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Section 1: 
 
Summary (max 200 words): 
 
Endangered Greater adjutant makes nesting colonies in outside the State owned 

protected area network in Assam and community conservation initiatives are the 

only hope for saving this bird from the extinction threat.  Assam, harbours about 

80% of its global population and is considered of its global stronghold. A 

community conservation programme was initiated in the traditional nesting colony 

areas and results were very positive. Nest numbers has increased in the key 

nesting colony locations. State wide status survey was completed after a gap of 

18 years since this bird was surveyed in Assam. Increase of number has 

indicated a positive population trend, however many traditional nesting colony 

were also found missing. Large number of nest fall chick was a concern for this 

bird. Villagers put nets bellow the nesting trees and could save many marooned 

nest fall chicks after proper treatment by the competent authorities. A well 

designed campaign has generated a positive atmosphere towards conservation 

of this endangered bird in Assam.  Ownership feeling of villagers for this bird 

could be observed in the key nesting locations. Policy makers, media houses and 

fellow NGOs felt for this species and survival prospects of this bird has definitely 

got a major boost.  

 

 

Introduction (max 500 words): 

Greater Adjutant Leptoptilos dubius,  once very widely distributed in India, South 

and South East Asia, is currently  known to distributed only in Assam and Bihar 

in India (Rahmani et al. 1990, Choudhury. 2000, Choudhury et al, 2004 and 

Mishra and Mandal, 2009)  and a very few South East Asian countries in very 

small (Clements et. al. 2007).  This species has been placed in “endangered” in 

IUCN Red list and Schedule IV in Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.   Experts 

suggest that population of this colonial nesting large sized water bird has 

declined drastically in last couple of decades basically due to destruction and 
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disturbance of its traditional nesting colonies areas (Goswami and Pator 2007).  

However, presence of other physiological threat, if any, is still unknown or not 

studied. 

  

In Assam, Greater Adjutant mainly establishes their nesting colonies in privately 

owned land in countryside tall trees. Though past nesting records are available 

within protected areas, currently this bird mainly depends on its traditional 

nesting sites in thickly populated areas outside the protected area network. As 

this bird use mainly private areas for its nesting in Assam, Government 

sponsored institutional mechanism has limited role to play on its breeding habitat 

and entire in situ conservation scenario. Community is a key stakeholder for any 

in situ future conservation effort (Barman et al. 2011). Government forest 

department, non- governmental organisations, academic and research institution 

may provide necessary supports for spreading the conservation programmes in 

the communities.  Very recently this bird has been identified as an “edge” species 

by Zoological Society of London and opined that this bird is slowly moving 

towards more danger zone (Walter Jetz e. al., 2014). If the population takes 

further downward trends, conservation breeding programme cannot be ruled out 

for this species.  It is important to note that a large number of chicks die every 

year due to nest fall and timely rescue and rehabilitation of nest fall bird may play 

an important role in its conservation. (Barman, 2013, Singha et al, 2006). 

 

Through this project, we initiated a community conservation programme in the 

prime breeding locations of Kamrup and Nagaon District of Assam.  Communities 

have responded to the conservation of this bird and now this bird is protected by 

the villagers in these nesting colony. In the return, population has increased in 

Kamrup District and now it is estimated that probably 50% of its global population 

could be seen in this district alone.  

 

Till last decades, Nagaon District breeding colony of this bird used to be biggest 

nesting colony in Assam (Singha et al. 2003), but however its Kamrup breeding 
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colony is now probably the biggest nesting colony of this bird. Again breeding 

colony in Nalbari District is also missing. In one breeding colony of Dadara-

Pacharia-Singimari villages of Kamrup District of Assam we recorded about 450 

numbers of individuals in the month of November 2013 and this could be 

considered as the highest number of this bird in any of its breeding colony 

recorded elsewhere. 
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Section 2: 
 

 
Aim and objectives (max 200 words): 
 

The project was aimed to know the current status of this species and its habitat in 

Assam. Conservation campaign was planned in and around nesting colonies in 

collaboration with other local community based organisations (CBO).  

 

Following objectives are planned to achieve the goal of the project.  

 To investigate the status of habitats in Morigaon, Nagaon, Sibsagar and 

Kamrup District, Assam. 

 Involve Community Based Organisations (CBOs) in each nesting colony 

locations for a sustainable community based actions to protect the nesting 

trees. 

 To initiate conservation campaign in Morigaon, Nagaon and Sibsagar 

Districts involving celebrities and media houses. 

 To save nest fall chicks in nesting colony areas. 

 To sensitize conservation policy makers for conservation of this bird and 

list this is as a priority work in wildlife conservation programmes. 

 

Though the status survey was conducted throughout the previous recorded 

distribution range of the State of Assam, conservation campaign was only 

possible in Kamrup, Morigaon and Nagaon district.  Conservation campaign was 

also planned in Sibsagar, later but It was decided by the project team that rather 

than doing campaign in this district, where presence of Greater Adjutant was not 

in great numbers, more efforts and conservation investment should be in 

Kamrup, Nagaon and Marigaon district. 

 

Methodology (max 500 words): 
 

We started with a pre-campaign survey in the breeding colony area other than 

Kamrup district to understand the motivational need of the nest tree owners. This 
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was already done in the previous CLP project for Kamrup and repetition was not 

essential in this district. Various community conservation activities were designed 

to motivate nest tree owners based on the pre-campaign survey results. We 

identified various key groups in the villages who could influence the nest tree 

owners to allow Greater Adjutant to make nesting colonies in their private trees.  

We approached young students, women folks, elderly respected persons from 

the locality to generate an “ownership feeling” among the villagers for having 

Greater Adjutant in their villages.  Street plays were played in the breeding 

locations to describe the situation of this bird and its need for conservation. 

Children were involved through spot drawing competition and after each 

competition a presentation was made to them describing the importance of this 

bird. Women folk were motivated to form “hargila sangrakhyan parial” (family for 

saving greater adjutant), who highlighted the importance of the bird with various 

activities in their own localities.  Religion plays an important role in the village life. 

Keeping this in mind, conservation appeals were made in religious functions in 

the breeding locations taking the advantage of large gatherings during these 

functions. We consciously avoided any cash offer to the nest tree owners to 

support the nesting colony of this endangered bird. Because, sustainability of 

cash offer might be very difficult in long run and this might create bigger problem 

for the bird in future.  

 

Status survey of this bird was carried out by visiting each historical and current 

breeding location from the month of October to March. This was repeated twice 

in two successive breeding seasons. Prior to survey, historical records were 

gathered through revisiting published literatures and consultation with the 

experts. 

 

To save the nest fall chicks, nylon nets were placed under the nesting colonies. 

However, due to resource constrains, this was done only in Kamrup. Nest fall 

chicks were then handed over to Assam State Zoo and rescue and rehabilitation 

facilities. Survived chicks were treated and hand raised by these institutions and 
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once they are fit they were release back to wild.  To highlight the conservation 

need of this bird, “bird release” events were organised.  Released birds were 

named after local school children and after renounced conservationists and tree 

owner’s children.  

 

Policy makers were roped in this programme while conducting any major field 

events like in “bird release programme”, “baby shower” programme for greater 

adjutant during the breeding seasons, in kind donations programme to nest tree 

owners’ children for excelling in examinations, wetland days celebrations and 

earth day celebration.  An initiation was taken for formulating a species recovery 

plan for this species. This was done through a series of workshops where 

government policy makers were invited along with the experts in this field. During 

these meetings, government decision makers were enlightened with the facts 

and figures of this species and regarding the urgent need for its conservation. 

 

 

Outputs and Results (max 500 words) 

 

Survey was conducted in three consecutive seasons. All historical breeding 

locations were visited and breeding colonies were recorded, if found. Numbers of 

birds found the breeding colonies were recorded. This survey was done after a 

gap of 15 years and results were compared with the previous efforts during 1994-

1996 (Singha et. al, 2003).  It was observed that there is a increase of 31.97 % 

during breeding season, and 55% increase in non breeding population of this bird 

from the previous count of Singha et al, 2003. There was a significant increase of 

numbers of this birds found in Kamrup district too, while few breeding colonies 

were could not be located as described by Singha et al., 2003. It was interesting 

to observe the dispersion of the bird in many other districts during non-breeding 

seasons which were not recorded in Singha et al., 2003. 

 
 
 
 



 13 

Table 1: Greater adjutant distribution survey results in three consecutive breeding seasons 
(2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14) 

  District Name Average counts                                   Other Survey records (Singha et al. 2003) 

1 Kamrup  490 356 

2 Nagaon  72 69 

3 Morigaon  38 5 

4 Barpeta      

5 Nalbari    11 

6 Baska      

7 Sibsagar  36 39 

8 Jorhat 16 5 

9 Golaghat     

10 Tinsukia     

11 Dibrugrah     

12 Darang     

13 Sonitpur      

14 Tinsukia 8   

15 North lakhimpur    3 

  Total 660 488 

 
 
 
Table 2: Greater adjutant distribution survey results three consecutive non-breeding seasons 
(2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14) 

 
  

Districts Average 
counts                                   

Other Survey records (Singha et al 2003) 

1 Kamrup  456 209 

2 Nagaon  67 92 

3 Morigaon  28   

4 Barpeta  18   

5 Nalbari  4 16 

6 Baska  2   

7 Sibsagar  34 40 

8 Jorhat 18 3 

9 Golaghat 4   

10 Tinsukia 8   

11 Dibrugrah 4 10 

12 Darang     

13 Sonitpur  28 70 

14 Tinsukia 3   

15 North Lakhimpur  8   

  Total 682 440 
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Figure No. 1: Current Distribution map of Greater Adjutant in Assam (both breeding and non 
breeding sites)  
 
 

To understand the arrival and departure of birds in the nesting colony areas, 

intensive observation was made in one nesting colony of Kamrup district.  In this 

nesting colony numbers of birds were recorded in every day (morning and 

evening) from the month of arrival of the bird in the breeding colony till the month 

when the observer could this bird in the colony. This intensive observation was 

possible through a group of young volunteers from the nesting colony villages of 

Dadara-Pacharia-Singimary of Kamrup Dirstict.  It can be noted that this bird 

starts coming to nesting locations in late August and occupies the nesting colony 

till April.   
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Figure 2: Numbers of Greater adjutants seen in various months in 2012-12 at Dadara-Pacharia-
Singimari breeding colony.  
 

Community campaigns:  

We involved communities in and around the breeding locations using a numbers 

of community conservation tools and similar initiatives towards conservation of 

this globally endangered bird. Efforts were stressed from the previous projects in 

one breeding locations of Kamrup district and extended to Marigaon and Nagaon 

district. This is a continuous effort and there is no maximum numbers for such 

activities (more numbers of activities are always welcome), the project could 

completed a few depending on the availability of resources.  Here are some 

notable activities of community conservation campaigns.  

   

Educating school students: At the very beginning we started environmental 

education activities for local school student. Rather than going one school to 

other, we concentrated in a small private school “Sankardeva Sisu Niketan” 

located at the heart of the nesting colony villages. Majority of the pupil of this 

school were children of nest tree owners. We introduced the students with 

importance of biodiversity and wildlife conservation through play and group 

activities. After taking regular environmental education activities with the student 

of this school, they were slowly introduced with Greater Adjutant. They all were 

surprised to know that they live with an endangered bird in their home gardens. 

We also introduced quize competition, drawing competition, poem competition 
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among the student to involve themselves for conservation of Greater adjutant in 

their villages.  

 

Scholarship for the children of nest tree owners: We introduced a small token 

scholarship programme for local students who secured good marks in board 

examination. With this activity local students were the beneficiary and almost all 

of them were children of nest tree owners. 

  

Working with women folk: We worked with the women folk of the locality to 

make them understand the importance of Greater adjutant conservation. Village 

women folks were shy as usual for participating in any formal conservation 

discussion.  We organized cooking competition among themselves during 

Assamese bihu festival.  During the cooking competition they spontaneously 

participated in the discussion for conservation of Greater adjutant in their own 

villages. During the discussion, they were amazed to know about the fact that 

this endangered bird has chosen only their villages to breed.  Knowing this fact, 

their motherly instinct opined that they will not allow any disturbances during the 

breeding season of this bird in their villages. They even “celebrated” and publicly 

made wishes to the bird for a successful nesting season in their villages like they 

do for their own female relatives during their first motherhood (baby shower for 

Greater adjutant !). 

 

Motivating young groups:  We organized many group meeting with local young 

boys and girls at their 20s. They were informed about the importance of this bird 

and very specifically mentioned that if they successfully conserve this nesting 

colony, this village may be a destination for bird tourism. Few bird tourist groups 

were introduced with these young groups and they served them as their guide in 

their birding trip inthe nesting colony. They were also taken to Assam State Zoo 

to introduce with the other conservation initiatives. In the nesting colony many 

young chicks die due to nest fall injuries. Though this is natural process, but 

saving a nest fall bird of a globally endangered bird with a population of less than 
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1000 individual will have positive impact. After knowing the importance of this 

bird, the young groups even rescued many nest fall chicks and handed over to 

Assam State Zoo for further treatment and rehabilitation. Before that these boys 

had no concerns for these nest fall birds which were die eventually. Released 

birds were named after young students so that the motivation for conservation of 

this bird goes to another level.  

 

Campaign in Social media:  Campaign was also done using social media like 

Facebook. A facebook group page “Greater adjutant network” page was 

constituted  for conservation of this species.  Many participants have subscribed 

to this page and valuable information and suggestion could be gathered through 

facebook. Through this group information exchange was done towards 

conservation of this species in Assam.  Some participants of this page have 

volunteered during the State wide status survey and even participated in the 

various campaign field works. 

 

Motivating local police:  In Indian scenario, it is always important to have on 

board law enforcing authorities while implementing any community conservation 

programme. In this effort too we had local police a stakeholder for conservation 

of this globally endangered bird. Kamrup Police department was invited to 

participate in the conservation efforts for this bird in this nesting colony. They 

actively participated in all conservation programme and they even voluntarily 

published hoarding with conservation message for this bird in the locality. 

Involvement of police made a real difference and poachers did not have courage 

to disturb or kill the bird in the colony.   

 

Integrating with local religious prgramme:  The mythological story about stork 

helping baby delivery was narrated to the local elderly women folk. They liked the 

story and decided to include stork in the local religious procession. This 

motivated local people a lot and publicly supported the conservation efforts of 

this stork in their locality.  
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Apart from these programme education material (poster and leaflets) were 

published and freely distributed among the local students 

 
Table 3: Details of project activities (major activities):   
Sl.

No 

Programme Number Number of 

Participants 

Target Groups Comments 

1 Workshop for 

project staffs 

4 28 Project staffs and 

volunteers who will 

participate in the 

data collection and 

field sessions 

This was organized to 

have a interaction 

session with the 

project staffs to 

familiarized then in 

the project aim and 

objectives and 

methodology and 

overall project 

activities. 

2 Group meeting 32 11x 10 (average) Field volunteers, 

local youth groups 

These group meeting 

was organised to 

orient field volunteers 

towards the project 

aim and objectives. 

3 Meeting with top 

decision makers 

(Forest 

Department) 

8 4 x 2 (average) Principal Chief 

Conservator of 

Forest, Chief 

Conservator of 

Forest, Research 

Officer, Forest 

Department, 

Conservator of 

Forest, Assam Civil 

Service Officers, 

Assam Police 

Service Officers) 

These meeting was 

organized basically to 

give them a recent 

update of the status of 

the bird and for 

request to take 

necessary actions and 

help in conservation 

initiative for this bird. 

5 Public meeting 

and nest tree 

owner felicitation 

programme 

4 4 x 40 (average) Local villagers, nest 

tree owners, local 

forest department 

officials 

For a better 

understanding of the 

bird and its 

importance. Free 

distribution of poster 

and educational 

materials, to praise 

the efforts of nest tree 

owners etc. 

8 Public Rally 1 150 (aprox) Students  and 

villagers of the 

nesting colony area 

To raise public 

awareness on the 

importance of the 

species and its 

conservation 

9 Street Play in 
Public places 

12 Viewer 
approximately 50 
(average) per play  

Viewers includes 
common citizens, 
students etc  

To raise public 

awareness on the 

importance of the 

species and its 

conservation 
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10 Drawing 
competition for 
the students 

12 30 (aprox) X 12 Students To raise awareness 

and knowledge on the 

species and its 

conservation 

11 Women self help 
group 

1 15 members Women folk of the 
breeding colony 
areas 

This is to unite village 
women folk for the 
cause 

 
 

Project Activities photographs: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

Scholarship giving to the nest tree owner’s children who excelled in the secondary 

examination 

Scholarship giving to the nest tree owner’s children who excelled in the secondary 

examination 

Motivating women folks for conservation of Greater adjutant in the nesting colony 

areas 
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Rescue of nest fall chick in the nesting colony area 

Release of rescued bird and foraging of rescued (see the tag) with other storks in the wild 

Hoarding erected by fellow NGO and Kamrup Police for conservation of Greater Adjutant 
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Hoarding erected by fellow CBOs at the nesting colony areas 

Activities with young students at the nesting colony locations 

Working with young students and Students’ prayer in front of a Stork statue for 

conservation of Adjutant Stork in their village 
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Self help group activities in the nesting colony area 

Campaign works in Morigaon and Nagaon 

Street play in Nagoan and Kamrup 
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Cultural procession for Greater adjutant conservation 

A Stork’s appeal to the public 

Motivating tender minds makes a big difference 
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Briefing villagers regarding the storks and taking them to visit Science Express for 

more knowledge 

Our campaign bus 

Informing legal protection provisions for Greater Adjutants to public and signature 

campaign for protection of this species. 
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75 feet tall bamboo platform constructed for close observation of nest. A photo of an 

incubating stork at the nest 

Calendar and coffee mugs produced during the project 
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Achievements and Impacts  
 

We started working in the Kamrup District breeding colony in 2009. Since then 

people around the nesting colony had stopped disturbing the bird and result is 

crystal clear. Nests number have increased significantly and with the presence of 

about 450 numbers of storks in the breeding season, this nesting colony has 

become the largest congregation of this bird in the breeding season. The 

numbers of birds have also seen increased in the garbage dumping site near 

Guwahati city, which is the main feeding ground for this bird in the non-breeding 

season. With about 450 individuals. This increase of population in Kamrup 

District is about 50%  after Singha et. al. (2003). As there is no other group is 

working in the area for conservation of this bird, this is surely an impact and good 

work through Conservation Leadership Programme in last few years. The local 

villager has now felt that they are actually the “owner” of this bird, when they 

come for nesting in just backyards of their house. Thus developing this 

“ownership feeling” for the bird within the villagers has significantly played a 

positive role towards the conservation of this birds in this area. This is only 

possible with cooperation of the community around and all future efforts should 

be towards the sustenance of this “ownership feeling”.  Success of this nesting 

colony can be an eye opener for all other nesting colonies in Assam.  Through 

this project, we highlighted the success of Kamrup District in other nesting colony 

areas of Nagaon and Marigaon District. The ball has been set to roll in these 

nesting colonies too. Now in future efforts need to concentrate more in these 

districts. Many community based organisations actively participated in the 

awareness activities in these districts. They came forward with their innovative 

ideas while conducting educational programmes through street plays in these 

localities. These community based organisations needs to be involved more for 

sustenance of the conservation movements of this globally endangered birds in 

all nesting colonies in Assam.  The bird was once hated by local people due to its 

association with the butcher house wastes (against the local religious sentiment) 

but now the same group of people feels that they are the owner of this bird in 
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their locality. They even symbolically took this birds in their village religious 

functions too. This is indeed a big achievement of the project.   

 

The state level survey has given the updated information of the bird for the whole 

State. Last State level survey was done in 1995-96 by Singa et al (2003). We 

could confirm that many historical breeding colonies were found to be missing 

now. This survey will definitely guide and give valuable information to the 

conservationists for formulating a long term conservation action plan for this bird.  

 

There was a constant pressure from the nest tree owners to save the nest fall 

chicks, as they now wants to save each and every individuals of this species. 

Through this project we could facilitate and help the villagers to save the nest fall 

chicks by providing nets under the nesting trees. Many nest fall birds could be 

save with this, and many of these were released back to the wild after proper 

treatment by competent authorities.  Involvement of Assam Police Department in 

the conservation of this bird was a great achievement. Kamrup District division of 

Assam Police had erected few hoardings in the nesting colony for conservation 

of this bird and this can be easily replicated in the other nesting colonies by the 

Assam Police of these districts. Government Forest Department was appraised 

of the need for conserving this bird through various formal and informal meetings, 

and they now seem to be more or less aware of the conservation situation of this 

bird.  But, practically, as awareness in the government department changes with 

the interest of the person in-charge, similar efforts need to be repeated with the 

change of in-charges of the forest divisions of various nesting colony area. 

Assam Forest Department now has a big plan for Deepar beel Wildlife 

Sanctuary, a key feeding habitat of this bird. 

  

Media houses were briefed periodically about the importance of this bird through 

many formal and informal meetings. Throughout the project tenure, media played 

a very positive role and they keep publishing project information. Through them 

general public was made aware about the project activities. Many people started 
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sharing information of this bird from the very remote areas. Awareness of general 

public through this project definitely can be cited as a project impact. 
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Section 3: 
 

 

Conclusion (max 250 words): 

Greater adjutant mainly uses areas for breeding mainly outside the government 

sponsored protected area network. That’s why, community is the key stakeholder 

for conservation of this species. They should be taken into confidence while 

planning and executing any conservation efforts for this species. While, 

government forest department may be the official flag bearer for conservation of 

the species, but communities, especially nest tree owners should be always on 

board for this. Government forest department may direct certain developmental 

activities for people in the breeding colony area.  

 

An exclusive rescue and rehabilitation facility for the nest fall chicks might come 

handy.  Concern agencies should try to establish one in Kamrup District, that too 

next to a breeding location, where maximum numbers of the birds could be 

found. This will not only improve the survival rate of nest fall chicks but also 

spread the awareness of this bird to the world. All conservation efforts needs to 

be continued by concern agencies, including NGOs and CBOs for a long term till 

the bird increases its population by a considerable percentage in all historical 

breeding locations. Only by this we can secure the future of this bird.  

 

Supported by Conservation Leadership Programme and execution of this project, 

this will be definitely considered as an important step towards conservation of 

this globally endangered species.   

 
 

Problems encountered and lessons learnt (max 500 words) 
 

1. Community wants benefit in hard cash in return for conservation of this bird. 

They expressed this to us many times. But we could offer any money as we 

thought that this may create problem in long term due to sustenance of this 

cash rewards scheme. It was very hard to convince them that we could save 
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this bird without involvement of cash.  Though they were unwilling to 

recognize this initially, but slowly they understood and participated in the 

conservation programme.   

2. Jealousy was very common among villagers. We noticed that when we 

involved one group of people or a person in our programs some other groups 

or individual were unhappy. Again we could not accommodate all of them in 

one events. Thus we had to be very careful while selecting villagers for 

project activities.  

3. Number of nest fall chick was one of the biggest challenge we faced.  As due 

to shortage of resources, it was very difficult to attend all nest fall chicks and 

transport them to proper facility for further treatment and rehabilitation. This 

happens from the month of October to March. This is a very long period to 

generate sufficient resources for treatment and care of these nest fall chicks. 

Again, treatment facilities are too far from the nesting colony and in some 

cases it was observed that it would have easy to attend these cases and 

survival percentage could have been better if such facilities could be created 

in the breeding locations itself.  

4. Veterinary care is essential during for the nest fall chicks or any injured bird 

found in the locality.  It is always difficult to get volunteers veterinarian.  More 

resource and planning are require for a flawless rescue and rehabilitation of 

nest fall chicks. 

5. In the very first year we could formed few self help groups (SHG) and trained 

them on livelihood practices using the village resources for more income 

generation.  We also helped them to display their products in a International 

agricultural and horticulture event organised by State Government.  But we 

could not continue to support them due to lack of resources in the subsequent 

years.  SHGs are still waiting for us to get some help to continue their efforts 

with such endeavour. 
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In the future (max 200 words): 

1. To expand extensive awareness campaign throughout Assam and to 

design a well planned incentive programme for communities involving 

conservation of greater adjutant nesting colonies. 

2. To continue the community activities in Kamrup District (Dadara, Pasariya 

and singmari Village) so that the population could be doubled in this this 

district in coming years.  

3. A community interpretation center might be a very useful tool to spread 

the conservation message for this species.  Establishing such centre in a 

breeding colony area would be very beneficial and we should definitely try 

to establish one in coming years. 

4.  We felt that developing conservation guards from the villagers would be 

very beneficial. We shall try for this in coming years.  

5. We shall try to involve Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayat for 

any future conservation programme for this bird. As they have not shown 

any interests, currently they are not considered as an important 

stakeholder.  But given the change in future, they might help this effort in a 

better way. 

6. Tall trees are decreasing in the area due to even natural factors. We 

should try to do a plantation programme of the nesting tree species in 

coming years. 

7. There is still dearth of many scientific information for this bird. We shall try 

to do molecular level study of this bird in future to understand the ecology 

of this bird.  

8. To understand the document the home range of this bird more 

scientifically, we should try to do satellite tagging of this bird in future.  

9. We shall try a nest and tree adoption system for this bird in future. 

10.  We shall try to establish an in-situ rescue and rehabilitation facility for 

nest fall chick of this bird in the breeding colony area.  
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Section 4: 
Appendix I 

 

Financial Statement Summary 
 

Itemized Expenses (in US$) CLP Request US$ Total CLP used  
US$ 

Project Preparation  

Communications (telephone/internet/postage) 1000.00 900.00 

Field guide books, maps, journal articles and 
other printed materials 

800.00 700.00 

Insurance (if awarded this must be verified) and 
medical supplies 

(Please detail: accident insurance and medical 
insurance for team members) 

200.00 100.00 

Visas and permits  500.00 500.00 

Team training  1000.00 1100.00 

Reconnaissance  1000.00 1000.00 

Other (Please detail: none) 0.00 0.00 
Equipment  

Scientific/field equipment and supplies  1500.00 1500.00 

Photographic equipment  2500.00 2500.00 

Camping equipment (Please detail main items: 
none) 

0.00 0.00 

Boat/engine/truck (including fuel)  3000.00 3200.00 

Others  3500.00 3500.00 

Accommodation for team members and local 
guides  

1200.00 1200.00 

Food for team members and local guides  1000.00 1250.00 

Travel and local transportation  1500.00 1550.00 

Customs and/or port duties  0.00 0.00 

Workshops  1500.00 1350.00 

Outreach/education activities and materials  3000.00 2950.00 

Other (Please detail: none ) 0.00 0.00 

Administration 900.00 900.00 

Report production and results dissemination 600.00 600.00 

Other 0.00 0.00 

Project Total in US Dollars:  

 

24700.00 24800.00 
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Appendix II 
Copies of any newspaper/magazine articles relating to the project 

NewsClip1: Published in Ananda Bazar Patrika 

 
 

NewsClip2  Published in Assamtimes 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/6252 

World EarthDay celebrated by Aaranyak 

Submitted by editor on Tue, 24/04/2012 - 15:06 

 

 

 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/6252
http://www.assamtimes.org/user/1
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Celebrating World Earth Day 2012 with grassroots has deserve special mention. 

Aaranyak in association with Sankardev Sisu Niketon, Dadara celebrated World Earth 

Day 2012 on 22nd and 23rd April with villagers and school children in three adjoining 

villages Dadara, Pasaria and Singimari in style. Their decision to take out a candle light 

march on 22nd April evening was to mobilize mass support to save the planet on World 

Earth Day. However little did the locals of Dadara know, that their motive to encourage 

more people to work for conserving their surrounding complimented this year’s theme for 

Earth Day: Mobilise the Earth. “Green oath” signature campaign attracted mass villagers 

and they expressed their thought of protecting nature for future. 

 

On 23rd April with continued event of “Green Oath” signature campaign, they conducted 

a drawing competition for school children of Dadara themed on “Mobilizing the Earth”. 

A mass rally was organized involving school children and local villagers who were 

spreading message of saving earth. Mr Paresh Das, Principal of Sankardev Sisu Niketon 

delivered a brief talk on “Green Oath” and under his guidance children villagers took the 

oath and took pledge. 

 

Purnima Devi Barman an environmental educator and a wildlife Biologist of Aaranyak 

and a lecturer in Handique Girls College briefed the audience about the participation of 

Earth day and the history behind its celebration. Programme was followed by a few 

cultural programme like songs Of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika composed on the “Mother Earth” 

like ”O mor dharitri aai..saronote diba thai… in relation to earth day. Ecofriendly bags 

were distributed among villagers to initiate a ecofriendly habit amongst the participants. 

The programme was graced by the presence of Mr. Shyamal Dutta, Director Operation, 

Aaranyak and Mr. Manash Barthakur and Mr. Ajoy Kumar Das, senior member of the 

organisation. It is to be noted that Aaranyak has been extensively working on these three 

villages from last four years for protecting endangered bird Greater Adjutant as these 

villages specially Dadara is the hub of this world rarest species of Storks. With 

Continuous awareness Programe and environment education the villages have greeted 

this bird on this backyard and developed an “ownership feelings”, a most welcome 

development for conserving a globally endangered bird. Organizing such events in these 

villages not only boosted up their contribution but also enhances their knowledge on 

nature. 

- See more at: http://www.assamtimes.org/node/6252#sthash.GM0SCBGh.dpuf 

 

News Clip3 Published in Aaamar Asom 
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NewsClip4 Published in Assam tribune 

 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=jan1113/city06 

 

   

Search Past Week
 

  
Guwahati, Friday, January 11, 2013 

 

Home Main  Weather  Backissues  Epaper  Dainik Asam  Contact Us 
 

 

 

Increasing nesting among Dadara adjutant stork 

SIVASISH THAKUR 

 DADARA, Jan 10 – In what is an encouraging news for conservationists, the greater 

adjutant stork population at Dadara on the city outskirts has witnessed a noticeable 

increase in nesting. 

The nondescript Dadara shot into global fame for its successful community 

conservation saga that has secured a safe shelter for the endangered bird in the trees 

grown in the backyards of the local inhabitants. 

Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak, who has been working closely with the local 

populace, terms the developments as heartening that can, apart from ensuring long-term 

survival of the bird, be replicated in other known greater adjutant stork habitats. 

“There has been an increasing nesting trend in many of the trees. This is largely due to 

the commitment and involvement of the local residents who are taking pains to provide 

a safe home to the birds in their backyards,” she said. 

According to a survey conducted last month, three villages in Dadara area, i.e., Dadara, 

Pasariya and Singimari, have a total of 128 nests sheltering a population of over 300 

birds. Some of the tree-owners are Hemanta Kalita who has two kadam trees with ten 

nests, Dulal Das and Ghanshyam Das who have one kadam tree with ten nests, 

Bapuram Das who has three trees with 18 nests, and Jadav Das who own two trees with 

13 nests. 

Subodh Saikia, an elderly person and tree-owner, attributes the success of the 

community efforts to enhanced awareness levels of the villagers and the consequent 

protection accorded to the trees used by the birds for shelter and nesting. 

“The villagers, with Aaranyak’s help, got about the all-important job of securing the 

depleting habitat of the bird, including nesting trees. The results are showing but the 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=jan1113/city06
http://www.assamtribune.com/index.html
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=jan1113
http://www.assamtribune.com/weather.html
http://www.assamtribune.com/archive.html
http://www.assamtribune.com/epaper/index.html
http://www.assamtribune.com/dainik/index.html
http://www.assamtribune.com/contactus.html
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efforts need to be sustained,” Saikia said. 

While the greater adjutant stork has become the cynosure of all eyes in the village, 

conservation of its habitat has also helped many other birds and lesser animals find a 

secure home in the backyards of many of the villagers that resemble small patches of 

forests. Creatures like jackal, civet, jungle cat, etc., besides a variety of birdlife can be 

seen in the wooded backyards. 

Even as nesting has improved, there have been a few accidental deaths of new-born 

from accidental falls from nests that are perched atop tall trees such as kadam, simalu, 

etc. To reduce the incidence of such fatalities, the villagers have now put up nets below 

the nesting trees. 

“We need to take every possible care to prevent such unwarranted fatalities in view of 

the overall small population of the greater adjutant stork. Following a few accidental 

deaths of newborns, we have put up nets below the nesting trees as a preventive 

measure,” Purnima said. 

The woman-folk of Dadara have been actively associated with the conservation efforts. 

“As most of us stay at home for the greater part of the day compared to the men, we get 

more time to monitor the birds in our backyards,” Charu Das, Anju Das, Juri Pathak 

and Madhuri Pathak, all of whom have nesting trees in their campuses, said. 

Paresh Das, principal of Sankardev Shishu Niketan, Dadara, feels that the bird’s long-

term survival prospects have brightened with enhanced awareness among the children 

and students. “It is for the young generation to carry forward Dadara’s legacy. Just as 

Kaziranga is famed for the rhino, Dadara can well win global recognition for the 

greater adjutant stork,” Das said. 

According to Purnima, the villagers now understand the importance of the greater 

adjutant stork bird species to the ecology. “They have started taking pride in that 

Dadara is one of the few places on the earth where this important variety of stork is 

found and that puts their area in the global map of distribution of the adjutant stork,” 

she says. 

Local weavers have put the adjutant stork as a motif in the gamosa, the widely-used 

multi-purpose traditional Assamese towel. The new-look gamosas have been an instant 

hit in the market, spreading at the same time the message of conservation. 

Rarest among the 20 stork species found on the planet, the global population of the 

greater adjutant stork is estimated around 800. Significantly, 80 per cent of its global 

population find a shelter in the Brahmaputra Valley, with Kamrup district alone 

accounting for half its number in the State. 

The greater adjutant stork (commonly called hargila in Assam) is an important 

scavenging bird species that keeps the environment clean besides regulating the 

population of vertebrates like frogs, fishes, snails, etc., found in wetlands. 

Though the bird species is protected under the Wildlife Protection Act-1972 in the 

country, its habitats (nesting colonies) do not get the same sanctity under the provisions 

of the Act. As these storks often build their nesting colonies on trees grown on private 

land, the threat to their existence becomes greater, and conservation efforts will remain 

a far cry without active cooperation from the communities. 
 

 

Newsclip5 Published in Times of India 
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http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Endangered-Greater-

Adjutant-Stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/articleshow/26732067.cms 

DADARA (Assam): Greater Adjutant Stork, the world's most endangered of the stork 

species, has found a secure home to breed in two nondescript villages of Assam's Kamrup 

district, heralding a new chapter in its conservation.  

 

A campaign was launched four years ago at Dadara and Pacharia villages, home to nearly 

50 per cent of the bird's global population, to save the birds which were approaching the 

red zone in the conservation scale by 'Aaranyak', a wildlife conservation organisation.  

 

Earlier, widely distributed throughout northern and eastern India and many countries of 

south and south-east Asia, the Greater Adjutant Stork is currently distributed only 

in Assam and Biharin India and a few other locations in Cambodia.  

 

News Clip6: Published in AssamTimes 

 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/8418 

 

Street plays for Conservation of Greater Adjutants 

Submitted by Raj Phukan on Wed, 29/05/2013 - 14:54 

 
Two nature conservation NGOs of Assam, Aaranyak and Green Guard Nature 

Organization (IBCN partners) collaborated to organize 'street plays' at several places in 

the towns of Morigaon and Nagaon to promote conservation awareness of the Globally 

Threatened Greater Adjutant Stork (GAS) on 26
th

 of May. Locally known as Hargila, the 

world's most threatened stork with an estimated global population of less than 1000 birds 

has major breeding colonies in these two towns in central Assam. The two NGOs had 

earlier collaborated on a very successful project for the rescue, rearing and rehabilitation 

of injured, sick & fallen Greater Adjutant nestlings at Nagaon from 2001-2004, under 

financial support of the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

The play 'Adhikar', scripted by Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak and directed by 

Pabitra Kalita of Green Guard, was staged at Natun Bazar, Morigaon Syndicate, 

Lakhinagar Chariali and Senchowa in Nagaon and at Chariali and Rajagaon (2 places) in 

Morigaon. At two places, once each near a Greater Adjutant nesting colony of Nagaon 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Endangered-Greater-Adjutant-Stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/articleshow/26732067.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Endangered-Greater-Adjutant-Stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/articleshow/26732067.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Assam
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Bihar
http://www.assamtimes.org/node/8418
http://www.assamtimes.org/user/1205
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and Morigaon, villagers, including elders, women and children were offering traditional 

afternoon prayers (Naam) at the Naamghar (prayer hall) and promised to ensure 

conservation of the bird by all means. At another location, it was the turn of teams and 

officials involved in a cricket match to be inspired during the innings break. The success 

of the initiative can be measured by the number of people who not only witnessed the 

street plays in blistering heat, but also lined up to sign the banner in support of Greater 

Adjutant conservation. 

 
The play dwelt on the role of Greater Adjutants in keeping the environment clean and 

free from pollution. It starts off with an angry man trying to cut down a nesting tree with 

two frightened nestlings and a helpless mother perched on a nest at the top, alleging the 

birds dirtied his neighborhood. He is restrained by his wife who points out the presence 

of chicks but the man is determined to take the tree down, and along with it, the Greater 

Adjutant family. The situation is saved by the arrival of some enlightened persons who 

give the man a lesson about the ecological importance and global status of the Greater 

Adjutant and tells him to feel proud for hosting the birds on his tree. The offender is 

remorseful and the play ends with an appeal by all the characters to help conserve the 

Greater Adjutant Stork. 

Dr. Rathin Barman of Wildlife Trust of India & Director of the Centre for Wildlife 

Rehabilitation and Conservation, Kaziranga, Purnima Devi Barman, Ajoy Kr. Das and 

Madhumita Borthakur of Aaranyak and Hemanta Sharma, Ranjan Barthakur, Bhagwati 

Prasad Jhawar, Dulu Bora, Debajit Kalita, Rana Paul, Sosida Nanda Bordoloi, Rosee 

Devi Phukan and Raj Phukan of Green Guard Nature Organization were among those 

who attended and organized the event. 

Categories:  

 Social 

- See more at: http://www.assamtimes.org/node/8418#sthash.reun6wt9.dpuf 

 

Newsclip7 Published in Assam Tribune 

 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=may3113/state06 

Campaign for conservation of greater adjutants 

 

http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/27
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Staff Reporter 

 GUWAHATI, May 30 – Aaranyak, in collaboration with Green Guard Nature 

Organisation, an NGO based in Nagaon, held a daylong awareness campaign recently to 

boost the conservation prospects of the greater adjutant stork, a globally endangered bird. 

The global population of this bird is about 1,000, and significantly, Assam harbours some 

800 birds at a few locations in the State. 

Adhikar, a street play written by Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak, was staged by local 

artistes from Nagaon at eight different public places in Nagaon and Morigaon districts. 

The play highlighted the ecological importance of the greater adjutant and the importance 

of its conservation in a drama form to draw the attention of the public. The drama starts 

with an emotional sequence of two chicks of the greater adjutant in a nesting tree crying 

when a man tries to cut their nesting tree. 

“Lack of proper nesting tree is one of the major reasons behind the dwindling population 

of the endangered species in this region,” said Purnima, who is heading Aaranyak’s 

‘Greater Adjutant Conservation Programme.’ 

Raj Phukan, secretary general of Green Guard Nature Organisation, said that such 

collaborations make a big difference in conservation of the endangered species. Nagaon 

and Morigaon districts support a sizable population of the bird and awareness drives in 

these two districts will have a bearing on the future conservation efforts, he added. 

Aaranyak has been working for conservation of this globally endangered species since 

2009 in Kamrup district. Kamrup supports over 50 per cent of its population in Assam. 

The greater adjutant is protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and any 

person who disturbs or kills the bird may attract legal action under this act. “Any person 

who comes across such activities of killing or injuring this bird, cutting nesting trees or 

disturbing these birds in their habitat should inform the local Forest office or police 

station immediately,” said Ajoy Kumar Das, a lawyer who actively participated in the 

awareness programme. 

Madhumita Barthakur of Aaranyak, who also participated in the event, said the local 

people were overwhelmed with their feeling for the bird and appreciated the street play. 

Conservation activists Ranjan Barthakur of Nagaon and Debojit Kalita of Morigaon 

participated in the programme and said, “The efforts to highlight the conservation 

problem of this bird through street plays in the nesting colony areas will make it easy for 

the common people to understand the problems faced by the bird. This will definitely 

make people think twice before cutting any nesting tree of this bird in future.” 

 

 

Newsclip 8 Published in Assam Time 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/7853 

 

Assam biologist undertakes training in Cambodia on Greater Adjutant Stork conservation 

Submitted by AT News on Mon, 28/01/2013 - 18:28 

http://www.assamtimes.org/user/788
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Aaranyak’s wildlife biologist, Purnima Devi Barman who has been working continuously 

on conservation of Greater Adjutant Stork species has completed an international field 

training in a remote forest area on Cambodia on nesting monitoring and biology of 

Greater Adjutant Stork.  Conservation Leadership Programme (CLP) , UK, offered the 

training to her under and provided a scholarship for it.  Ms Barman also works as a part-

time Lecturer in Handique Girls’ College, Guwahati. 

Greater Adjutant stork is an endangered bird whose global population is less than 1000 

and almost 80% of its population is distributed in Assam. 

Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Cambodia hosted this training for her. During this 

training period she worked extensively in forest with rangers of Cambodia Forest and 

WCS team, Cambodia. She was the only participant in the training. She worked in Prek 

Toal Bird sanctuary which is situated on Tonle Sap lake, the largest freshwater lake in 

South east Asia.  Many Cambodian people are dependent on this lake’s bio-resource for 

their surviving. 

It is worth mentioning that global distribution of Greater adjutant stork, the rarest of the 

20 species of storks available are confined to a few isolated pockets in Brahmaputra 

valley of Assam , Bihar  in India and Cambodia.  In Assam this bird mainly nests in 

private areas and conservation is mainly dependent on the efforts of the community.  For 

last several years. Purnima has been working extensively for protection of this bird 

species that is mentioned the IUCN Red list. 146 pairs of Greater adjutants were recorded 

last year by WCS team in Cambodia whereas in Assam around 750-800 birds are 

recorded. 

Purnima who received  Future Conservationist award 2009 from Conservation 

Leadership Programme, UK, has been extensively working in Dadara and Pacharia 

villages, 12kms away from Guwahati ,  where Greater Adjutant Storks breed in tree-top 

colonies located on  private land. There are about 128 nests recorded this year  in the area 

during in a survey lead by her.  Many education and awareness programmes have been 

facilitated by her team in the area  to make villagers aware  about the need for 

conservation of the species. The villages in Dadara and Pacharia  now take pride in 

the  presence of this bird in their backyard.  

The villagers have become so attached to the bird species emotionally that  they have 

even built a statue of the bird in the campus of Sankardev Sisu Niketan at  Dadara and 

regularly perform prayer for the conservation of this bird. 

According to Purnima, the major difference  in the conservation story  of Greater 

Adjutant Stork in Cambodia and Assam is that in Cambodia the bird  breeds and roosts in 
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deep forest not in private lands as is the case Assam.  Habitat destruction, cutting down of 

trees, hunting etc. are major problem in Assam where as a poaching for meat, egg 

collection  done by fringe villagers  are the problem there in Cambodia in respect of 

conservation of the endangered bird species.  

Prek Toal is a flooded forest on the Tonle sap lake  and villagers lives 28kms away from 

his forest in  three floating villages.   Villagers are extensively dependent on the lake and 

the forest for livelihood.  It is noteworthy Ministry of environment and Forest in 

Cambodia  has declared this area as  Biosphere Reserve to help the communities and to 

reduce the pressure on forest resources .  The MoEF in collaboration with the WCS 

selected some egg collectors from the village and transformed them into rangers  by 

providing continuous education and training to them.  They are now dedicated 

conservationist. Purnima spent all the time  during the training period with these Rangers 

who helped her a lot. 

There are 28 numbers of bird monitoring platforms in the forest area of Prek Toal, 

Cambodia and Purnima visited many of them for monitoring purpose. These platforms 

are located on tree tops at about 30-40 feet height  from the ground that makes those look 

like  tall ‘machan’. 

- See more at: http://www.assamtimes.org/node/7853#sthash.hEyL7b5Y.dpuf 

 

 

Newsclip9 Published in AssamTribune 

 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=mar2513/city07 

Hand-raised young storks released in the wild 

STAFF REPORTER 

 GUWAHATI, March 24 – Community conservation of the endangered greater adjutant 

stork at Dadara on the city outskirts received a boost with the release of four young 

storks, i.e., Monalisa, Rima, Lulu and Saru, in the village on Friday. 

The birds were rescued and hand-raised after accidental falls from their nests. While 

Monalisa, Rima and Lulu were rescued and hand-raised under the Kokrajhar Rescue 

Centre of Wildlife Trust of India (WTI), Saru was rescued and treated by the people of 

Dadara. 

The Kamrup district administration and the police also pledged their commitment to the 

conservation endeavour, with the Kamrup Superintendent of Police Partha Sarathi 

Mahanta formally releasing the birds. 

Assam is the largest nesting ground for the greater adjutant stork, with only about 1,000-

1,200 mature individuals remaining as per IUCN Red List estimates. 

“The Brahmaputra floodplain is the main stronghold for the greater adjutants. The nesting 

sites are scattered here, but Dadara has more than 100 nesting trees, which makes it 

perhaps the biggest nesting site in the country and maybe in the world,” Dr Rathin 

Barman of WTI said. 

Mahanta, while lauding the villagers for their exemplary initiative, assured them of all 

possible cooperation in the endeavour. “I appreciate the local villagers and NGOs for 

their commendable efforts for wildlife conservation. I feel all concerned – NGOs, 

researchers and government officials – should join hands to give further boost to 

conservation,” Mahanta said. 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/7853#sthash.hEyL7b5Y.dpuf
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Loss of nesting trees remains one of the biggest threats to the greater adjutant stork. They 

are also threatened by the high incidence of chicks falling off the nests – generally a 

fallout of overcrowding.   

Supported by the Charities Aid Foundation, WTI provided the grant to Paresh Das, 

headmaster of Sankardev Sishu Niketan, Dadara, who had proposed the RAP to save 

chicks falling off their nests under the guidance of Purnima Devi Barman, coordinator, 

Greater Adjutant Conservation programme, Aaranyak, who has been extensively working 

for conservation of the adjutant stork in Dadara since 2009. 

“Nets were placed under the nesting trees to cushion the accidental falls of the chicks. 

Once rescued, they were transported to IFAW-WTI-run Centre for Wildlife 

Rehabilitation and Conservation (CWRC) Transit Home in Kokrajhar for hand-raising,” 

Paresh Das said. 

Das revealed that over 40 storks – mostly chicks and juveniles — die annually in Dadara 

after falling off their nests. “With the support of local NGOs and medical attention 

provided by IFAW-WTI, this year we have been successful in saving a good number of 

them,” Das, who is also involving his students in the community conservation, said. 

“An identification mark has been engraved on the released birds. Post-release monitoring 

will be carried out for next three months. We will help in monitoring the birds,” Purnima 

said. 

Purnima, who has done greater adjutant survey in Assam and Cambodia, said that Dadara 

had the world’s largest concentration of the bird. 

Scientists from Wildlife Conservation Society, Cambodia, which is working on the 

greater adjutant stork population in Cambodia, have joined hands with Purnima to 

publish a detailed scientific paper on the bird. 

IFAW-WTI veterinarian Dr Panjit Basumatary, who looked after the birds, revealed that 

the released chicks weighed 9, 10 and 12 kgs respectively and were healthy during 

release. “They immediately flew off following the release and landed on the fields and 

started browsing,” he added. The programme was organised by Sankardev Sishu Niketan, 

Dadara, with support from Aaranyak. 

 

NewClip10 Oublished in Assam Tribune 

 

Endangered Greater Adjutant stork released 



 44 

 
Three endangered Greater Adjutant stork juveniles namely Monalisa, Rima and Lulu  

were released on March 22 at Dadara, about 12 kms off Guwahati by Kamrup SP Partha 

Sarathi Mahanta.  After the release programme one more chick Saru was released by 

villagers in Dadara who rescued it  and hand raised for two days in the village itself. The 

three birds  fallen from their nests in Dadara – world’s biggest nesting site for the species, 

were rescued and hand-raised under Kokrajhar Rescue Center, WTI. Assam is the largest 

nesting ground for this bird, of which only about 1000-1200 mature individuals remain as 

per IUCN Red List estimates. 

“I highly  appreciate the local villagers and NGOs for doing such commendable effort for 

wildlife conservation. Attending such events rejuvenated my mind and I appeal evry 

official to help such NGOs, Researchers to strengthen their work “ said Mr. Mahanta .  

“The Brahmaputra floodplain is the main stronghold for the Greater adjutants. The 

nesting sites are scattered here, but Dadara has more than 100 nesting trees, which makes 

it perhaps the biggest nesting site in the country and maybe in the world,” said Dr Rathin 

Barman of WTI. 

Loss of nesting trees remain one of the major threats to these storks. They are also 

threatened by chicks falling off the nests, the intensity of which increases with over-

crowding.   

Supported by the Charities Aid Foundation, WTI provided the grant to Paresh Das, a 

local school headmaster, who had proposed the RAP to save chicks fallen off their nests 

under the guidance of Purnima Devi Barman, Coordinator , Greater Adjutant 

Conservation programme , Aaranyak who is extensively working for conservation of  

Adjutant Stork in Dadara since 2009. 

“ Nets were placed under nesting trees to break the fall of the chicks. Once rescued, they 

were transported to IFAW-WTI run CWRC (Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and 

Conservation) Transit Home in Kokrajhar for hand-raising”. Said a local youth Diapk. 

“More than 40storks die annually in Dadara, mostly juvenile that have fallen off their 

nests. With the support of local NGOs and medical attention provided by IFAW-WTI, 

this year we are successful in saving a good number of them,” said Das, who is also 

involving his students to not just help him with the project, but also to spread awareness 

among them. 
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“An identification mark has been engraved on the released birds. Post-release monitoring 

will be carried out for next three month. We will help in monitoring the birds” said 

Research Scholar – Purnima.  Purnima who has done Greater Adjutant Survey in Assam 

and Cambodia last month said that Dadara has the largest number of world’s population 

which she will be publishing through a scientific paper very soon. Scientists from 

Willdlife conservation society, Cambodia who is working on Greater Adjutant stork 

population   in Cambodia has joined  hands with Purnima to write this scientific 

publicatioion. 

IFAW-WTI veterinarian Dr Panjit Basumatary who looked after the birds, said, “The 

released chicks weigh 9, 10 and 12 kgs respectively and were healthy during release. 

They immediately flew off following the release and landed on the fields and started 

browsing.” 

The programme was  organized by Purnima Devi Barman, Aaranyak and Paresh Das 

from Sankardev sishu Niketan, Dadara. 

  

- See more at: http://www.assamtimes.org/node/8074#sthash.1BWzgqzZ.dpuf 
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Arshiya after its release in the Boragaon area of Guwahati on 

Wednesday. Picture courtesy of Aaranyak 

Guwahati, Nov. 20: A rescued sub-adult greater adjutant stork (hargila in Assamese) 

was today named after a young conservationist, Class IX student Arshiya Mahanta, 

and released in the Boragaon area on the outskirts of the city. 

The move was aimed at inspiring the next generation to get involved in conservation. 

As her namesake spread its wings, Arshiya, who studies in Sarala Birla Gyanjyoti 

School here, was understandably happy. “I feel honoured and I will keep working for 

the conservation of this bird,” she said 

The greater adjutant stork is, currently, the most endangered stork in the world. 

Arshiya (the bird) was found in Dadara village near Guwahati on November 5 from 

where it was rescued by villagers and a group of conservationists comprising Purnima 

Devi Barman of Aaranyak, Parag Deuri of Bombay Natural History Society and 

Samsul Ali of College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara. 

After many days of treatment at Assam state zoo, the bird was released today by the 

zoo’s divisional forest officer C. Bora in the presence of local villagers of Dadara and 

other conservationists. 

Boragaon is a popular feeding habitat of this bird. After it was released, Arshiya 

joined a group of about hundred storks feeding at the Boragaon dumping ground. 

Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak, who played a key role in the bird’s rescue, 

rehabilitation and release, said the stork was named after Arshiya because of the girl’s 

dedication and passion for conservation of wildlife. “We appeal to all fellow nature 

lovers and the forest department to take the community into confidence and help to 

negate the extinction threat of this bird,” she said. 

The IUCN Red List for Threatened Species (2013) says the recent breeding failures in 

Assam, the species’ stronghold, provides cause for concern and suggests the need for 

close monitoring. 
 

 

 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1131121/jsp/northeast/story_17594732.jsp#.VCQSwPmS

yRY 

 

Newsclip12 Published in Shillongtimes, Meghalaya 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2014/02/18/aaranyak-rehabilitates-13th-injured-stork-

chick/Aaranyak rehabilitates 13th injured stork chick 

AGENCIES | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH, 2014 

Share0 Tweet4 Share3 0 Share14 

GUWAHATI: Four-month-old Boom is back where it should be, in the lap of nature with 

its brethren, after undergoing treatment for a fractured leg since January 20 when it fell 

off from a tall nesting tree at Dadara village in Kamrup district of Assam. 

It happened to be 13th such chick of endangered Greater Adjutant Stork (GAS) which 

have been rescued and rehabilitated by the team of Aaranyak, a bio-diversity 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1131121/jsp/northeast/story_17594732.jsp#.VCQSwPmSyRY
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1131121/jsp/northeast/story_17594732.jsp#.VCQSwPmSyRY
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conservation organisation, that runs a GAS conservation project in Dadara and Pacharia 

villages in Kamrup district of Assam. 

Thanks to the expert care of the vets, M L Smith and Panchami Sarma, in Assam State 

Zoo veterinary hospital, Boom could be on its feet once again after that grave fall. The 

rehabilitated chick of the endangered Greater Adjutant Stork (GAS) has been released to 

the nature at Boragaon area at the outskirt of Guwahati city where there are a number of 

resident GASs. 

It was released back to the nature by a Class VII student, Chandril Mahanta, of Sarla 

Birla Gyanjyoti Academy here. 

The GAS chick was from Dadra village where one of the rare nesting colonies of the 

globally endangered bird exists. 

Aaranyak’s biologist in-charge of the stork conservation project, Purnima Devi Barman 

said rehabilitation of the gravely injured chick would not have been possible if not for the 

cooperation from veterinary doctors in Assam State Zoo and the police administration of 

Kamrup district especially Superintendent of Police Partha Sarathi Mahanta who was 

posted there till last month. 

The senior police officer along with his wife Indrani Barua, the incumbent SP of the 

district, was there during the release of the rehabilitated chick and promised continued 

support to the GAS conservation project of Aaranyak. 

“It is amazing to see how Purnima Dev Barman of Aaranyak has elicited support from 

the entire village community towards the GAS conservation project. It is moving and my 

support will be always there for the greater cause,” Mahanta said. 

Purnima said it was the 13th rehabilitated GAS chick to be released back to the nature 

after proper medical attention. She said since Adjutant storks set up nests on the top of 

very tall trees, occasionally chicks fall down to ground and get seriously injured. 

The global distribution of adjutant stork, the rarest of the 20 species of storks, is confined 

to a few isolated pockets in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam, Bihar and Cambodia. In 

Assam, the bird mainly nests in private areas and conservation is mainly dependent on 

the efforts of the community. The global population of the species is only about 1,000, 

out of which about 80 per cent have been recorded in Assam. 

For the last several years, Purnima has been working extensively to protect the bird that is 

mentioned on the IUCN red list. Around 750-800 storks have been recorded in Assam – 

the highest concentration in the world. 

Purnima received the Future Conservationist Award 2009 from the Conservation 

Leadership Programme, UK, for working extensively in Dadara and Pacharia villages, 12 

km from Guwahati. 

About 148 nests were recorded in the area in a survey led by her. 

 

Read more at http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2014/02/18/aaranyak-rehabilitates-13th-

injured-stork-chick/#jUTRcW4RwZkUa1Wz.99 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=feb2314/city06 
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Stork chick rehabilitated 

Staff Reporter 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=feb2314/city06
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 GUWAHATI, Feb 22 – A four-month-old greater adjutant stork, fondly named Boom, 

was successfully reintroduced to the colony of greater adjutant stork at Boragaon near 

Deepor Beel recently. 

The rehabilitation exercise was taken under the initiative of Aaranyak, a conservation 

NGO, while the zoo and police authorities took active part in it. 

The bird underwent treatment for a fractured leg for about three weeks since January 20 

after it fell off a tall nesting tree at Dadara village in Kamrup district. 

Sachin Ranade and Dr Parag Deuri of Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and Dr 

Samshul Ali of College of Veterinary Science put a ring on the bird (code PD) for future 

monitoring. 

It is the 13th such greater adjutant stork chick which have been rescued and rehabilitated. 

The Aaranyak team thanked the zoo vets ML Smith and Panchami Sarma, for their help 

in treating the chick, and Partha Sarathi Mahanta, Superintendent of Police, for assisting 

the rehab exercise. 

The injured chick was from Dadara village which hosts perhaps the biggest concentration 

of the endangered greater adjutant stork. 

The global distribution of adjutant stork, the rarest of the 20 species of storks, is confined 

to a few isolated pockets in the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam, Bihar and in Cambodia. In 

Assam, the bird mainly nests in private areas and conservation is mainly dependent on 

community effort. The global population of the species is just about 1,000, of which 

some 80 per cent are in Assam. 

Newsclip 14 Published in The Tribune, Chandigarh, In dia 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20140112/kal.htm#2 

GOOD NEWS 

Standing as tall as the great stork 

Despite challenges, Purnima Devi Barman has succeeded in her efforts to conserve 

the endangered Greater Adjutant Stork in the Brahmaputra valley. 

By Bijay Sankar Bora 
AN MSc in zoology from Gauhati 

University in Assam, Purnima Devi 

Barman has made long strides in the 

domain of wildlife conservation, 

considered a male bastion. As a biologist 

of Aaranyak, a premier conservation 

organisation and a member of the 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) in the Northeast, Purnima 

has become a global figure in respect of 

conservation of the rare Greater Adjutant 

Stork species. Her innovative way of 

facilitating conservation of the bird 

involving village residents of Dadara and 

Pacharia in Kamrup district of Assam has 

earned her tremendous support. The 

village residents are impressed with her commitment and dedication. 

 
Purnima Devi Barman out in the field. 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/2014/20140112/kal.htm#2
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Thirty-something, Purnima is a mother to two daughters who 

constantly need her attention as her conservationist-husband 

mostly remains out of town. But it doesn't come in the way of 

her determination to work for the protection of the endangered 

stork in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam, especially in a 

nesting colony of the bird at Dadara village in Kamrup district 

of Assam. 

The global distribution of adjutant stork, the rarest of the 20 

species of storks, is confined to a few isolated pockets in the 

Brahmaputra valley of Assam, Bihar and Cambodia. In Assam, 

the bird mainly nests in private areas and conservation is 

mainly dependent on the efforts of the community. The global 

population of the species is only about 1,000, out of which 

about 80 per cent have been recorded in Assam. 

Rising numbers 
For the last several years, Purnima has been working 

extensively to protect the bird that is mentioned on the IUCN 

red list. Around 750-800 storks have been recorded in Assam - 

the highest concentration in the world. 

Purnima received the Future Conservationist Award 2009 from the Conservation 

Leadership Programme, UK, for working extensively in Dadara and Pacharia vil lages, 

12 km from Guwahati, where the stork breeds in treetop colonies located on private land. 

About 148 nests were recorded this year in the area in a survey led by her. 

The villages now take pride in the presence of the bird in their backyard. The villagers 

are so attached to the bird that they have built a statue of the stork on the campus of 

Sankardev Sisu Niketan at Dadara and regularly perform prayers for the conservation of 

the bird. 

Cambodia model 
Purnima recently completed international field training in a remote forest area in 

Cambodia on nesting monitoring and biology of the stork. The Conservation Leadership 

Programme offered her the training and also provided a scholarship for it. 

The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), Cambodia, hosted the training programme. 

During this period, she worked in forest with forest rangers and the WCS team. She 

worked at the Prek Toal Bird Sanctuary, situated on Tonle Sap Lake, the largest 

freshwater lake in Southeast Asia. 

"The major difference in the conservation story of the Greater Adjutant Stork in 

Cambodia and Assam is that in Cambodia the bird breeds and roosts in deep forest and 

not in private lands, as in Assam. Habitat destruction, felling of trees, hunting, etc. are 

major problems in Assam whereas poaching for meat and egg collection by fringe 

villagers are the problems in Cambodia," Purnima says. 

"Prek Toal is a flooded forest on the Tonle Sap Lake and villagers live 28 km from this 

forest in three floating villages. Villagers are dependent on the lake and the forest for 

livelihood. The ministry of environment and forest in Cambodia has declared this area as 

a biosphere reserve to help the communities and reduce the pressure on forest resources. 

The ministry in collaboration with the WCS selected some egg collectors from the village 

 
A Greater Adjutant 

Stork with its chick at 

the Dadara nesting 

colony in Assam. 
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and transformed them into rangers by providing continuous education and training to 

them. They are now dedicated conservationists," she says. 

There are 28 bird monitoring platforms in the forest area of Prek Toal and she visited 

many of them for monitoring purpose. These platforms are located on treetops at a height 

of about 30-40 ft height and look like 'machan'. The experience in Cambodia has inspired 

Purnima to construct a 70-ft 'machan' in her key project site at Dadara village to facilitate 

better conservation efforts. 

Change of heart 
The going was not easy as she faced resistance. "I started conservation work in the 

thickly populated village of Dadara, where over 80 nests were recorded in 2009. During a 

survey in 2009, I found that some locals did not hesitate to disturb the bird at its nesting 

site. A few locals even cut nesting trees to get rid of 'this dirty bird' from their campus. 

But today, the same people have successfully protected the nesting site, gathered 

scientific data and rescued chicks that fall from nests. They now celebrate when rescued 

chicks are successfully rehabilitated," she says. 

The community in Dadara is now a role model for community conservation. It could be 

achieved through sustained awareness and motivation campaigns. 

Newsclip15 Published in The Hindu 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/endangered-greater-

adjutant-stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/article5414093.ece 

Endangered Greater Adjutant Stork finds secure home to breed 

2 

 
APIn this June 5, 2012 photo, a Greater Adjutant Stork flies by its fellow birds near 

Deepor Beel Wildlife Sanctuary, on the outskirts of Gauhati in Assam. 

SLIDESHOW 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/endangered-greater-adjutant-stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/article5414093.ece
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Greater Adjutant Stork, the world’s most endangered of the stork species, has found a 

secure home to breed in two nondescript villages of Assam’s Kamrup district, heralding a 

new chapter in its conservation. 

A campaign was launched four years ago at Dadara and Pacharia villages, home to nearly 

50 per cent of the bird’s global population, to save the birds which were approaching the 

red zone in the conservation scale by ‘Aaranyak’, a wildlife conservation organisation. 

Earlier, widely distributed throughout northern and eastern India and many countries of 

south and south-east Asia, the Greater Adjutant Stork is currently distributed only in 

Assam and Bihar in India and a few other locations in Cambodia. 

The Brahmaputra Valley in Assam is considered the last stronghold of the endangered 

stork, locally called ‘Hargila’, and harbours more than 80 per cent of the global 

population of the species. 

“The irony is that many traditional nesting colonies of this bird have disappeared in the 

last few decades and now there are only a few nesting colonies left in Assam,” said 

Wildlife Biologist Purnima Devi Barman, who is spearheading the campaign. 

The main problem of conservation of this bird is that “it breeds in privately-owned 

nesting trees in colonies and their future depends on the willingness and support of these 

tree-owners,” she said. 

Initially, when the campaign was started in 2009 “we found that many people having the 

nesting colonies in their houses cut the trees to get rid of this bird which feed on 

carcasses and live vertebrates as they made their campus dirty,” Ms. Barman said. 

Ms. Barman said some villagers did not hesitate to chase away the birds and hitting them 

with stones when they started nesting in the villages while tree-owners complained that 

they have to invest a lot of time in cleaning the campus which the birds dirty as they fear 

it may spread diseases. 

Continuous awareness programmes have led to a remarkable change in the mindset of the 

people and in the last four years they have not cut a single nesting tree, she said. 

A conservation team has been constituted in the two villages who have been trained to 

conserve these species. 

“Some members of the team also include a few youths who were earlier engaged in 

hitting the birds but these youths are now monitoring every household for studying and 

protecting the birds,” she added. 

http://www.thehindu.com/features/magazine/photo-file-stork-realities/article3716208.ece?ref=slideshow
http://www.thehindu.com/features/magazine/photo-file-stork-realities/article3716208.ece?ref=slideshow
http://www.thehindu.com/features/magazine/photo-file-stork-realities/article3716208.ece?ref=slideshow
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=993
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=1004
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=1047
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=62848
http://www.thehindu.com/features/magazine/photo-file-stork-realities/article3716208.ece?ref=slideshow
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The team conducts street plays at the villages to spread awareness, gather data, rescue 

birds, celebrate the rehabilitation of these birds and villagers have even gone to the extent 

of weaving stork motifs in the traditional Assamese ‘gamocha’ (hand-towel). 

“It is, therefore, important to take necessary steps to protect the birds during the breeding 

season from August to April. Besides, there is another danger of the chicks falling from 

the trees which are about 70 ft tall,” she pointed out. 

The team has constructed a 75-foot-tall bamboo platform to keep a close watch on the 

breeding of the birds and the development of the chicks. 

Relentless awareness campaigns have borne fruit and these two villages now have the 

largest colony of nesting storks with more than 140 nests and they have earned the 

sobriquet of being called the stork villages, she said. 

Barman said that she was working with the communities with the help of Conservation 

Leadership Programme (CLP) and Mohammad Bin Zayed Species Conservation but it 

“was high time the government came forward to support us with facilities necessary to 

rescue and rehabilitate these birds”. 

Keywords: Greater Adjutant Stork, stork conservation, endangered 

species, Aaranyak, conservation scale, Hargila 
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Endangered Greater Adjutant Stork finds secure home to breed 
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Dadara: Greater Adjutant Stork, the world`s most endangered stork species, has found a 

secure home to breed in two nondescript villages of Assam`s Kamrup district, heralding a 

new chapter in its conservation. 

A campaign was launched four years ago at Dadara and Pacharia villages, home to nearly 

50 per cent of the bird`s global population, to save the birds which were approaching the 

red zone in the conservation scale by `Aaranyak`, a wildlife conservation organisation. 

Earlier, widely distributed throughout northern and eastern India and many countries of 

south and south-east Asia, the Greater Adjutant Stork is currently distributed only in 

Assam and Bihar in India and a few other locations in Cambodia. 

The Brahmaputra Valley in Assam is considered the last stronghold of the endangered 

stork, locally called `Hargila`, and harbours more than 80 per cent of the global 

population of the species. 

"The irony is that many traditional nesting colonies of this bird have disappeared in the 

last few decades and now there are only a few nesting colonies left in Assam," Wildlife 

Biologist Purnima Devi Barman, who is spearheading the campaign, said. 

The main issue in the conservation of this bird is that it breeds in privately-owned nesting 

trees in colonies and their future depends on the willingness and support of these tree-

owners, she said. 
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"Initially, when the campaign was started in 2009 we found that many people having the 

nesting colonies in their houses cut the trees to get rid of this bird, which feed on 

carcasses and vertebrates, as they made their campus dirty," Barman said. 

Barman said some villagers do not hesitate to chase away the storks and hit them with 

stones when they start nesting in the villages. 

The tree-owners often complain that they have to invest a lot of time in cleaning the 

campus which the birds make dirty. 

Continuous awareness programmes have led to a remarkable change in the mindset of the 

people and in the last four years they have not cut a single nesting tree, she said. 

A conservation team has been constituted in the two villages who have been trained to 

conserve these species. 

"Some members of the team also include a few youths who were earlier engaged in 

hitting the birds but they are now monitoring every household for studying and protecting 

the birds," she added. 

The team conducts street plays at the villages to spread awareness, gather data, rescue 

birds, celebrate the rehabilitation of these birds and villagers have even gone to the extent 

of weaving stork motifs in the traditional Assamese `gamocha` (hand-towel). 

"It is, therefore, important to take necessary steps to protect the birds during the breeding 

season from August to April. Besides, there is another danger of the chicks falling from 

the trees which are about 70 ft tall," she pointed out. 

The team has constructed a 75-foot-tall bamboo platform to keep a close watch on the 

breeding of the birds and the development of the chicks. 

Relentless awareness campaigns have borne fruit and these two villages now have the 

largest colony of nesting storks with more than 140 nests and they have earned the 

sobriquet of being called the stork villages, she said. 

Barman said that she was working with the communities with the help of Conservation 

Leadership Programme (CLP) and Mohammad Bin Zayed Species Conservation, but it is 

high time the government should come forward to support them with facilities necessary 

to rescue and rehabilitate these birds. 

PTI  
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Watch Video 

Play Video 

Greater Adjutant Stork birds in the eastern Indian state of Assam are now in danger of 

becoming extinct. 

In light of this, biologists are making villagers aware of the importance of the birds and 

are optimistic that their number could increase in the near future. Efforts are being made 

by the local population to protect the endangered birds. 

Biologists have visited the Kamrup district of Assam and tried to educate the locals to 

protect Greater Adjutant Stork birds. They explained to them that it was inappropriate to 

cut the trees where these birds made nests. 

Purnima Devi Barma is one of these biologists. She says locals consider the bird unclean 

because it is a carnivore, feeding mainly on garbage and offal. It took a lot of tutoring to 

explain it to the villagers about the value of these endangered birds. As a result, some 

villagers have welcomed these birds and don't really mind their grimy nests in their 

premises. 

Purnima Devi Barma said, "The nests of these birds are near villages, in the non-

protected areas and on people's private property. So, the problem is that people think it's a 

non-hygienic bird and that stands in the way of conservation. Our role here is to explain 

that they should treat these birds like their children as they only visit this place for six 

months." 

Barma says the local administration provided them with all kinds of assistance. 

http://english.cntv.cn/program/asiatoday/20111102/105621.shtml
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Greater Adjutant Stork birds (File photo) 

Purnima Devi Barma said, "The government should take steps, and even NGOs like us 

and institutions can help the government. We all should sit down and come out with a 

conservation action plan. We should discuss what could be done practically. I am sure it 

will help conservation and the population of the bird would increase." 

The global population of the Greater Adjutant stork is likely to be around 900-1,000, with 

the Bramhaputra region alone home to about 700 of them. It is listed as an endangered 

bird on the International Union for Conservation of Nature red list of threatened species. 

Hopefully with protection from humans, their number will increase in the near future. 
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Greater Adjutant Stork bird (File photo) 

Editor:Liu Fang |Source: CNTV.CN 

 

Newsclip 21 Published in Aamar Asom 

 

 



 57 

 
 

 

Newsclip 22 Published in The telegraph 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1121001/jsp/northeast/story_16037939.jsp#.VCT7KPmS

yRY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Stork numbers rise after campaign 

OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Sept. 30: A spurt in awareness drives by conservation 

organisations has led to a substantial rise in the number of 

greater adjutant storks, popularly called hargillas, in the 

city. 

The greater adjutant stork population was 288 in 2002, 

207 in 2003, 233 in 2004, 247 in 2005, 167 in 2006, 118 

in 2007, 149 in 2008, 147 in 2009, 113 in 2010 and 127 in 

2011. 

A census carried out by Early Birds, an NGO, has found 258 greater adjutant storks in 

the city. 

These numbers have given hope to conservationists. 

“The population has increased this year mainly because of increased awareness drives 

by many conservation organisations,” Moloy Baruah, president Early Birds told The 

 

Good work 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1121001/jsp/northeast/story_16037939.jsp#.VCT7KPmSyRY
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Telegraph. 

Eleven roosting areas had been covered for the current census. The trend of more and 

more organisations coming forward to save the hargilla was a good sign, Baruah said. 

There are around 900-1,000 greater adjutant storks in the world. More than 750 of 

them are found in the Brahmaputra Valley. 

According to BirdLife International, greater adjutant (Leptoptilus dubius) is 

considered the most endangered among all 20 species of storks in the world. 

Baruah said another reason for the rise in numbers could be the timing of the census. 

“The breeding season of the stork starts from October and, hence, the birds do not 

come to the roosting spots (earlier). Hence, the figures are lower. We will do the 

census in September from next year,” he said. 

The majority of nests are located on the northern bank of the Brahmaputra, 

particularly in areas like Mandakata, Dadara, Singimari and Suptaguri in North 

Guwahati. 

Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak is a conservationist who has been working to save 

thehargilla. She believes the population of storks is more than the stated figure 

because people have become more aware. 

“In places where I work, like Dadara, the population is more because of increased 

awareness among people,” she said. 

She said people have stopped cutting the trees on which these storks make their nests. 

“People now really look upon the hargilla with great awe and respect,” she said. 

Purnima had prepared posters, in local vernacular languages, to highlight the 

importance of the bird and appeal for its conservation. These became very popular 

with the stakeholders and were freely distributed to villagers, students and other 

groups of the locality. The women of the colony also made a gamosa with a stork 

motif. 
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Rescued stork released in wild 

Staff Reporter 

 GUWAHATI, Nov 20 – Marking the culmination of a successful rehabilitation, Arshiya, 

a sub-adult greater adjutant stork, joined a colony of her peers, juniors and seniors at 

Boragaon near Deepor Beel today. 

Arshiya’s release at a natural environment was facilitated by Aaranyak in cooperation 

with Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and the College of Veterinary Science, 

Khanapara. 

Arshiya was found in an abandoned condition at Dadara village near North Guwahati. 

She was rescued by local villagers and a group of conservationists comprising Purnima 

Devi Barman of Aaranyak, Dr Parag Deuri of BNHS and Dr Samsul Ali of the College of 

Veterinary Science. 

After many days of treatment at the Assam State Zoo, the bird was released back to the 

wild Chandan Bora, Divisional Forest Officer of Assam State Zoo in the presence of 

local villagers of Dadara and other conservationists. 

Arshiya’s rehabilitation is significant because she happens to be a member of the globally 

endangered population of the greater adjutant stork distributed in Assam and Bihar in 

India and at a few places in Cambodia. 

The bird’s global population is less than 1,000 and is currently facing extinction threat. 

“Boragaon is a popular feeding habitat of this bird. After it was released, this bird has 

joined a group of about a hundred of them, feeding at the Boragaon dumping ground. The 

bird was named after a very young school student of Sarala Birla Gyanjyoti School, 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=nov2113/city06
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Arshiya Mahanta, for her dedication and passion for conservation of wildlife and towards 

motivating young generations for conservation of wildlife in Assam,” Purnima said. 

Bora assured that the State Zoo team was committed to cooperating in such endeavours in 

future. 

Partha Sarathi Mahanta, Superintendent of Police of Kamrup, who is also involved in 

conservation of the greater adjutant stork in the district, lauded Aaranyak's efforts in 

ensuring a secure future of the bird. 

Besides Dr ML Smith, Forest Veterinary Officer of Assam State Zoo, the rescue team 

doctors, Dr Parag Deuri of BNHS and Dr Samsul Ali of the College of Veterinary 

Science, provided initial critical care for the bird. 

Aaranyak has been engaged in community conservation works across greater adjutant 

habitats in Assam, including at Dadara and Pacharia near Guwahati, which shelters over 

50 per cent of its global population. 

Newsclip25 Published in Zee News 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-news/rescued-greater-adjutant-stork-released-in-the-

wild_891360.html 

Rescued Greater Adjutant Stork released in the wild 

Last Updated: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 - 20:27 
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Guwahati: A Greater Adjutant Stork, rescued and rehabilitated by locals and 

conservationists, was Wednesday released in the wild here. 

The stork, named `Arshiya` by her rescuers, was released at Boragaon by the Assam State 

ZooDivisional Forest Officer Chandan Bora at an initiative of `Aaranyak`, a conservation 

organisation, in cooperation with the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and 

College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara. 

"We are very proud to be a part of the bird`s rehabilitation and Assam State Zoo team is 

committed for such endeavour in future," Bora said after releasing the bird. 

Boragaon is a popular feeding habitat of this stork. 

The bird was earlier found in a marooned condition in Dadara village near Guwahati and 

was rescued by local villagers and a group of conservationists. 

The doctors of the rescue team provided initial critical care to this bird and after its 

condition stabilised, it was admitted to Assam State Zoo. 

The bird is a member of the globally endangered Greater Adjutant Stork family, 

distributed in Assam and Bihar in India and a few places in Cambodia, with its global 

population standing less than 1000. 

The bird was named by the rescuers after a school student Arshiya Mahanta for her 

dedication towards conservation of wildlife. 

Aaranyak`s Purnima Devi Barman, who is spearheading a conservation programme for 

conservation of these storks, appealed to all fellow nature lovers and forest department to 

help reduce the threat faced by this bird 
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Arshiya’ released back to freedom 

Posted on November 20, 2013 by Sikkim First Bureau in Region with 0 Comments 

A sub-adult greater adjutant stork named “Arshiya” by her rescuers was today released 

back to the freedom of natural environment at Boragaon at the outskirt of Guwahati city 

at the initiatives of Aaranyak, a premier conservation organitation in the region, in 

cooperation with Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and College of Veterinary 

Science, Khanapara here. 

“Arshiya”(the bird) was found in marooned condition in Dadara village, near Guwahati. 

She was safely rescued by local villagers and a group of conservationist comprising Ms 

Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak, Dr Parag Deuri of Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS) and Dr Samsul Ali of College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara. After many 

days of treatment at Assam State Zoo, this bird was released back to the wild at Boragaon 

near Guwahati by C. Bora, Divisional Forest Officer of Assam State Zoo in presence of 

local villager of Dadara and other conservationists. 

“Arshiya” is a precious member of globally endangered Greater Adjutant Stork clan that 

is distributed in Assam and Bihar in India and few places in Cambodia. The bird’s global 

population is less than 1000 and is currently facing extinction threat. 

Boragaon is a popular feeding habitat of this bird. After it was released, this bird has 

joined a group of about hundred of them feeding at Boragaon dumping ground. The bird 

was named after a very young school student of Sarala Birla Gyanjyoti School, Ms 

Arshiya Mahanta for her dedication and passion for conservation of wildlife and towards 

motivating young generations for conservation of wildlife in Assam. 

“We are very proud to be a part of her rehabilitation efforts and Assam State Zoo team is 

committed for such endeavours in futures”, said Chandan Bora Divisional Forest Officer 

of Assam State Zoo. “It is rare to see the kind of effort that Purnima and her team have 

been making to save the greater adjutant stork from extinction. The rescue story of 

“Arshiya”, the bird released today once again goes to show their sincerely, devotion and 

passion towards nature in general 

and Greater Adjutant in particular” commented by Partha Sarathi Mahanta, 

Superintendent of Police of Kamrup (rural) district, who is deeply involved for 

conservation of Greater Adjutant Stork in Kamrup (rural) district of Assam. 

“We appeal all fellow nature lovers and government forest department to take the 

community into confidence and help to negate the extinction threat of this bird” said Ms. 

Purnima Devi Barman of Aaranyak who played a key role in rescue , rehabilitation and 

release of this bird. 

Dr. M.L. Smith, Forest Veterinary Officer of Assam State Zoo said, “Arshya was under 

my care and I am very happy to see her freedom again. I am deeply touch today when she 

flies and joined other friends” 

The rescue team doctors Dr Parag Deuri of BNHS and Dr Samsul Ali of 

College of Veterinary Sciences provided in initial critical care for 

this bird and after stabilization it was admitted to Assam State Zoo 

for further care. 
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Aaranyak team lead by Ms Purnima Devi Barman is extensively working for 

conservation of this species since 2009 with support from Conservation Leadership 

Programme and Mohammad Bin Species Conservation Fund through community 

conservation works in various Greater Adjutant habitats in Assam and Dadara & Pacharia 

near Guwahati, where about more than 50 % of its global population could be seen. 

 

 Newsclip 27 Published in hindustan Times 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 

Assam: Greater Adjutant Stork released in the wild 

ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

A Greater Adjutant Stork, rescued and rehabilitated by locals and conservationists, 

was on Wednesday released in the wild here. 

The stork, named ‘Arshiya’ by her rescuers, was released at Boragaon by the 

Assam’s Zoo Divisional Forest Officer Chandan Bora at an initiative of ‘Aaranyak’, a 

conservation organisation, in cooperation with the Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS) and College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara. 

“We are very proud to be a part of the bird’s rehabilitation and Assam State Zoo 

team is committed to carry out such endeavour in future,” Bora said after releasing the 

bird. Boragaon is a popular feeding habitat of this stork. The bird was earlier found in a 

marooned condition in Dadara village near Guwahati and was rescued by a group of 

conservationists. The doctors of the rescue team provided initial medical care to this bird 

and after its condition became stable, it was admitted to Assam State Zoo. 

The bird is a member of the globally endangered Greater Adjutant Stork family, 

distributed in Assam and Bihar in India and a few places in Cambodia, with its global 

population standing less than 1000. The bird was named by the rescuers after a school 

student Arshiya Mahanta for her dedication towards conservation of wildlife. 
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Rescued stork released in the wild 
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A Greater Adjutant Stork, rescued and rehabilitated by locals and conservationists, was 

on Wednesday released in the wild here. 

The stork, named ‘Arshiya’ by her rescuers, was released at Boragaon by the Assam State 

Zoo Divisional Forest Officer Chandan Bora at an initiative of ‘Aaranyak’, a 

conservation organisation, in cooperation with the Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS) and College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara. Boragaon is a popular feeding 

habitat of this stork. 

The bird is a member of the globally endangered Greater Adjutant Stork family, 

distributed in Assam and Bihar in India and a few places in Cambodia, with its global 

population standing less than 1000.PTI 

 

Newsclip 29 Published in Zee News 

 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-news/rescued-greater-adjutant-stork-released-in-the-

wild_891360.html 

Rescued Greater Adjutant Stork released in the wild 

Last Updated: Wednesday, November 20, 2013 - 20:27 

2 

SHARES 

Guwahati: A Greater Adjutant Stork, rescued and rehabilitated by locals and 

conservationists, was Wednesday released in the wild here. 

The stork, named `Arshiya` by her rescuers, was released at Boragaon by the Assam State 

ZooDivisional Forest Officer Chandan Bora at an initiative of `Aaranyak`, a conservation 

organisation, in cooperation with the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and 

College of Veterinary Science, Khanapara. 

"We are very proud to be a part of the bird`s rehabilitation and Assam State Zoo team is 

committed for such endeavour in future," Bora said after releasing the bird. 

Boragaon is a popular feeding habitat of this stork. 

The bird was earlier found in a marooned condition in Dadara village near Guwahati and 

was rescued by local villagers and a group of conservationists. 

The doctors of the rescue team provided initial critical care to this bird and after its 

condition stabilised, it was admitted to Assam State Zoo. 

The bird is a member of the globally endangered Greater Adjutant Stork family, 

distributed in Assam and Bihar in India and a few places in Cambodia, with its global 

population standing less than 1000. 

The bird was named by the rescuers after a school student Arshiya Mahanta for her 

dedication towards conservation of wildlife. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-news/rescued-greater-adjutant-stork-released-in-the-wild_891360.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-news/rescued-greater-adjutant-stork-released-in-the-wild_891360.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/boragaon.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/assam-state-zoo.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/assam-state-zoo.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/natural-history-society.html
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Aaranyak`s Purnima Devi Barman, who is spearheading a conservation programme for 

conservation of these storks, appealed to all fellow nature lovers and forest department to 

help reduce the threat faced by this bird. 

PTI  

Newsclip 30 Published in Shillongtimes 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/12/03/endangered-greater-adjutant-stork-finds-

secure-home/ 

 

Dadara (Assam): Greater Adjutant Stork, the world’s most endangered of the stork 

species, has found a secure home to breed in two nondescript villages of Assam’s 

Kamrup district, heralding a new chapter in its conservation. 

A campaign was launched four years ago at Dadara and Pacharia villages, home to nearly 

50 per cent of the bird’s global population, to save the birds which were approaching the 

red zone in the conservation scale by ‘Aaranyak’, a wildlife conservation organisation. 

Earlier, widely distributed throughout northern and eastern India and many countries of 

south and south-east Asia, the Greater Adjutant Stork is currently distributed only in 

Assam and Bihar in India and a few other locations in Cambodia. 

The Brahmaputra Valley in Assam is considered the last stronghold of the endangered 

stork, locally called ‘Hargila’, and harbours more than 80 per cent of the global 

population of the species. 

”The irony is that many traditional nesting colonies of this bird have disappeared in the 

last few decades and now there are only a few nesting colonies left in Assam,” said 

Wildlife Biologist Purnima Devi Barman, who is spearheading the campaign. The main 

problem of conservation of this bird is that ”it breeds in privately-owned nesting trees in 

colonies and their future depends on the willingness and support of these tree-owners,” 

she said. 

Initially, when the campaign was started in 2009 ”we found that many people having the 

nesting colonies in their houses cut the trees to get rid of this bird which feed on 

carcasses and live vertebrates as they made their campus dirty,” Barman said. 

Barman said some villagers did not hesitate to chase away the birds and hitting them with 

stones when they started nesting in the villages while tree-owners complained that they 

have to invest a lot of time in cleaning the campus which the birds dirty as they fear it 

may spread diseases. 

Continuous awareness programmes have led to a remarkable change in the mindset of the 

people and in the last four years they have not cut a single nesting tree, she said. A 

conservation team has been constituted in the two villages who have been trained to 

conserve these species. 

”Some members of the team also include a few youths who were earlier engaged in 

hitting the birds but these youths are now monitoring every household for studying and 

protecting the birds,” she added. 

The team conducts street plays at the villages to spread awareness, gather data, rescue 

birds, celebrate the rehabilitation of these birds and villagers have even gone to the extent 

of weaving stork motifs in the traditional Assamese ‘gamocha’ (hand-towel). 

The team has constructed a 75-foot-tall bamboo platform to keep a close watch on the 

breeding of the birds and the development of the chicks. 

Relentless awareness campaigns have borne fruit and these two villages now have the 

http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/12/03/endangered-greater-adjutant-stork-finds-secure-home/
http://www.theshillongtimes.com/2013/12/03/endangered-greater-adjutant-stork-finds-secure-home/
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largest colony of nesting storks with more than 140 nests and they have earned the 

sobriquet of being called the stork villages, she said. (PTI) 

Read more at 

 

Newsclip 31 Published in times of India 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Endangered-

Greater-Adjutant-Stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/articleshow/26732067.cms 

Endangered Greater Adjutant Stork finds secure home to breed 

 

DADARA (Assam): Greater Adjutant Stork, the world's most endangered of the stork 

species, has found a secure home to breed in two nondescript villages of Assam's Kamrup 

district, heralding a new chapter in its conservation.  

 

A campaign was launched four years ago at Dadara and Pacharia villages, home to nearly 

50 per cent of the bird's global population, to save the birds which were approaching the 

red zone in the conservation scale by 'Aaranyak', a wildlife conservation organisation.  

 

Earlier, widely distributed throughout northern and eastern India and many countries of 

south and south-east Asia, the Greater Adjutant Stork is currently distributed only 

in Assam and Biharin India and a few other locations in Cambodia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Endangered-Greater-Adjutant-Stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/articleshow/26732067.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/flora-fauna/Endangered-Greater-Adjutant-Stork-finds-secure-home-to-breed/articleshow/26732067.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Assam
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Bihar
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Appendix III 
 
Facebook network created for Greater Adjutant conservation 
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Appendix IV 

 
Papers and articles accepted for publication 

 

1. “Conservation of endangered Greater Adjutant stork in Assam, India”  
in ENVIS by Wildlife Institute of India (www.wii.gov.in) 

2. Conservation of Greater Adjutant by Communities in Assam in Sanctuary Asia 

(www.sanctuaryasia.com)  
3. Rescue, treatment and release of an endangered greater adjutant Leptoptilos 

dubius in Mistnet published by Bombay Natural History Society (www.bnhs.org) 

4. Nesting of Greater adjutant Leptoptilos dubius in Dadara Pacharia Singimari of 

Kamrup Disrict of Assam in Mistnet published by Bombay Natural History 

Society (www.bnhs.org) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 

http://www.wii.gov.in/
http://www.sanctuaryasia.com/
http://www.bnhs.org/
http://www.bnhs.org/

