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Executive Summary 

This internship program included two main works such as socioeconomics and 

biodiversity surveys in Ye Gan Daung, Ye ae and Kyat Chaung villages, western part of 

Kan Maw I., Myeik Archipelago. According to socioeconomics data, the main source of 

incomes of all villages is from commercial fishing as for their livelihoods in inshore areas 

in front of mangrove forests near the villages and the current status of mangrove forests in 

the three villages were in bad conditions. In addition, biological data and some 

environmental parameters were recorded in 41 survey sites located along the coastal areas 

of Myeik and Kawthoung Districts, in collaboration with the FFI marine team, staffs of 

Myeik University and Marine Science Association Myanmar (MSAM). A total of 36 of 

true mangroves were recorded in survey sites. Webinars, meetings, workshops, trainings 

on conservation of mangroves and marine environments and activities of community tree 

planting activity in Myeik had been joined during the internship periods. Moreover, 

article competition of University Nature Club (UNC) in Myeik University had been 

organized. In addition, Biodiversity surveys in mangrove-covered areas had been 

presented in sharing and learning programme of FFI- Myanmar Programme. 

Introduction  

 

This internship program was mainly emphasized on the works for the sustainability of 

mangrove ecosystems and mudflats of Myeik and Kawthoung District, Tanintharyi 

coastal zone. Climate of the project area is influenced by south west monsoon.  Survey 

areas are situated in the mouth of Tanintharyi and Laynyar Rivers. Main ecological 

characteristics of the survey areas are mangrove ecosystems. Majority of the population 

in survey areas are Bamar. Livelihoods of coastal communities are fisheries, depending 

upon the marine resources. 

Main livelihoods of the communities in survey areas are fisheries together with the 

mariculture of blood cockles in the mudflats in front of the mangrove swamps. All heads 

and administrative members of the villages in the survey areas wanted the conservation of 

mangroves and enthusiastically agreed to establish community forests (CFs) in their 

areas. For this reason, the aerial photos and videos of mangrove swamps of each village 

were recorded for application of CFs in the future. 
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Aim and objectives 

One of the main aims of this project will be to preserve the mangrove forest and reduce 

the mangrove exploitation.  

 The other primary objective of this project is to become a young leader and researcher on 

the conservation for the future.  

Activities and Methodology 

A total of 41 survey areas were selected to study the marine biodiversity of mangrove-

covered areas (Table 1, Fig. 1). Among these, 3 survey areas located in the western part 

of Kan Maw Island: Ye Gan Daung (Lat 11.59541 N Long 98.42566 E), Ye ae (Lat 

11.42231 N, Long 98.23118 E) and Kyat Chaung Villages (Lat 11.72945 N, Long 

98.32279 E), in Kyunsu Township, Myeik District in Tanintharyi Region, were prioritize 

for socioeconomics surveys (Fig. 2).  

During the internship period, the baseline assessment on socioeconomics of the coastal 

communities was conducted in three villages such as Ye ae, Kyat Chaung and Yae Gan 

Daung in the Myeik Archipelago, Southern part of Myanmar. The aims of 

socioeconomics survey were to understand the socioeconomics context of focus villages, 

to identify for monitoring the natural resources management strategies, to support the 

establishment of CFs, LMMAs, MPAs and Ramsars sites within the potential MaBs along 

the mangrove-covered coastal areas based on the collected biodiversity data (Fig. 1). 

The household survey was conducted the key information of household interview in the 

village of Ye ae, Kyat Chaung and Yae Gan Daung in March, 2020. In this survey, 

socioeconomics data were collected by using the household interview sections. The data 

from interview questions were set with code uniformly for data entry purposes. The 

interview section was conducted with household head or member who is representative 

persons for household. A total of 10% of household were randomly collected among the 

villagers including fishermen, carpenters, private owners, casual labours and gardeners 

etc. Data were gathered from the result of interview and discussion with village leader, 

household interview and field observation notes. Finally, the collected data were 

systematically analyzed by using the Microsoft excel 2010 (Fig. 3-5).  

The objectives of biodiversity surveys were to collect the current status of biotic factors 

and abiotic factors, controlling the sustainability of coastal living resources in the study 

areas, to support the designation of potential areas CFs, LMMAs, MPAs and Ramsars 

sites within the potential MaBs along the mangrove-covered coastal areas of the Myeik 

Archipelago by adding the biological data. 


