystems. Empowered by the pedagogic
experiences of exchange, the fishermen and community leaders of the Archipelago of the
Islands of the Rosario, will share with the members of the COPAP and community leaders of
the region.

e Cornering financial resources through the National Coordinator of WIDECAST Colombia,
for the construction of a multipurpose “kiosko” {bamboo gazebo) on the beach located on the
straight margin of the Palomino River. Here members of COPAP could keep their fishing
tackles, launches and boats. The gazebo could serve at the same time as a refuge for the
volunteers that participate in the project of marine turtles conservation and, further, so that the
women of the COPAP can perform activities of sale of foodstuffs. Tourists that visit the
beaches in the area on the weekend would be attended in style.

» Consultancy was extended to the ‘members of the COPAP for the formulation and
presentation to the.Spaniard International Cooperative Agency (AECI) of the project profiled
as “Intercultural Strengthening among Traditional Fishermen and Indigenous Peoples in the
sector of the Basin of the Palomino River — Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta.” It was proposed
that they obtain a vessel duly equipped to accomplish fishing tasks and to improve the food
quality of the members of the COPAP and the indigenous community settled in the basin of
the Palomino River. The aim was to encourage the exchange of agricultural products for
crafts and by products of the sea.

e Brought to closure was a Workshop on Blology and Techniques of Marine Turtles
Conservation, in Buritaca, on the 3™ August 2000, in which the Fishermen Committee of The
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Cabins of Buritaca participated. The workshop saw coastal inhabitants, students of the
baccalaureate association of Buritaca, members of the Ecological Association UAL, officials
of the Tayrona and Sierra Nevada dé Santa Marta Natural National Parks participate. Also
participating were the officials of the foundation Pro-Sicrra Nevada de Santa Marta and
students of the faculties of Marine Biology of the Universities of Jorge Tadeo Lozano and of
the Magdalena.
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5 BEQUESTS

The donations that were received for the task of management by the National Coordinator with
resources stemming from the Agreement of the WIDECAST - BP Conservation Programme,
were the following:

[}

» A manual scanner to effect readings of PIT (microchips) that, in turn, will be inserted in the
nesting females of D. coriacea. Dr. Richard Reina of the University of Indiana, USA donated
this equipment. '

e A computer “Gatewéy 486" and a slide projector brand “Kodak™ were procured from Idea
Wwild. :

e From the Centre for Marine Conservation, the Associatton ANAI of Costa Rica, and the
Foundation Pro-Tamar of Brazil, the National Co-ordinator obtained audio-visual material,
videos, posters, and identification leaflets for the environmental education and awareness
program about marine turtles.

¢ A photographic camera, a nocturnal visor, metallic bands and applicators of the laboratories.
of Gainesville of the University of the Florida, implements destined for the WIDECAST-BP
Conservation programme in the Colombian Caribbean were received from the US Fish and
Wildlife Service. '

e Conservation International - Colombia, donated airiine tickets on AVIANCA for
transportation of the international and national conference participants that have attended the
different events organised by the project of the WIDECAST-BP Conservation programme. it
also made contributions of air tickets for the assistance of the National Coordinator of the
project and the Field Co-ordinator to the 20 International Symposium in Biology and Marine
Turtles Conservation attended in February and March of this year in Orlando, USA.

» Entities such as the WWF - Colombia and the David and Lucille Packard Foundation also
contributed resources to cover transport, housing and nourishment of the Director and the
Field Co-ordinator of the project when they attended the 20 International Symposium in
Biology and Marine Turtles Conservation. This done, it also funded costs of a representative
of one of the member entities of RETOMAR to the same symposium.
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6 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

BP Conservation Programme Follow-up Award
Financial Statement - San Andrés & Islas del Rosario (US $)

US §1 = $1,550 Col. Pesos

Total abproved Expenses San | Expenses Islas
Ttems budget Andrés del Rosario Project balance
Personnel '
Project Coordinator 3,097 387 194 2,516
Assistants 1,806 - 710 1,096
Secretarial services 419 202 - 217
Temporary 516 - 194 322
Supplies / materials 323 148 931 (756)
Equipment . 645| 13 883 (251)
Travel .
Travel (air & expenses) 1,613 2,201 2,977 (3,565)
Travel (ground) 145 517 670 (1,042)
Capacity building & dissemination 935 2 542 391
Sub-total 9,499 3,470 7,101 -1,072
Income (Reimbursement BP travel
expenses for researcher to UK) : : -1,087 1,087
Total 9,499 3,470 6,014 15

Note: Overexpenditures in the line items supplies / materials, equipment and travel are due to the execution

of more workshops than originally proposed.

Should further information on project budget execution be required, please contact project Coordinator

Diego Amorocho at widecast@widecast-col.org

MasTonands

b*ego "\morocho LL.. - CoordinatorWIDECAST Colombia
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7. ANNEXES
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The main objective for the "1l intarnational Seminar-
Waorkshop an Biology and Conservation of Sea
Turtles” held in the Tayrona National Park. between
the 25t and 28% of August. 1999, was to enforce the
Colombian Sea Turtle Conservation Network. within
the frame of the WIDECAST-8P Colombian project.

The goal was to define the main quideline to design-
and implement the Sea Turtle Restoration Plan

* (STRAP). which aims to help raduce the declins of
populations that inkabits the marine and coastal zones
of Colombia.

e

The hick of scientific information, weak law enforcement,

and lttle environmental education are some gthar issues that
contribute to the decline of sea turtles in the areas

mentioned above. '

To face these threats. the organizations participating in the
workshop developed a collaborative logical framework which
included 3 sat aerrtten'proposals that consider economic
options for the local communities. This initiative had the
support of the Ministry of the Environment and WIDECAST.

. i Ll
Photo 2: Il international Seml

The *Il Intarnational Seminar-Workshop® was the
continuation of 1 series of events started in May of
1998 in Palomino (Department of La Guajira}, which
served to establish the basa for the STRAP. This led to

the creation of the Colombian Sea Turtle Network —

RETOMAR -, which includes the Governmeantal-
agencies. NCOs, Community grass-roots groups. and
Universities that are currently running up projects in
both, the Caribbean and Pacific coasts of Coloinbia,

Contact Details

Drega Amorocho

8p Consenation Programme = Colombia
Project Leader

WIDECAST National Coordinator

Galle 4B #38°-37. Santa Isabel.

Cali. COLOMBIA .

Tel.: (572) 557-4265

E-mail: :

Figure 1: Sea turthe nesting and fecding areas of Colambia

. The RETOMAR workshop participants, identified
diverse social. economic and ecological issues affecting
the current sea turtle population. As a result of this,
the participants committed themselves to the
Implementation of management programs in order to

. minimiza the Actors depleting sea turtle population in’
their nesting and feading areas.

Sea turtle field researcher

The aim of these projects is to ensure the income of the local
communities, providing the future generations with an
opportunity to shift info new activities, confronting the
challenge of the new millennium.

RETOMAR MEMBER CRGANIZATIONS

WIDECAST - Colombia

Fundacién Darién

Fundacion Ave Fénix

Asodacion Nacional de Estudiantes de Ciencias
Bialdgicas (ANECB)

CORPAMAG

Parques Nacionalés Naturales Tayrona, Sierra Nevada de
Samta Marta, Gorgona y Sanquianga— VAESPNN
Ministerio del Medio Amblente .~

Fundacion Tortugas Marinas de Santa Marta

Comité de Pascadores Artesanales de Palomino
(CQPAP}

Asociacidn Defensores de 1 Naturaleza .

A -

T CAST AR D G B
L. NIDECAST"BP CSnservation Rr
~"Birdlife IntEinational ~ Fauaa and Florajints
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_OBJETIVOS

- * Suministrar herramiantas metrolégicas para

© la integracién, manejo y conservacion n_m
- las Tortugas Marinas.

* llustrar la problemdtica de conservacién de
TM. en ogo_du_m ¥ la regién del Gran
Caribe. -. ey

* Contribuir a la ooamo_amoa: y puesta en
funcicnamiente de la Red Colombiana para
la Conservacién de las Tortugas marinas
{RETOMAR),

' METODOLOGIA

* Conferencias magistrales.

* Prdcticas de faboratoric y campo.
* Medios audiovisuales.

* Material impreso.

CONFERENCISTAS

DIEGO AMOROCHO: .

Miambro del grupo de aspsciglists de .

- Tortugas Marinas de 1a UICN. co
‘Coordinador Nacional de WIDECAST umB
Colombia.(Red para la Conservacién de -

Tortugas Marinas para el Gran Omzum < Las

- Antillas)..
. Coordinador Zmn_o:E de mﬂoz>m
 Planificador - UAESPNN

- "CARLOS H. PINZON:

" Coordinador Caribe Central Colombiano de
Retomar (Red Colombiana para la
conservacion de Tortugas Marinas).
Miembro Fundacién Tortugas Marinas de -
Santa Marta.

Investigador asociado a WIDECAST -
Colombia.

PATRICIA SALDARA:
Profesional Universitario UAESPNN
Miembro Fundacidn Tortugas Marinas de
Santa Marta ‘
Investigador asociade a WIDECAST -
Colombia

3

CONTENIDO
.u..._.Bmw dfa |

- Historia, meoaos_m y distribucién mooo&aom
de las ._.o::omm Marinas.

- Blogeografia de las Tortugas Marinas

- Biclogla, ecelogia y compertamiento
nidatorio de las Tortugas Marinas.

- Factores que afectan la supervivencia de las
Tortugas Marinas, técnicas de seguimiento
y conservacion.

- La pesca incidental y los DET'S

- Los habitantes locales frente a la gestion
ambiental y la conservacién de especies de
Importancia ecolégica y econdmica,

- Actualizacion sobre proyectos investigativos
en biclogla y conservacidnde T. M. en
Colombia y 12 Regién del Gran Caribe.

- Legislacién nacional y acuerdos
internacionales sobre la proteccién de
._.oncnmm .Marinas.

n

. won_...:mo dia

- Omﬂmq.mznmgo_._ de playas, manejo de
formularios para la toma de datos, am:m_.o.
de hembras reproductoras y manejo um
nidos. - -

- Impontancia de las areas protegidas para la
conservacién de la Tortugas Marinas.

- Proyecto binacionales Colombia - Venezuela
Costa Rica. )

- Problematica y estado actual % .
conservacién de las Tortugas Marinas en
Colombia.

- Formulacién y presentacién de propuestas y -

acceso a fuentes de financiacién para
proyectos de oosmm_dmnaz de Tortugas
Marinas.

- Discusidn por mesa de Qmum_o "La
Conservacién de las Tortugas Marinas en
Colombia". .

- Plenaria; Bases para la elaboracion de un
Plan de Accién para la Conservacién de

" las Tortugas Marinas en el Caribe
Colombiane.

DURACION

Dos dias
Primer dia: 8 :00 AM - 6:30 PM. U.A.
Segundo dia. B:30 AM - €:00 PM. VIPIS

NUMZRO DE PARTICIPANTES: 45
Méximo .

DIRIGIDO A: estudiantes universitarios,
profesores,investigadores, entidades pibli-
cas y privadas Naclonales e Internaclonales,
interesados en enfoques teéricos y técnicas
de conservacién en Tortugas Marinas.

INVERSION:

Estudiantes: $ 60.000
Profesionales: $ 70.000

In¢luye memeorlas, certificado, ._dimonow.
traslado a Via Parque Isla de Salamanca <
almuerzo segundo dia.

CONSIGNAR: Banco de Occidente
802 - 80473 - 2, anombre de la
Facultad de Cienclas Bésicas

Informes: FUNDACION REMAR

-~ Gleini Gallardo Tel: 3415126
E- mail: glega_99 @ yahoo.com
" Anneth Vasquez Tel: 3650446
E - mail: ane63@latinmail.com
Fax: 3599229
Barranquilla - Atiantico
Colombla
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Este-evento preteride: Som:.md. el estado actual delas

poblaciones de tortugas Em_.:._mm en Colombia w otros:

" aspectos'relacionados con st _cqov_m_:mznm no:,...o__-
dar ademds la Réd de no:mm_émn_o: dé tortugas Zm:-
nas en ﬁcmoaw_m y como se. m:_nc_m: en el nc:ﬁxﬁo
de la Em_o: am_ Gran’ nm_.__um

JOUE OFRECE?

Se estdn ofreciendo cuatro (4) becas para estudiantes
de biologia, ingenieria ambiental y pesquera, ecolo-
gia y carreras afines a las ciencias naturales y sociales
fo mismo que a personas que se encuentren trabajan-
do con tortugas marinas en su institucién. Los aspi-
rantes deben enviar su hoja de vida acompaiiada de
la carta de recomendacién del tutor. La beca estd
representada en inscripcién, alojamiento, alimenta-
cién y transpaorte Omﬁmmm:w San Martin de Pajarales -
Cartagena.

a!.! -

ENTIDADES ‘Saﬂ_n:ul-_._.mu
UAESPNN, Ministerio del Medio >:._Em=nm
WIDECAST, Oceanario CEINER, U.S. Wildlife Service,
Projeto TAMAR, INVEMAR, Fundacién Pro- Sierra
Nevada de Santa Marta, Universidad de La Elorida,
mm:ﬂmﬂm:a Institute, Conservacion _Emamn_ozmw Fun-
dacién NATURA, Corporaciones Regionales, ONG’s
y Sociedad en General. ~

PONENCIAS MAGISTRALES
Algunas.de las ponencias estardn dirigidas por, “om si-
guientes conferencistas: o

o

8rian Bowen Universidad de la Florida - USA

jorge Picén U.S. wildlife Fish Service - USA
Didhier Chacén  Asociacion ANAI - Costa Rica
Enm Thomé Fundacién PROTAMAR. Brazil
Juan.M. Diaz INVEMAR - Colombia -
Pedro Arenas . Ministerio de! Medio Ambiente

Herndn D. Correa UAESPNN

'

f

_ DIEGO F. AMOROCHO LL.

El:Seminario ._.m__mﬁ tiene un: ‘costo de m 400. cce.oo

" -que comprende: -
“.e. Alojamiento

- = Alimentacion |
«: Transporte hm:mmm:m CEINER - Omnmmm:m
. nm;_rnmno : .

A

7\6302&

Las inscripciones deben hacerse antes del 11 de'julio -
" de 1999 y consignar a la cuenta No. 1160 - 036084 - 6%

de fa Corpordcién DAVIVIENDA a nombre’ n_m
CARLOS :mmz>z PINZON B.

",

Cupo Méximo de wm:_nimamw” '35 personas

La hora de'salida desde la ciudad de Cartagena hacia la 1sla
San Martin est4 programada para las 6:30 AM del miérco-
les 28 de julio en las instalaciones del Club de Pesca Carta-
gena de Indias, en el Fuerte del Pastelillo sector de Manga,

A los asistentes de. nacionalidad no_om:mmm:m se les
solicita, paraique _u:mam: participar en m_ taller y la
t_m:m:m presentar un resumen de maximo (3) rEmm
_de sus trabajos realizados sobre tortugas marinas.

_mcm_BmEm deben remitir un diskete con la misma
“informacién en Word 6.0, tipo documento, a doble
. espacio, tamafio de letra 12 y justificado, con ef fin_

de que la entrega de memorias sea durante “Il SEMI-

JNARIO TALLER INTERNACIONAL SOBRE CONSER-

VACION Y BIOLOGIA DE TORTUGAS MARINAS”

‘Para solicitar mayor informacién contactar a: .
CARLO H. PINZON 8,
Calle 11 No. 16D-04

Tel. (095} 420 4504 / 05

Calle 7 Oeste No. 2-168

Tel. (092) 892 6869

E-mail: damorocho@ciat.cgiar.org
Cel. (033) 493 5598

Cali - Valle del Cauca

Cel. {033) 640 2151
Santa Marta - Magdalena

1™ B AT

11 SEMINARIO TALLER -

I INTERNRCIONAL.

SONRE nOZum:S—n_Oz

¥ BIOLOGINR DE
TORTUGAS MARINAS.

SAN z_>5..z DE PAJARALES

i - ISLAS DEL ROSARIO

. - CARTAGENA DE INDIAS - COLOMBIA
A 28 - 31 DE JULIO DE 1999

O

Nombre: ' .

Documento de identidad:
de
Nacionalidad:

Direccion:

Teléiono:
Fax: _

‘E-mail:

‘Entidad que lo patrocina:

:Trabaja actualmente con tortugas marinas?
Si: No:

Fecha consignacién valor de la inscripcién:

-Dia Mes’ Ao

gnoz ﬂ mzﬁo DE ESTA _zmogn_oz SE ESTA CONFIRMANDO
LA ASISTENCIA AL CURSO”

. it
: SEB Ruwu :
. z ¥ +
N e )
Y S T
= ~
et e CONSFRVACION
NTERNACKINAL
Nt CENER -  VVEhnarkN

TS LET ey N

FureasKom
r | FUNDACION ANTONIO

EE RESTREPO BARCO

WIDECAST

B2t 1 ke Cerir et e 0
Toctuget Bamem o= Crom Lo
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Telemos el mafiand
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ANTECEDENTES
Red Colombiana

s Iniciativa de WIDECAST Colombia para Ia
para la Conservacién integracién de esfuerzos en la construccién,
de las Tortugas Marinas gestién y ejecucién del STRAP.

La propuesta es tema central en el I Seminnario -
Taller Internacional sobre Biologia y Conservacién

y ! de Tortugas Marinas en Colombia.
[% E i&g"ﬁg‘ A‘ @ (mayo de 1998 Palomino, La Guajira).

A partir de entonces se avanga ¢on acclones
articuladas en su consclidacién para la
conservacién de las tortugas marinas a nivel

Programa WIDECAST - Colombia nacional
MIEMBROS MIEMBROS
. ' ONGs
Organizaciones Gubernamentales
¢ Fundacion Darién
+ Fundacion Ave Fénix
«  CORPAMAG . gmggg(gﬁ%%g;l de Estudiantes de Ciencias
+  Universidad del Atlantico + Fundacién REMAR
»  Parques Nacionales Naturales Tayrona, Sierra * Fundacién Natura
Nevada de Santa Marta, Gorgona, Sanquianga y + Fundacién Prosierma Nevada de Santa Marta
Ah_dh Darién- UAE?PNN + Fundacién Tortugas Mannas de Santa Marta
*  Ministerio del Medio Ambiente + Comité de Pescadores Artesanales de Palomino (COPAP)
+ Fundacion Universitaria de Popaydn
+ Asociacion Defensores de la Naturaleza
® OBJETIVO GENERAL

par, ordenar y fomentar los
esfuerzos de conservacion e
investigacion sobre Tortugas Marinas
en Colombia, tendientes a la
formulacién y ejecucién del STRAP.




EJES TEMATICOS
Para Ia Conservacién efectiva

1. Investigacién cientifica

2. Proteccién y Manejo

3. Alternativas Productivas Sostenibles
4, Educacién ambiental y social

5. Legislacién normatividad

6. Gestion

Organigrama RETOMAR

WIDECAST Calambia
RETDMAR

r T 1
[ Fegin Dorién | [Fegida Caribe Conirel] | Regibn Pacticn |
Gentida ¥ cjorucitn local de proyectoa con grupos de
Dbess. excuelas, uriversidades, mitoridades mulientaies
¥ commmrdexdes.

COORDINACION OPERATIVA

Carlbe
i Central

Pacifico

RESULTADOS
1. Investigncién (Proyectos)

+ Binacional BP Conservation Programme

+ Analisis Genético de Poblaciones de TM

* Biologia de la Conservacion de TM en
Palomino.

+ Comportamiento alimenticio de TM en
Gorgona

« Biologia de la Conservacién en Playona
Darién

* Compilacion y Sistematizacién de TM en
Colombia.

RESULTADOS

WIDECAST - CEINER, Islas del Rosario.
Fundacion PROSIERRA, Santa Marta
WIDECAST — CORPAMAG, Santa Marta.
WIBECAST — UAESPNN

WIDECAST — MINAMBIENTE Colombia
Donaciones Equipo iDEA WILD
Daonaciones material educativo CMC
Proyectes NMFS (Darién y Caribe Central}
Programa de Proteceidn TM en ¢l Pacifico
Participacién en procesos de Crdenaniento Territorial y de
Manejo de zonas Marino Costeras.

+  Domacién WWF Asistencia 20 Simposio

2. Gestlén

RESULTADOS
3, Capacitacién y Divalgacion

* Taller Biologia de la Conservacion Acandi.

= Guia Temitica para 1a Conservaciin de las TM

+ Taller El Valle, Chocd

+ Memorias 2° Curso Taller y 1° Seminario RETOMAR en Palomino.
= Curso Taller drea de amortiguacién PNN Tayrona

* 2° Seminario Internacional y Taller en Tayrona y Memorias

« Taller Biologia de la Conservacién Barranquilla.

* Programas TV, entrevistas radiales y de prensa, artdiculos publicados.
« Asistencia & Cursos y Seminarios nacionaies ¢ it ronak

+ Distribuciin de material educativo




RESULTADOS

4. Fortalecimiento

+ Posicionamiento de WIDECAST Colombia y su
programa RETCMAR en el 4mbito nacional e
internacional.

« Capacidad Técnica y administrativa para la
coordinacion de programas y proyectos.

« Comstitucién Juridica. ... MANTENERLAS EN EL M

REFAR
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 Sigue el sacrificio de 10 GUEIONIOS g eapectader, miroles, 13 de octubre de 1992

a las tortugas

Buscan proteger

. P
b 1

- - T Bogotd
- Elfortalecimiento del plan deaccién para
. .- Ia conservacién de las tortugas marinas
"7 - ‘en Colombia fue el objetivo principal del
11 Séminario-Tallér Internacional en Bio-
" logfa y Conservacién de Tortugas Mari-
nas que se llevo a cabo entre los dias 25y
-~ 28 de agosto en el Parque Nacional Natu-
-2~ ral Tayrona, Es la segunda vez que estos
- . -quielonics, los més grandes y deeprotegi-
“ 2" dosde nliestro pafs, son el centro de aten-
© cién dela comunidad cientifica.
Este Il Seminario-Taller es la conti-
- nuacién del primer evento realizado en
: Palomino, departamento de La Guajira
- ertinayo de 1998, donde se establecieron
- luslrases para el plandeacci6n, a partir de
" faconformaciény consolidacién delared
" ¢>lumbiana para la conservacién y pro-
- tecci6on de las tortugas marinas, con la
_ participaci6n de entidades gubernamen-
. tales, ONG’s, grupos comunitarios orga-
" nizados, universidades y personas natu-
rales de diferentes zonas del pais.

'

El évento reunid a especialistas enel’

" tema de las tortugas marinas, quienes

. apoyados por Conservacién Interna-
" _.cional-Colombia, arribaron a la sede
-7 de la reunién provenientes de la Uni-
- 'versidad de La Florida (USA), la Aso-
" ciacién Anai {Costa Rica), el Ministe-
_* rio del Medio Ambiente, las Universi-
-7 -'dadesde AntioquiayJorge Tadeo Loza-
“_ no, el Comité de Pescadores Artesana-
. les de Palomino, la Unidad de Parques

Ry 4
#ur

- - ——

Hay que escuchar a tiempo el tlamado delatencion. S.0.S por las tortugas.

Nacionales Naturales y las Fundacio-
nes Darién, Ave Fénixy Tortugas Mari-
nas de Santa Marta. 7
Estos reptiles marinos que por-mas
de 50 millones de afios han existido so-
bre la faz de la tierra sin experimentar
cambios significativos, representan un
importante componente de la diversi-
dad biol6gica mundial. En el siglo pasa-
do sus poblaciones fueron abundantes
enlos mares tropicales y subtropicalesy

ARCHIVD

hoy en €l untbral del siglo XXI, algunas
poblaciones de las cinco especies que
frecuentan nuestropafs, han tenidouna
reduccién dréstica y otras han desapa-
recido debido al sacrificio masive de
hembras en las playas de anidamiento,

" sustraccion de huevos para el consumo

humano, el mefcadeodelacarneyalgu-
nos subproductos como la grasa, el
aceite y los caparazones, ademis de la
pesca accidental de tortugas en barcos.

B - e

PSRN
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