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Summary

This project was designed to secure sustainable recovery of grey-shanked douc monkey
population in Kon Ka Kinh National Park as well as to raise awareness among local
people about conservation value of the species. A population monitoring programme was
designed and conducted in key distribution areas of the monkeys. As the result, 34
rangers from 7 stations and head office participated were trained on wildlife monitoring
methods. 15 transects were monitored monthly by the park rangers for the endangered
primate species such as: the grey-shanked douc monkey and northern yellow-cheeked
gibbon. The result from monitoring program indicated that the population of grey-
shanked douc increased in the park. A raising awareness programme focus on school
children who live surrounding the park was conducted. An “Education team” was
established with participating of park staffs and local teachers. As the result, 26 local
teachers of 7 secondary schools around the park and 4 park’s staffs were trained on
“Skills and techniques to deliver a lesson of wildlife conservation to school’s children”.
The conservation of the grey-shanked douc monkey was included in the training course.
200 of the handbook “Delivering a lecture on nature conservation for school children”
was printed and distributed to 7 schools around the Kon Ka Kinh NP. The education team
conducted 46 visits to the schools since October 2010. About 1,070 school children
attended the lectures on wildlife conservation and conservation grey-shanked douc
monkeys. The project supported the park rangers and the minority groups work together
on managing nature resources. The patrol team was combined between park rangers and
local people. As the result, 12 joined patrol trips were organised. About 1,200 ha of the
forest in the park were patrolled by the park’s ranger and local people. As result, about

370 string traps were removed from the forest by the patrol groups.




Introduction

The grey-shanked douc monkey (Pygathrix cinerea) is an endemic colobine to
Vietnam (Nadler, 1997). The monkey is facing a brink of extinction due to high hunting
pressure and the loss of habitat. Currently, remaining population are about 1,000
individuals and fragmented in 8 separated protected forests. According to [IUCN Red List,
the monkeys are critically endangered. The monkey is also on the list "The world's top 25
most endangered primates" (Mittermeier, 2012). Under high pressure of expanding
agriculture land in the region and commercial hunting and gathering for traditional
medicine the survival of the monkey is struggling (Ha Thang Long, 2009).

Kon Ka Kinh National Park is home of the biggest remaining population of grey-
shanked douc monkeys (Ha Thang Long, 2004). It consist of 470 square kilometre of
secondary and primary forest with high level of biodiversity (625 species of vascular, 165
species of birds, 42 species of mammals). The park is belongs to Greater Annamites Eco-
region which is one of the most important eco-regions of Indo-China ecosystem. Birdlife
International recognised the park as one of Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Vietnam
(Birdlife International, 2008). A new species of bird, Garrulax konkakinhensis, was
found in the park in 1999.

A project study behaviour and ecology of the monkeys has been conducted since
2005 and has gained comprehensive scientific information (Ha Thang Long, 2010). The
park's authority is interested in protecting the douc monkeys. Local people have learnt
about conservation value of the douc monkeys in the region. But, the monkey is still
hunted for food by some groups of minority people; park’s rangers have little knowledge
of management wildlife population; awareness about wildlife protection among local
communities still low; and there is poor cooperation between minority people and the
park authorities. Those facts lead the survival and recovery of the monkeys to uncertain

future.




MAP OF STUDY AREAS IN GIALAI PROVINCE
SURVEY ON GREY- SHANKED DOUC MONKEYS
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Aim and objectives

The aim
The project aims to secure the recovery of the grey-shanked douc monkey population in

the Kon Ka Kinh National Park.

The objectives
e Monitoring the population of the grey-shanked douc monkeys in the park to make
sure that the hunting on grey-shanked douc monkeys will be significantly
reduced.
e Improving the awareness of local people living in and around the national park
about the grey-shanked douc monkey and conservation status of the species.
e Promoting the collaboration between the park’s rangers and local communities to

tackling illegal logging and hunting on primates in the park.

Methodology

1. Monitoring primate program

1.1. Training the park rangers

A training course was organised in 3 weeks, focusing on primate survey techniques,
collect data for a database, using computer software, field note skill. Experts from South

Institute of Ecology were invited to conduct the training.
1.2. Monitoring schedule and methods

The park rangers accompanied by a field biologist from the project conducted 5-days
field trip monthly. Line-transects were set up and used for monitoring. Population density
was estimated using distance sampling method. Data was analysed using software
Distance version 6.0. Information of other primates, habitat disturbances was also

collected.
2. Raising awareness programme

2.1. Education team and training




In cooperation with the Department of Environmental Education the park, an education
team comprise of park’s staffs, local teachers was established. The team was trained by
experts from the institution Education for Nature -Vietnam (ENV). Training focused on
improving communication skills, methods on designing activities, conservation message

to school children at age from 12 to 15.
2.2. Design and implement

The activities focused on 7 schools around the park. Every week, the team visited 3
schools. In each class, children learnt about wildlife, the park and conservation. Besides,
one-day field trip was organised monthly for children to visit the park. A painting

competition with topic "I love my forest" was organised to children.

3. Cooperation patrolling programme
Rangers and local people of 6 villages around the park was form joining patrol groups.
These groups worked together to tackle the illegal logging and hunting. The patrol groups

went to the forest monthly.

Outputs and Results

1. Primate monitoring program

Training ranger activity

All together, 34 rangers from 7 ranger stations and the head office were trained on
methods of primate monitoring in the Kon Ka Kinh National Park. After completing of
training course, all rangers were able to collect data in the field, identify the different
primates in the wild, and write a report on wildlife detecting. Rangers of three stations
(Ayun, De Bo Tok, and Co Roong) have joined in the primate monitoring program.
Monitoring activity

In total, 24 line transects, which is about 4 km of length for each transect, were set up in
the park for studying the population size of the grey-shanked douc monkey. 15 of these
transects were monitored monthly for the endangered primate such as: the grey-shanked
douc monkey and northern yellow-cheeked gibbon. During the period of project, rangers
and project team conducted 10 months of monitoring. Based on the result from

monitoring program, it showed that the population of grey-shanked douc was quite stable

10




in the park. On average, rangers recorded monthly of 5-7 groups of the grey-shanked

douc.

F1 2: Trainin rangers for using field
equipments

Fig 3: Rangers collecting data on primates Fig 4: angers arrested an illegi logger

in the field

2. Raising awareness program

The project resulted in the establishment of “education for conservation” teams in 7 local
school. These teams still work at the local schools after the project finished. The
awareness about grey-shanked douc monkeys among school children remarkable
increased. The quantitative data was collected in 7 local schools. It shown that 97% of
participated children understood the grey-shanked douc monkey is critically endangered
species in the region and the monkey needs to be protected. The awareness of local
people communities regarding wildlife conservation also increased. For instance, a local
people in An Khe District had informed the park’s ranger about a grey-shanked douc kept
illegally in a coffee shop. Later, the monkey was rescued and released back into the Kon

Ka Kinh National Park.
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Training activity

All together, 26 local teachers of 7 secondary schools around the park and park’s staffs
had been trained by the expert from ENV centre. The training focused on “skills and
techniques to deliver a lesson of wildlife conservation to school’s children”. Topic of the
grey-shanked douc monkey conservation and value of the park were among the keys
lessons.

Publication of education material

200 of the handbook “Delivering a lecture on nature conservation for school children”
was printed and distributed to 7 schools around the Kon Ka Kinh national park.

Painting festival for school children

A painting festival was organised for 3 local schools (AYun, Dak Jota and H’ra). The
topic of painting was about the beauty of Kon Ka Kinh national park and protection of
wildlife. About 200 pupils, who live in the buffer zone of the park at the age from 12 to
15, participated the painting festival. There 182 drawing pictures were received. A
ceremony of awarding to painting festival was organised with the participation of 20
teachers and local authorities.

Outreach activity

The education team of the park has conducted 46 visits to the schools since October
2010. About 1,070 school children attended the lectures on wildlife conservation and
conservation grey-shanked douc monkeys. Materials and documents were supplied to the
education team to conduct the lectures such as 200 guide books, and 300 poster of
protection wildlife.

Field trip to visit the Kon Ka Kinh National Park

The education team of the project organised 6 one-day field trips for 350 pupils of three
local schools (Ayun, Dak Jota and H’ra) to visit the Kon Ka Kinh National Park.

12




urse for IcaI teacher in 2010

Fig 7: Handbook for education team Fig 8: A lesson in door about primate
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Fig.ll: E).(hiition of painting at Dak Jota Fig 12: A lesson out door about value of the
school park
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3. Community patrol

Joining patrol activity between the park’s ranger and local people was carried out in two
stations Co Roong station and Ha Dong station. Each patrol group was formed by 2
park’s rangers and 3 local people. These patrol groups conducted 12 joined patrol trips in
the park. Result of the patrolling trips showed that the park’s ranger and local people
could cooperate very well in the field. About 1,200 ha of the forest in the park were
patrolled by the park’s ranger and local people. As a result, 370 traps were found and

removed. 3 case of illegal logging inside the park were caught.

b - V | b £ 3
Fig 13: Patrol trip in Ko Roong rang

Fig 14: Local people and rangers removed traps
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er station

Achievements and Impacts

Before the project was conducted, it was a great concern about the capacity of the
park’s ranger regarding wildlife monitoring program. When we carried out monitoring
activity focus on primates in the park, it is clear to see that that the park’s rangers actually
can run the monitoring very well if they get adequate training. In fact, rangers are very
interested in conducting this activity monthly. They collected good data and made
comprehensible reports about the primate sighting, human disturbance and illegal logging
activity. The project also helped the park’s rangers change their perspective about the
monitoring wildlife in the park. Before the project, rangers thought that wildlife
monitoring is the work of field biologists and scientist. After the project, they are
confident that they can run the monitoring activity independently. The benefit of

monitoring program is actually very straight forward to the grey-shanked douc monkey,
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since it provided regular checked information on population size of the species. As the
rangers in the forest more often, the poachers have less chance to hunt the grey-shanked
douc in the park. By conducting the wildlife monitoring programme, the park ranger also
found out illegal activities such as trapping and logging. The park ranger removed all
founded traps and caught the illegal logger during their patrol. This activity helps to
improve law enforcement in the park. This also help the park management board become
more aware about the threats that affected the nature resource in the park.

Education program has reached all 7 local schools around the national park
including Ayun 1, Ayun 2, Dak Jota, H’ra, Ha Dong, Dak Roong and Kon Pne. The
project activity has reached more than one thousand school children in the remote area to
introduce to them about wildlife conservation and value of the Kon Ka Kinh National
Park. When the project finish, almost of school children are able recognise pictures of the
grey-shanked douc monkey and understand its conservation status. In fact, quantitative
surveys conducted in 7 local schools shown that 97% of children, who participated the
lecture series of the awareness programme, understood that grey-shanked douc monkey is
endangered species and they need to be protected. The project trained 26 local teachers
the methods to deliver a lecture about wildlife conservation. In a long-term, the trained
teachers can coach other colleagues to conduct the same activity in their school. The
project printed and distributed more than 200 handbooks which help local teachers to
teach children in many years. The project has made the right approach when we involved
the local teachers and the park’s staff in the education team. This can be use as a model to
conduct a conservation education in the other parks and nature reserves in Vietnam. As
each national park or nature reserve has a Department of Environmental Education.
However, the activity of this department is quite limited due to lack of cooperation
between the park and local schools as well as the weakness of capacity of the park’s staff.
By building a team working together, the park can run effective education program on
wildlife conservation with low cost. Local schools, which collaborate with the park, can
also make a good curriculum on environment education for pupils. The benefit of the
project is not only for the period of project cycle but also be steady for a long time in the
region.

Local people have better understanding of conservation status of the grey-shanked

douc monkey in the park and that reduced hunting pressure on species. Since the park’s
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rangers and local people working together in the field, the local people get more
information about conservation status the species from project staffs and rangers. They
showed higher appreciation to the park rangers. They also become good informers of
ranger to provide information about hunting the species. In terms of patrolling activity,
the work of ranger was more effective when the local people share their native
knowledge of the forest, hunting tradition. For example, local people informed that
hunting season often happens between July and September in western part of the Kon Ka
Kinh National Park. And the park ranger organised more patrols during this time of the

year, therefore, the hunting activity reduced.

Conclusions

e The park rangers in the Kon Ka Kinh National Park run a successful monitor
program focus on the grey-shanked douc monkey. Training for the park ranger on
wildlife monitoring is necessary in order to conduct effective protection work.
The primate monitoring program was important to the park and it reduced
poaching on primates in the park.

e Number of sighting of grey-shanked douc monkeys in the park indicated that the
population of the species was increased and stable.

e Cooperation between local teacher and the park staff worked very well. This
teamwork created a success raising awareness on wildlife conservation in the Kon
Ka Kinh National Park and its buffer zone.

e The cooperation between local teacher and the park staff can be use as a model for
other parks and nature reserves in Vietnam to educate children in local
communities regarding endangered species.

e Cooperation between the rangers in the Kon Ka Kinh national park and local

people enhanced the effectiveness of patrol in the forest.

Problems encountered and lessons learnt

Primate monitoring program run by the park’s ranger is one of the successful

activities. In fact, the park’s rangers worked very well in terms of collecting good data on
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endangered primate inside the park. This activity received great support from managing
board of the park including the park’s director. It is nearly 80% of the park rangers got
trained with the wildlife monitoring method. Capacity of rangers was improved and they
are confident to conduct the same activity in the future.

The awareness program has influenced in public attention in terms of wildlife
conservation in the region. It has resulted in the success of rescuing a grey-shanked douc
monkeys in a coffee shop in An Khe Town in November 2010. School children around
the park are interest in the education program that is running by the park’s staff and local
teacher. We believe that the local teacher is the key factor to conduct and maintain
success of the awareness program on wildlife conservation in the region.

Training course for education team together with local teacher was postponed due
to the short of staff in the Education for Nature - Vietnam (ENV). We organised some on-
job training sections at the school so that the trained teacher and guide their colleagues.
We also have to organise two training courses for local teacher due to the difficulty of
allocate time for all teachers to participate the training course. So, it is important to work
with Department of Education in each district to plan about the training course for local

teachers.

In the future

Since the project initiative to the scientists in the South Institution of Ecology, Ho Chi
Minh City and Department of Biology and Environment, Danang University to conduct
further research on biodiversity and other endangered primates of the Kon Ka Kinh
National Park. In fact, the South Institution of Ecology has began their long-term research
on plant and small carnivores in the park since 2011. And the Danang University have
sent two master students to study about feeding behaviour of the grey-shanked douc

monkeys and diversity of the macaque community in the Kon Ka Kinh National Park.

In the future, the awareness programme in the Kon Ka Kinh National Park will be applied
in the Ngoc Linh Nature Reserve and Kon Cha Rang Nature Reserve as the GreenViet-
Biodiversity Conservation Centre secure the fund for wildlife conservation programme of

the organisation in the Central Highlands of Vietnam.
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A connection between the Kon Ka Kinh National Park and the Frankfurt Zoological
Society was built to support law enforcement in the park. Frankfurt Zoological Society
decided to invest a long-term project to protect the landscape and biodiversity of the park.
The wildlife monitoring activity will be a key component of the project funded by the
Frankfurt Zoological Society.
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Appendix 1

1. Map of line transects and distribution of the grey-shanked douc monkey in the park
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Fig 15: Map of transects which been studied for population and used for primate
monitoring program (Red lines are the transects)
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Fig 16: Distribution of greys-shanked douc monkeys in the park (Red dots are sighting of
the grey-shanked douc monkey)




2. Newspapers relate to the project

http://www.baomoi.com/Nhat-ky-loi-rung-tim-vooc/79/8963337.epi

http://tuoitre.vn/.../tieng-vong-cua-dan-vooc-rung-kon-ka-kinh-ky-2-cuoc-tra

3. Manuscript proposed base on project data

Estimate of population size of the grey-shanked douc monkey in the Kon Ka Kinh
national park using distance sampling methods. The manuscript proposed to publish at

the Vietnamese Journal of Primatology
Appendix 2

Table 1: Summary of financial report

Transportation

TotalcLP  'otl
Itemized expenses requested CLP
(USD) used
(USD)
PHASE | - PROJECT PREPARATION
Administration
Communications (telephone/internet/postage) 100 100
Books and printing journal articles/materials 250 250
Insurance
Visas and permits
Team training (Please detail: )
Reconnaissance 706 702
Medical suppliesf/first aid
Equipment
Scientific/field equipment and supplies (Please detail:
Projector 1100 1101
Sound system 200 200
Laptop 800 803
Printer 120 120
Binocular 640 639
GPS 370 370
Photographic equipment (Please detail: Batteries)
Handy camera 450 454
Digital camera 200 201
Camping equipment (Please detail main items: )
Camping tent 360 360
Back bags 140 140
Field guides 0 0
Maps 0 0
Boat/engine/truck 0 0
Fuel 0 0
Other (Please detail: ) 0 0
PHASE Il - IMPLEMENTATION EXPENSES
Administration 1200 1200
Insurance 600 600
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Fuel for the education team ($36 per month * 14 months) 504 504
Field vehicle maintenance 525 0
Accommodation for team members and local guides 0 0
Zg;)g)for team members and local guides ($20 per day for 5 people * 360 7200 7188
Transportation ($30 per trip *12) 360 355
Customs and port duties 200 200
Workshops

Opening and ending workshops ($300 per event * 2) 600 600
Monthly meeting with local communities ($50 per event * 14) 700 700
Training course for rangers 1500 750
Training course for local teachers 950 950
Payment for trainers ($500 per person * 3) 1500 1500

Outreach/education activities and materials (brochures, posters, video, t-
shirts, etc.) (Please detail:

posters ($1.5 per item * 300) 450 452
t-shirts ($7.5 per item * 50 items) 375 375
Painting festival event 850 845
One-day field trip to school children ($250 * 6) 1500 1505
PHASE Ill - POST-PROJECT EXPENSES
Administration 400 400
Report production and results dissemination 150 150
Other (Please detail: )
| Total 25000 23714
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Address list and web links
An annotated list of useful names, addresses and websites

Distribution list

1. Kon Ka Kinh National Park, Gia Lai Province
Department of Forest Protection, Gia Lai Province

GreenViet — Biodiversity Conservation Centre

Sl

South Institution of Ecology, Ho Chi Minh City
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5. Department of Biology and Environment, Danang University

6. Frankfurt Zoological Society, Vietnam Program
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